YOUR  LEGION 


OF  VISION  CARE 


Savings  You  Can  See. 


Your  American  Legion  Savings 

Access  your  discounts  at  Sears  Optical,  Pearle  Vision* Target  Optical, 
JCPenney  Optical  and  Independent  Doctors  of  Optometry. 


Eye  Exam  Member  Pays 


Eyeglass 

$5  off  retail  price 

Contact  Lens 

$10  off  retail  price 

Frames 

Up  to  $60.99  retail 

$25 

From  $61  to  $80.99  retail 

$35 

From  $81  to  $100.99  retail 

$45 

Over  $101  retail 

65% 

Lenses  (Standard  uncoated  plastic) 

Single  Vision 

$30 

Bifocal 

$50 

Trifocal 

$60 

Lenticular 

$100 

Lens  Options  (Add  to  lens  prices  above) 

Anti-Reflective  Coating 

$35 

Standard  Progressive 

$50 

Polycarbonate 

$30 

Scratch-Resistant  Coating 

$12 

Ultraviolet  Coating 

$12 

Solid  or  Gradient  Tint 

$8 

Glass  (Only  for  non-minors) 

$15 

Photochromic  Glass 

$30 

Contact  Lenses 

Daily  and  Extended  Wear  20%  off  retail 

Disposable  10%  off  retail 

For  location  or  discount  information  visit 
www.colemanagedvision.com  or  call  1-800-793-8626 

American  Legion  Plan  #47178 


The  American  Legion,  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion  through  Cole  Managed  Vision 
offers  you  and  your  family  discounts  on  eye  exams,  glasses 
and  contact  lenses. 

Our  national  network  of  providers  includes  all  the  familiar 
names  you  know,  so  there's  a trusted  provider  wherever 
you  live  or  travel  - many  open  evenings  and  weekends. 

To  learn  about  your  discount  or  to  find  a 
location  near  you,  visit  www.colemanagedvision.com 
or  call  1-800-793-8626.  Remember  to  have  your 
plan  number  47178  on  hand. 


Expertise.  Choice.  Value. 


'Pearle  Vision,  Inc.  does  not  employ  Doctors  of  Optometry  and  does  not  provide  eye 
exams  in  California.  Pearle  VisionCare,  Inc.  a licensed  vision  health  care  sen/ice  plan, 
provides  eye  exams  in  California. 
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Visit  the  Veterans  Holidays  booth  in  Exhibit  Hall  3 
for  your  chance  to  win  a free  week’s  accommodations 
at  condominium  resorts  around  the  world. 


Veterans  Holidays  is  proud  to  offer  Space-A  condominium  vacation  units 
to  American  Legion  and  Sons  of  the  American  Legion  members — at  prices 
as  low  as  $38  a day  per  unit.  With  over  3,500  resorts  in  more  than 
80  countries,  you’ll  have  lots  to  choose  from. 


VETERANS 

HQLIDAY5 

u—  ur« 


All  guests  have  access  to 
oivsite  recreational  facilities, 
restaurants  and  more. 

SOME  UNITS  INCLUDE: 

• Full  kitchen 

• Washer  and  dryer 


Call  Veterans  Holidays  at 

- 877-772-2322- 

or  visit  www.veteransholidays.com 

‘Taxes  are  additional.  These  vacations  are  limited  and  subject  to  availability. 

RCI  Seller  of  Travel  Information:  CST-2046555-50.  Fla.  Seller  of  Travel  Reg.  No.  ST-26552.  Nevada  Seller  of  Travel  Registration  No.  2002-0793. 
Washington  Seller  of  Travel  Reg.  No.  602357907.  Call  1 -866-280-7723  for  Web  Site  Terms  and  Conditions  and  Additional  Disclosures  or  go  to  www.rci.com. 
©2005  Resort  Condominiums  International,  LLC.  All  rights  reserved.  Printed  in  U S A. 


If  your  R&R  was  anything  like  this 

you  would  have  been 

TEMPTED  TO  RE-ENLIST* 


Condominium  resorts  just  $264/week*  per  unit,  not  per  person. 


Welcome  Letter  from  The  President  of  the  United  States 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


June  17,  2005 


WASHINGTON 


I send  greetings  to  those  gathered  for  the  87th  National  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion. 

For  more  than  two  centuries,  members  of  our  Nation's  Armed  Forces  have 
built  a tradition  of  honorable  and  faithful  service.  Each  has  answered  a great 
call  and  demonstrated  personal  courage,  love  of  country,  and  devotion  to 
duty.  Our  veterans  hold  a cherished  place  in  our  history,  and  millions  around 
the  world  live  in  peace  because  of  their  selfless  dedication.  Since  1919,  the 
American  Legion  has  worked  to  uphold  America's  founding  ideals  and  has 
supported  veterans  and  their  families  with  a wide  range  of  programs  and 
services. 

As  we  continue  to  fight  terror  and  advance  freedom  around  the  world, 
Americans  are  inspired  by  the  commitment  and  character  of  our  veterans. 

I commend  members  of  the  American  Legion  for  your  dedication  to  these 
brave  men  and  women.  Your  efforts  reflect  the  spirit  of  our  country  and 
honor  the  service  of  these  patriots. 

Laura  and  I send  our  best  wishes.  May  God  bless  you,  and  may  God 
continue  to  bless  America. 


2005  National  Convention 


In  Hawai'i,  our  welcomes 
are  as  warm  as  our  weather. 


Warm  Island  greetings  to  all  delegates  of  the  American  Legion  National 
Convention!  We  eagerly  await  your  attendance  at  the  upcoming  2005 
American  Legion  National  Convention  in  Honolulu,  August  19-25,  2005, 
at  the  Hawai'i  Convention  Center,  Where  BUSINESS  and  Alofui  Meet. 


HWAtf 

THE  HAWAI'I  CONVENTION  CENTER 
Where  BUSINESS  and  Alotifr  Meet 

800.295.6603  • www.hawaiiconvention.com 


Messages  of  Aloha 


From  the  Governor 


w 


On  behalf  of  the  people  of  Hawai'i,  I send  greetings  of  warm  aloha  to  all  who  are  gathered  in  Honolulu  for  The  American 
Legion's  87th  National  Convention.  I am  delighted  you  have  chosen  our  beautiful  islands  for  your  meeting  site. 

The  Aloha  State  greatly  appreciates  the  tremendous  sacrifices  America's  servicemen  and  servicewomen  have  made  over  the 
years.  Therefore,  it  is  truly  an  honor  to  host  the  world's  largest  wartime  veterans  organization. 

I invite  you  to  discover  the  many  wonders  Hawai'i  has  to  offer,  including  our  ideal  weather,  natural  beauty,  wonderful 
beaches,  majestic  mountains,  cultural  diversity,  places  of  historical  significance  and,  of  course,  shopping  and  dining. 

Best  wishes  for  a memorable  convention  and  for  the  continued  success  of  The  American  Legion. 


Aloha, 


Linda  Lingle,  Governor  of  Hawaii 


From  the  Mayor 


Aloha,  and  welcome  to  The  American  Legion's  87th  National  Convention.  Honolulu  is  honored  to  be  the  host  city 
for  this  very  special  event. 

I salute  your  outstanding  organization  for  continuing  to  be  an  effective  and  respected  voice  for  veterans,  successfully 
representing  their  interests  and  diligently  promoting  patriotism  and  respect  for  our  American  Flag.  I am  confident  that 
your  governing  body  will  carry  on  the  proud  history  and  fine  work  of  the  Legion. 

We  are  deeply  grateful  that  Honolulu  was  selected  for  the  National  Convention.  I hope  that  you  will  find  the  time  to 
experience  the  unique  culture  of  our  people  and  the  variety  of  recreational  activities  that  our  city  has  to  offer. 

On  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  City  of  Honolulu,  I extend  best  wishes  for  a productive  gathering  and  for  an 
enjoyable  stay  on  our  island. 


From  the  Department  Commander 


On  behalf  of  The  American  Legion  family  in  Hawaii,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  for  the 
87th  National  Convention.  The  last  convention  in  Hawaii  was  held  in  1981. 


The  American  Legion  Convention  Corp.  of  Hawaii  has  worked  hard  to  make  this  the  best  and  largest  convention  ever. 

During  your  visit,  I encourage  you  to  take  time  to  explore  some  of  Hawaii's  many  treasures.  Take  in  some  sightseeing: 
the  \)SS  Arizona  and  USS  Missouri  and  the  National  Cemetery  of  the  Pacific. 

Enjoy  the  aloha  hospitality  and  its  cultural  activities  and  entertainment.  I'm  sure  you  will  enjoy  all  that  Hawaii  has 
to  offer  during  your  stay. 

If  you  need  any  help,  please  contact  a Hawaii  Legionnaire. 

Best  wishes  for  a successful  and  rewarding  convention,  and  have  a safe  journey  home. 


Aloha 


Harfy  Pasco,  Commander,  Department  of  Hawaii 


2005  National  Convention 


Oahu  is  a cornucopia  of  historically  important  and  culturally  significant  places.  It  might  not  be  the  biggest  island  in 
Hawaii,  but  opportunities  abound  to  partake  of  scrumptious  food,  beautiful  sights,  unending  shopping  and  unlimited 
entertaining  and  educational  activities. 

Legionnaires  might  want  to  visit  the  USS  Arizona  Memorial  that  marks  the  watery  grave  of  the  sunken  battleship  and 
its  crew.  The  USS  Missouri  is  a favorite  Pearl  Harbor  attraction.  The  USS  Bowfin,  which  participated  in  nine  harrowing 
wartime  patrols,  is  berthed  near  a waterfront  memorial  that  pays  tribute  to  more  than  3,500  submariners  who  died 
during  World  War  II. 

The  National  Cemetery  of  The  Pacific,  or  the  Punchbowl  as  it  is  locally  known,  is  one  of  Hawaii's  most  visited  sites.  Hawaii 
astronaut  Ellison  Onizuka  is  buried  here,  as  is  World  War  II  correspondent  Ernie  Pyle.  The  U.S.  Army  Museum  just  off 
Waikiki  Beach  features  a great  collection  of  war  materials,  with  a big  focus  on  World  War  II.  The  exhibits  also  include 
Hawaiian  weapons. 

The  island  is  home  to  world-renowned  beaches  - more  than  100  of  them  ring  the  112-mile  coastline  - where  sand  is 
tickled  by  water,  where  lava  rock  is  battered  by  frothy  surf.  Sailing,  whale  and  dolphin  watching,  fishing,  snorkeling, 
scuba  diving,  kayaking  and  swimming  are  available  for  the  adventurous  who  don't  mind  getting  wet. 

And  of  course,  there's  the  evening  sun,  immersing  itself  daily  like  clockwork  in  the  welcoming  Pacific  waters.  If  romantic 
sunsets  strike  your  fancy,  a drive  to  Makaha  Beach  Park  on  the  island's  west  coast  is  a must  do. 

So  take  off  your  shoes  and  wiggle  your  toes  in  the  golden  sands  of  Honolulu's  Waikiki  Beach  or  follow  the  two-mile 
paved  beachfront  walkway.  Either  way,  you  will  be  treated  to  an  experience  of  a lifetime  and  beauty  beyond  description. 

In  short,  Oahu  is  paradise. 
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Hawaiian  dancer 


The  USS  Missouri 
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Bulkley  Dunton  Publishing  Group 

Congratulates 
The  American  Legion 
on  their 

87th  National  Convention 


To  save  every  time  you  rent,  always  provide  your 

American  Legion/Avis  Worldwide  Discount  (AWD)  # G343600. 

For  our  lowest  rates,  visit  avis.com 
For  reservations,  book  online  or  call  1-800-698-5685. 


AVIS 


We 

harder- 


avis.com 


Terms  and  Conditions:  Coupon  valid  on  an  Intermediate  (Group  C)  through  a Full  Size  four-door  (Group  E)  car.  Dollars  off  applies  to  the  daily  time  and  mileage  charges  only  for  the  entire  rental  with  a minimum  of  5 days.  Taxes,  concession  recovery  fees, 
customer  facility  charges  ($10/contract  in  CA),  optional  items  and  other  surcharges  may  apply  and  are  extra.  Coupon  must  be  surrendered  at  time  of  rental;  one  coupon  per  rental.  Offer  may  not  be  used  in  conjunction  with  any  other  coupon,  promotion  or 
offer,  except  your  member  discount.  An  advance  reservation  is  required.  Coupon  valid  at  participating  Avis  locations  in  the  contiguous  U.S.  and  Canada.  Offer  subject  to  vehicle  availability  at  the  time  of  rental,  and  may  not  be  available  on  some  rates  at 
some  times.  Renter  must  meet  Avis  age.  driver  and  credit  requirements.  Minimum  age  is  25,  but  may  vary  by  location.  Rental  must  begin  by  12/31/2005. 


Avis  features  GM  vehicles. 


©2005  Avis  Rent  A Car  System,  Inc. 


Enjoy  a bonus  offer  plus  save  up  to  25%! 

Travel  is  more  rewarding  with  $15  off  a weekly  rental!  As  always,  that's  in  addition  to  your 
American  Legion  discount.  Just  provide  the  coupon  number  when  making  your  reservation. 


Plus,  don’t  forget-get  our  lowest  rates  on  avis.com! 


I 


Registration  and  Information 


Registration  and  Information  Desk 


The  registration  and  information  desk  for  the  87th  National  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion  will  be  open  from  Thursday,  Aug.  18, 2005, 
to  Wednesday,  Aug.  24, 2005,  in  the  lobby  (ground  floor),  near  Hall  III,  of 
the  Hawaii  Convention  Center  as  follows: 


Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 


8 a.m. -3:30  p.m. 
8 a.m. -3:30  p.m. 
8 a.m. -3:30  p.m. 
8 a.m. -2:30  p.m. 
8 a.m. -3:30  p.m. 
8 a.m. -3:30  p.m. 
8 a.m. -3:30  p.m. 


Exhibit  Hall,  Hall  III,  Hawaii  Convention  Center,  hours  of  operation: 


r 


v 


Adjutant  to  sign 


his  bobblehead  dolls 


Sales  of  bobblehead  dolls  in  the  likeness  of 
American  Legion  National  Adjutant  Robert 
W.  Spanogle  raise  money  for  The  American 
Legion's  Child  Welfare  Foundation.  Those 
who  buy  the  limited-edition  dolls,  which 
were  first  unveiled  at  the  spring  NEC  meetings 
in  Indianapolis,  can  sweeten  their  $10 
investment  by  getting  theirs  signed  by  the 
adjutant  himself.  Spanogle  will  be  at 
the  CWF  booth  from  2 p.m.  until  3 p.m. 
on  Saturday,  Aug.  20,  to  personalize  the 
unique  souvenirs.  The  dolls  can  be  purchased 
at  the  convention  or  ordered  by  calling  the 
Americanism,  Children  and  Youth  division  at 
National  Headquarters.  (317)  630-1202 


Thank  You 


Nancy  Hays  Entertainment,  Inc. 

Paradise  and  Company 
The  Motor  City  Angels 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 
Gary  Uyeda 
Huaiani  Baptiste 
Marty  Milan 
Charlene  Nakamura 
Robin  Ide 

The  American  Legion  National  Convention  Corp.  of  Hawaii 
Honolulu  Police  Department 
Honolulu  Fire  Department 
The  Department  of  Hawaii  American  Legion  Family 


D.E.  Baugh  Company,  Inc. 

Stage  Tech,  Inc. 

Markey's  Audio-Visual 
Geo.  E.  Fern  Company 
Florida  Radio  Rental 
VAMC-  Honolulu 
The  Department  of  Defense 
Maestro  Peter  Ole' 

The  National  Convention  Commission, 
Jeffrey  L.  Olson  (Minn.),  Chairman 

American  Airlines 

Northwest  Airlines 

United  Airlines 

All  of  our  exhibitors 
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^Grnu  J\rts,  (3lnc. 

Manufacturing  Hfcfaelcrs 


C ongratulates 
The  American  Legion 
on  87  years 
of  service. 


Congratulations 

on  your 

87th 

National 

Convention 


Keystone  Uniform  Cap 

Div.  M.  H.  Grossman 

Manufacturers  of  Quality  Uniform  Headwear 
801  N.  Front  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19123 


The  American  Legion 
87th  National  Convention 
Official  Program 


Thomas  P.  Cadmus 

National  Commander 

Jeffrey  L.  Olson 

Chairman,  National  Convention  Commission 

Hawaii  2005  National  Convention  Corp. 

Michael  McCloskey 

President 

Andrew  Johnson 

Vice  President 

Bernard  K.Y.  Lee 

Secretary 

Donald  Hiu 

Treasurer/Distinguished  Guests 

Norma  Mokuau 

Assistant  Treasurer 

Reuben  Wong 

General  Council 

Cecil  Meadows 

Director/Badges  & Packets 

Wallace  Young 

Adviser 

Leroy  Pulawa 

Assistant  Parade  Chairman 

James  Messner 

Patriotic  Memorial  Service 

Marvin  Siegfried 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

National  Convention  & Meeting  Division 

Richard  Holmes 

Director 

Jennifer  Zellers 

Assistant  Director 

Produced  by  The  American  Legion  Magazine 

Dennis  J.  Henkemeyer 

Chairman 
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2005  Honolulu  National  Convention  Hotel  Directory 


Department  Delegations 

Hotel 

Address 

Phone  Number 

Alabama 

Ohana  Waikiki  West 

2330  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-5022 

Alaska 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808) 955-4811 

Arizona 

Sheraton  Princess  Kaiulani 

120  Kaiulani  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-5811 

Arkansas 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 922-5353 

California 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-5353 

Colorado 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808)955-4811 

Connecticut 

Ohana  Maile  Sky  Court 

2058  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  947-2828 

D.C. 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808)955-4811 

Delaware 

Hawaii  Prince 

100  Holomoana  Street,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)956-1111 

Florida 

Ohana  Waikiki  Malia 

2211  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 923-7621 

France 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808) 955-4811 

Georgia 

Hawaiian  Hilton  Village 

2005  Kalia  Road,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  948-7685 

Hawaii 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808)  955-4811 

Idaho 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 922-5353 

Illinois 

Sheraton  Waikiki 

2255  Kalakaua  Avenue,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  931-8441 

Indiana 

Sheraton  Princess  Kaiulani 

120  Kaiulani  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 922-5811 

Iowa 

Hyatt  Regency 

2424  Kalakaua  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-1234 

Kansas 

Hawaii  Prince 

100  Holomoana  Street,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  956-1111 

Kentucky 

Ohana  Waikiki  Malia 

2211  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7621 

Louisiana 

Ohana  Waikiki  West 

2330  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)922-5022 

Maine 

Hawaiian  Hilton  Village 

2005  Kalia  Road,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  948-7685 

Maryland 

Renaissance  llikai  Waikiki 

1777  Ala  Moana  Blvd.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)949-3811 

Massachusetts 

Sheraton  Princess  Kaiulani 

120  Kaiulani  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-5811 

Mexico 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808)955-4811 

Michigan 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808)955-4811 

Minnesota 

Hawaiian  Hilton  Village 

2005  Kalia  Road,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  948-7685 

Mississippi 

Ohana  Waikiki  Malia 

2211  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7621 

Missouri 

Ohana  Waikiki  Surf 

2200  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7671 

Montana 

Ohana  Islander  Waikiki 

270  Lewers  St.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7711 

Nebraska 

Renaissance  llikai  Waikiki 

1777  Ala  Moana  Blvd.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)949-3811 

Nevada 

Ohana  Royal  Islander 

2164  Kalia  Rd„  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-1961 

New  Hampshire 

Hawaii  Prince 

100  Holomoana  Street,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  956-1111 

New  Jersey 

Holiday  Inn 

1830  Ala  Moana  Blvd.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  955-1111 

New  Mexico 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)922-5353 

New  York 

Ohana  Waikiki  Surf 

2200  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7671 

North  Carolina 

Ohana  Royal  Islander 

2164  Kalia  Rd„  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)922-1961 

North  Dakota 

Pacific  Beach 

2490  Kalakaua  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)922-1233 

Ohio 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808)955-4811 

Oklahoma 

Ohana  Waikiki  West 

2330  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-5022 

Oregon 

Hyatt  Regency 

2424  Kalakaua  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-1234 

Pennsylvania 

Sheraton  Princess  Kaiulani 

120  Kaiulani  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 922-5811 

Philippines 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808) 955-4811 

Puerto  Rico 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808) 955-4811 

Rhode  Island 

Ohana  Waikiki  West 

2330  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-5022 

South  Carolina 

Ohana  Waikiki  Malia 

2211  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7621 

South  Dakota 

Hawaiian  Hilton  Village 

2005  Kalia  Road,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  948-7685 

Tennessee 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 922-5353 

Texas 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  922-5353 

Utah 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 922-5353 

Vermont 

Hawaiian  Hilton  Village 

2005  Kalia  Road,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  948-7685 

Virginia 

Ohana  Waikiki  Surf  East 

2200  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7671 

Washington 

Ohana  East 

2375  Kuhio  Ave.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808) 922-5353 

West  Virginia 

Ohana  Islander  Waikiki 

270  Lewers  St.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7711 

Wisconsin 

Hawaiian  Hilton  Village 

2005  Kalia  Road,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  948-7685 

Wyoming 

Ohana  Islander  Waikiki 

270  Lewers  St.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  923-7711 

National  HQ 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808) 955-4811 

Auxiliary 

Renaissance  llikai  Waikiki 

1777  Ala  Moana  Blvd.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  949-3811 

8 et  40 

Renaissance  llikai  Waikiki 

1777  Ala  Moana  Blvd.,  Honolulu,  HI  96815 

(808)  949-3811 

SAL 

Ala  Moana 

410  Atkinson  Drive,  Honolulu,  HI  96814 

(808)  955-4811 
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Commander's  Message 


At  a time  of  challenges  both  global  and  local, 
the  Legion  stands  tall  for  God  and  country 

American  values.  Rarely  before  in  history  have  those  two  words  been  so  boldly  illuminated,  so  directly 
challenged,  and  so  absolutely  important. 

Last  fall,  all  across  the  land,  we  elected  candidates  based  on  their  interpretations  of  American  values. 
Around  the  world,  we  have  witnessed  the  slow,  sad  holocaust  of  young  men  and  women  coerced  to  strap 
bombs  to  their  bodies  and  kill  themselves,  along  with  dozens  of  innocent  others,  because  they  were 
taught  to  hold  anti-American  values.  Legal-organization  profiteers  collect  fees  from  taxpayers  on  behalf 
of  no  plaintiffs  at  all  in  uncalled-for  lawsuits  that  aim  to  unravel  American  values;  they  target  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  and  free  expression  of  faith. 

American  values  are  symbolized  in  a banner  of  red,  white  and  blue.  The  U.S.  Flag  that  snaps  in  the 
sandy  breeze  over  the  Green  Zone  in  Baghdad  stands  for  the  resolve  a coalition  of  democratic  nations  holds  to  bring  freedom  to  a long- 

oppressed  country.  That  flag  represents  hope  for  the  children  of  those  who  cowered  in  fear  of  a tyrant  known  to  have  gassed  his  own 

people.  It  is  the  U.S.  Flag  that  has  draped  over  the  coffins  of  more  than  1,700  American  sons  and  daughters  killed  in  the  effort  to  deliver 
that  hope.  Those  who  hate  American  values  burn  our  flag  to  fuel  the  passions  of  others  to  perpetuate  war,  commit  suicide  bombings 
and  to  disgrace  those  who  defend  freedom  against  tyranny  and  terrorism.  The  American  Legion  is  permanently  dedicated  to  pass  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the  flag,  for  such  reasons.  Eighty-one  percent  of  American  adults  agree. 

American  values  drive  Legionnaires  from  all  different  war  eras  to  seek  out  and  help  young  families  trying  to  cope  when  a parent 
or  spouse  is  deployed  in  Iraq,  Afghanistan  or  some  other  danger  zone.  Veterans  know  the  difficulties  of  long  separations.  That  is  why 
Legion  posts  across  the  nation  adopt  military  units,  deliver  Blue  Star  Banners,  and  rally  support  on  the  home  front  in  the  midst  of  a 
media  environment  that  often  would  have  us  believe  freedom  is  not  worth  the  price. 

American  values  pour  through  youth  programs  like  Boys  State,  American  Legion  Baseball,  Shooting  Sports,  Oratoricals  and  other 
outreach  efforts  that  give  young  people  healthy  directions.  You  find  these  values  in  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  grants 
delivered  annually  through  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation  to  help  find  treatments  and  cures  for  childhood  diseases  and  answers  to  social 
problems.  Our  values  shine  after  the  clouds  of  natural  disaster  clear  when  National  Emergency  Fund  dollars  help  rebuild  communities. 
Values  produce  scholarships  for  the  children  of  men  and  women  killed  on  duty  since  the  terrorist  attacks  of  Sept.  11, 2001. 

Our  values  stand  at  attention  during  Memorial  Day  services  and  flow  through  our  Veterans  Day  speeches. 

And,  of  course,  we  can  never  forget  those  who  come  home  changed  by  military  experience,  stricken  with  unexplained  illness, 
perhaps  missing  limbs,  eyesight  or  feeling  below  the  waist.  They  may  have  forfeited  job  promotions  because  they  were  in  a dirty, 
enemy-targeted  Humvee  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  world  while  others  were  safely  climbing  the  corporate  ladder  behind  a computer 
in  an  air-conditioned  office.  Our  values  demand  fair  funding  from  Washington  to  cover  the  delayed  cost  of  war  - the  compassionate 
care  of  those  who  sacrificed  their  lives,  health  or  prosperity  - or  exercised  willingness  to  do  so  - by  serving  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces. 

The  American  Legion  was  conceived  at  the  end  of  a war  that  claimed  nearly  3,000  U.S.  troops  per  month,  many  of  whom  fought 
with  their  hands  to  the  death,  for  the  freedom  of  nations  that  now  deride  American  values.  The  ghastly  dawn  of  chemical  warfare  was 
upon  the  world,  and  many  came  home  poisoned  after  liberating  Europe.  Some  suffered  from  shell  shock,  now  identified  as  post- 
traumatic  stress  disorder.  The  Legion  didn't  wait  for  a reunion  sometime  down  the  road  to  set  its  urgent  mission  to  care  for  those  who 
were  coming  home,  to  watch  over  the  families  of  those  who  died  fighting,  to  protect  veterans'  rights  and  to  champion  the  values  for 
which  they  fought.  They  met  in  Paris  in  1919  and  determined  this  would  be  an  organization  built  on  nothing  more  than  the  best  of 
American  values.  It  still  is  such  an  organization  and  always  will  be. 

As  we  look  to  a new  generation  of  returning  wartime  veterans  to  enter  our  ranks,  I couldn't  be  more  thankful  to  be  a member  of 
The  American  Legion,  to  uphold  its  values,  and  I am  humbled  to  have  spent  this  critical  year  among  my  fellow  veterans  as  your  national 
commander.  For  God  and  Country, 


Thomas  P.  Cadmus 

National  Commander,  Michigan 


The  American  Legion 


For  God  and  Country, 
we  associate  ourselves 
together  for  the 
following  purposes: 


To  uphold  and  defend 
the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America; 

To  maintain  law  and  order; 

To  foster  and  perpetuate 
a one-hundred  percent 
Americanism; 

To  preserve  the  memories  and 
incidents  of  our  associations  in 
the  Great  Wars; 

To  inculcate  a sense  of 
individual  obligation  to  the 
community,  state  and  nation; 

To  combat  the  autocracy 
of  both  the  classes  and 
the  masses; 

To  make  right  the 
master  of  might; 

To  promote  peace  and 
good  will  on  earth; 

To  safeguard  and  transmit 
to  posterity  the  principles 
of  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy; 

To  consecrate  and  sanctify  our 
comradeship  by  our  devotion  to 
mutual  helpfulness. 


Stora  Enso  is  a proud  supporter 
of  the  men  and  women 
who  answer  the  call 
to  serve  in  the  armed  forces 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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Stora  Enso  is  the  largest  manufacturer 
of  coated  and  uncoated  supercalen- 
dered  magazine  papers,  fine  and  digi- 
tal papers,  newsprint,  packaging  board 
and  forestry  products  in  the  world.  In 
North  America  we  have  over  5,000 
employees  servicing  the  publishing, 
retail/catalog,  commercial  printing  and 
packaging  businesses. 
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Patriotic  Religious  Service 


Hawaii 

Convention 

Center 

Hall  1, 1st  Level 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Sunday,  Aug.  21, 
11  a.m. 


God  Bless  America 

God  bless  America, 

Land  that  I love, 

Stand  beside  her  and  guide  her 
Thru  the  night  with  a light  from  above. 
From  the  mountains  to  the  prairies 
To  the  oceans  white  with  foam, 

God  bless  America 
My  home,  sweet  home. 

God  bless  America, 

My  home,  sweet  home. 


Prelude 

Organ  music 
Peter  Ole' 

Welcome 

George  P.  Chee 
Chaplain 

Department  of  Hawaii 

Post  Colors 

2nd  District  Color  Guard 
Indiana 

Invocation  and 
Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Anthony  Morgan 
Vermont,  National  Chaplain 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Music 

Reading  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures 

Isaiah  40: 28-31 
James  1:22-25 
Psalm:  23: 1-6 
Fr.  Robert  J.  Sweeney 
New  York 

Past  National  Chaplain 
Gerald  Theriot 
Louisiana 

Department  Chaplain 
Memorial  Prayer 

Conney  Bell 
South  Carolina 
National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Message 

"In  This  Beautiful  Place" 

Rev.  James  T.  Akers 
Kansas,  National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


Music 

Presentation  of 
Memorial  Wreaths 

For  The  American  Legion: 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
Robert  W.Spanogle 
Michigan 
National  Adjutant 


For  those  in  uniform 
who  lost  their  lives 
serving  America  during 
the  past  year: 

Rev.  James  T.  Akers 
Kansas 

National  Chaplain 
Conney  Bell 
South  Carolina 
National  Chaplain 


Lighting  Candle  of 
Remembrance 

2005  American  Legion  Boys 
Nation  President 

Silent  Moment  of 

Meditation 

Taps 

Music 


Benediction 

Patricia  G.  Bode  Warren 
Hawaii  Department  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Retirement  of  Colors 


For  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary: 

Sandi  Dutton 
Maryland 
National  President 
Peggy  Sappenfield 
Indiana 

National  Secretary 

For  the  Sons  of 
The  American  Legion: 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 
Brian  O'Hearne 
Massachusetts 
National  Adjutant 

For  the  Eight  et  Forty: 

Irene  Stidham 
Vermont 

Le  Chapeau  National 
Elyline  Schweitzer 
California 

La  Secretaire-Cassiere 
Nationale 


VISIT  OUR  BOOTH 
IN  EXHIBIT  HALL  FOR 

A FREE  GIFT. 


Call  (317)  860-3003,  Ask  for  Lynne  Evans 

5 74  5 Lee  Road  • Indianapolis,  IN  4 6 2 1 6 • www.hp-inc.com 


USING 


programs 


STOMIZED 

eet  your  needs. 


Labels 
Follow-up  Mailings 

• Customer  Service 

• Decals 


• New  Post  Development 

• Note  Pads 

• Calendars 


2005  National  Convention 


The  American  Legion  87th  National  Convention  Parade 


Parade  Route 


Color  Guard  and  Band  Contests 


Formation  area 

Staging  will  take  place  at  Hale  Koa. 
Groups  will  exit  the  staging  area 
and  turn  right  onto  Kalakaua  Ave. 


Parade  Chairman 
Andrew  Johnson 

Vice  President 
National  Convention  Corp. 


Disbanding  areas 

Vehicles  and  floats  are  to  disband  near  the 
bandshell  parking  lot  on  Monsarrat  Ave.  in 
Queen  Kapiolani  Park.  Marching  units  and 
bands  are  to  continue  down  Kalakaua  Ave. 
to  marked  disbanding  areas. 


Reviewing  stand 

The  reviewing  stand  will  be  located  on 
the  south  (ocean)  side  of  Kalakaua  Ave. 
at  the  Kealohilani  Ave.  intersection. 


Honorary  Grand  Marshall 

John  A.  Brieden,  III 

Past  National  Commander 


Kapiolani  Park 
Beach 


Saturday,  Aug.  20 

Color  Guard  Contest 

8 a.m. -12  p.m. 

Halil 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 


Band  Contest 

1 p.m. -4  p.m. 

Kalakaua  Ballroom 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 


The  American  Legion 


The  American  Legion  87th  National  Convention  Parade 


Sunday,  Aug.  21, 2005, 4 p.m. 

Formation  Area:  Fort  DeRussy/Hale  Koa. 

Route:  Exit  from  the  staging  areas  and  turn  right  (south)  onto 
Kalakaua  Avenue.  Continue  south  on  Kalakaua  Avenue  to  Kapahulu 
Avenue  where  the  parade  ends. 

Disbanding  Area:  Queen  Kapiolani  Park  and  on  Kapahulu  and 
Monsarrat  Avenues 

Reviewing  Stand:  Located  on  the  ocean  side  of  Kalakaua  Avenue  at 
the  intersections  of  Kalakaua  and  Kealohilani  Avenues. 


The  official  parade  of  the  87th 
National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion  will  be  governed 
by  instructions  contained  herein 
together  with  the  Organization  and 
March  Timetable. 

1.  TIME: 

(All  times  in  these  orders  are 
Pacific  Standard  Time.) 

(A)  The  leading  element  of  the 
parade  will  move  from  the 
"Initial  Point"  promptly  at 

4 p.m.,  Sunday,  Aug.  21, 2005, 
regardless  of  weather 
(the  exception  being  an 
electrical  storm). 

(B)  The  time  and  place  of  assembly 
for  each  department  or  element 
of  the  parade  will  be  shown 

in  detail  on  the  Organization 
and  March  Timetable,  a copy 
of  which  will  be  given  to  each 
department  parade  chairman. 

A meeting  of  all  department 
parade  chairmen  will  be  held  at 
2 p.m.,  Saturday,  Aug.  20, 2005, 
in  the  Hawaii  Convention  Center, 
Room319A. 

(C)  A parade  official  will  direct 
departments  and  elements  of 
the  parade  to  their  assigned 
assembly  area.  That  official  will 
advise  all  bus  drivers  of  the  route 
to  follow  to  the  disbanding  area. 

(D)  Because  of  the  nature  of  the 
assembly  area,  accurate  logistics 
are  essential.  Promptness  in 
arrival  at  the  assembly  area  is 
highly  encouraged. 


2.  ORGANIZATION: 

(A)  All  elements  have  been  assigned 
to  divisions,  each  under  the 
direction  of  the  parade  officials. 
The  composition  of  these 
divisions,  order  of  march,  time 
and  place  of  assembly  and 
parade  map  have  been  supplied 
to  each  of  the  department 
parade  chairmen. 

(B)  All  Department  of  Defense 
units  will  be  governed  by 
applicable  regulations, 
but  summer  uniforms  are 
recommended. 

(C)  Each  department  commander  or 
appointed  parade  representative 
will  be  responsible  for  the  order 
of  march  and  promptness  of 
arrival  at  the  assembly  area 

of  all  units  of  his  department. 

All  units  will  conform  to  the 
following  distribution  and 
formation: 

1.  All  American  flags, 
the  department  and 
post  colors  of  each 
department  and 
the  department  and 
unit  colors  of  each 
department  of  the 
Auxiliary  will  be  massed 
at  the  head  of  each 
department  delegation, 
in  that  order. 

2.  American  Legion  units 
within  departments 
will  march  in  formation 
eight  (8)  abreast,  one 
and  one-half  yards 
between  ranks. 


3.  BANDS  AND  DRUM 
CORPS:  As  directed  by 
drum  majors  but  not  to 
exceed  eight  (8)  abreast. 

4.  Authorized  floats  and 
automobiles  in  single 
column.  No  unauthorized 
floats  or  automobiles 
will  be  allowed  to 
participate.  All  vehicles 
must  be  equipped 

with  identifying  signs 
on  sides  thereof  and 
must  also  carry  an 
"OFFICIAL  CAR"  sticker  on 
the  windshield. 

5.  ABSOLUTELY  NO 
MANEUVERS  EXCEPT 
FOR  A FORWARD 
MOVEMENT.  Marching 
and  mounted  units, 
bands,  color  guards  and 
drill  teams  must  abide  by 
this  regulation. 

(D)  DISTANCES: 

1.  Between  divisions 

- 30  yards 

2.  Between  departments 

- 20  yards 

3.  Between  elements  of 

a department -10  yards 

3.  OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND 

The  Official  Reviewing  Stand  will 
be  located  at  the  intersections  of 
Kalakaua  and  Kealohilani  Avenues 
on  the  ocean  side  of  the  street. 
Elements  will  render  a salute  to  the 
National  Commander  while  passing 
the  reviewing  stand  (eyes  right). 

4.  ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE 
IN  THE  PARADE  AND  CONDUCT 
OF  PARTICIPANTS: 

(A)  Pursuant  to  resolution  adopted 
at  a meeting  of  the  National 
Convention  Commission  at 
Miami  Beach  on  March  12, 1970, 
there  will  be  no  participation 
of  any  vehicles,  equipment  or 
items  of  wearing  apparel  of  the 
40  et  8.  The  Parade  Committee 
of  the  2005  Convention  Corp.  will 
enforce  this  regulation. 


(B)  With  exception  of  police, 
military  and  naval  escort,  and 
distinguished  guests,  eligibility 
to  participate  in  the  parade 

is  limited  to  the  members  of 
The  American  Legion  and  the 
uniform  bodies  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  and  the  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion  subject 
to  restriction  of  the  following 
activities  which  shall  be 
prohibited  in  the  line  of  march: 

1.  The  drinking  of,  or 
simulated  drinking  of, 
intoxicants. 

2.  Participants  under  the 
influence  of  intoxicants. 

3.  Use  of  water  pistols  and 
electric  shocking  devices. 

4.  Female  impersonators. 

5.  Firecrackers  and  any 
other  explosives. 

6.  Any  presentation  or 
representation  either 
immoral  or  in  bad  taste. 

(C)  Violators  of  any  of  the  above 
rules  will  be  dismissed  from  the 
parade  immediately. 

5.  FIRST-AID  STATIONS: 

First-aid  stations  and  water  stations 
will  be  located  throughout  the 
parade  route  and  in  the  disbanding 
area.  Additionally,  ambulances  and 
mobile  EMT  units  will  be  available 
to  assist  parade  marchers  and 
spectators. 

6.  PARKING  OF  CHARTERED 
OR  POST  BUSES: 

Bus  parking  will  be  addressed  at  the 
Parade  Meeting  on  Saturday,  Aug. 

20, 2005. 

Buses  will  load  their  personnel  at  the 
assigned  area  within  the  disbanding 
area.  Parade  officials  will  direct 
participants  to  their  buses. 

(PERSONAL  BELONGINGS  AND  ALL 
EQUIPMENT  SHOULD  BE  REMOVED 
FROM  THE  BUSES  WHEN  UNLOADING 
AT  THE  ASSEMBLY  AREA.) 


2005  National  Convention 


Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention 


A s contained  in  the  "Uniform  Code  Of  Procedure  For  The  Organization  Of  National  Conventions  Of  The  American  Legion  "the  following  Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention  are 
authorized  under  Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  National  Constitution  of  The  American  Legion: 


1.  Robert's  Revised  Rules  of  Order  shall  8. 
be  the  authority  on  parliamentary 
procedure,  with  the  following 
modifications: 

2.  A delegate  desiring  to  make  a 
motion  or  address  the  Convention 
shall  rise,  address  the  Chair  as  "Mr. 
Commander''  and  state  his  name 
and  the  name  of  the  Department 
before  proceeding. 

3.  Debate  shall  be  limited  to  five 
minutes  for  each  speaker. 

4.  Debate  on  any  one  subject 
presented  to  the  Convention  shall 
be  limited  to  two  hours  except 
under  such  special  rule  as  the 
Convention  shall  adopt  prior  to 
debate. 

5.  But  two  delegates  from  any  one 
delegation  shall  be  permitted  the 
floor  on  any  one  question.  Where 
disagreement  exists  within  a 
delegation,  one  delegate  shall  be 
permitted  to  speak  on  each  side  of 
the  question.  Upon  a division  of  the 
question,  however,  this  rule  shall  be 
applied  separately  for  each  division. 

6.  The  floor  shall  be  permitted 
but  once  to  any  individual 
delegate  on  any  one  question, 
except  by  a two-thirds  vote  of 
the  Convention.  Chairmen  of 
Convention  Committees  may  speak 
as  frequently  as  may  be  necessary  in 
connection  with  the  reports  of  their 
committees.  The  Presiding  Officer 
shall  not  entertain  any  motion 
which  will  curtail  further  debate 
without  affording  the  Committee 
Chairman  an  opportunity  for 
rebuttal. 

7.  Decisions  on  Rules  of  Debate 
or  parliamentary  order  by  the 
Presiding  Officer  may  be  subject  to 
appeal  by  any  two  delegates  under 
a Point  of  Order.  Such  appeal  shall 
take  precedence  over  any  pending 
questions  and  shall  be  decided 
forthwith.  An  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  put 
to  the  Convention  on  the  question: 

"Shall  the  Chair  be  sustained?" 


When  the  poll  of  any  Department 
Delegation  is  demanded  by  a 
delegate  of  such  Department,  the 
Convention  Secretary  shall  poll 
the  vote  without  discussion  of  the 
question  being  voted  upon. 

9.  On  the  Roll  Calls,  the  delegation 
Chairman  shall  poll  his  delegation 
on  the  floor  and  announce  its  vote. 

10.  In  the  event  a delegation  secretary 
is  not  an  accredited  delegate  or 
alternate,  he  shall  be  seated  with 
his  delegation. 

11.  Past  National  Commanders' votes 
shall  be  cast  with  their  delegations. 

12.  Only  accredited  delegates  or  their 
alternates  shall  participate,  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  a viva  voce  vote  on 
any  subject  before  the  Convention. 

13.  Department  delegations  may  arrive 
at  a vote  in  such  manner  as  they 
choose,  but  shall  announce  it  in 
terms  of  full  units  and  not  in  terms 
of  a fractional  part  of  a vote.  The 
vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not 
represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be 
cast  by  the  majority  of  the  delegates 
present  from  his  Department. 

14.  There  shall  be  no  unit  rule  of  voting. 

15.  Voting  shall  be  by  acclamation, 
except  when  a Roll  Call  is  demanded 
by  the  Chairmen  of  at  least  three 
Departments.  Election  of  National 
Officers  shall  be  by  roll  call. 

16.  In  the  event  a Department  has  not 
provided  the  method  by  which 
alternates  shall  be  designated 

to  serve  in  the  place  of  absent 
delegates,  the  Chairman  of  the 
delegation  shall  make  such 
designation. 

17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  National 
Officers,  the  National  Commander 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  approval  of 
the  Convention,  a Judge  of  Election 
and  such  number  of  tellers  as  he 
deems  necessary,  provided  that  the 
total  tellers  so  appointed  shall  be  an 
odd  number.  In  a contested  election 
each  candidate  going  to  the  ballot 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  teller  of  his 
choice. 


18.  Nominations  for  National  Officers 
shall  be  from  the  floor  on  Roll  Call 
of  the  Departments  alphabetically 
arranged.  Each  Department  may 
present  as  many  candidates  as  it 
chooses. 

19.  Nomination  speeches  for  National 
Officers  shall  be  limited  to  five 
minutes  each.  Not  more  than  two 
seconding  speeches  shall  be  made 
for  any  candidate,  and  said  speeches 
shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes. 

20.  When  more  than  two  candidates 
are  nominated  for  any  office, 
balloting  shall  continue  until  one 
candidate  receives  a majority  of 
the  votes  of  the  Convention,  except 
in  the  election  of  National  Vice 
Commanders. 

21.  In  a contested  election  for  National 
Vice  Commanders,  balloting  shall 
continue  until  (a)  majorities  and 
(b)  pluralities  are  established  for 
one  or  more  candidates  under 

the  following  provisions:  If,  on 
any  ballot  taken,  less  than  five 
candidates  receive  the  necessary 
majority  to  elect,  the  candidate 
or  candidates  receiving  a majority 
vote  shall  be  declared  elected  and 
a new  ballot  shall  be  taken  for  the 
remaining  number  of  places  to 
be  filled.  The  candidate  receiving 
the  lowest  number  of  votes  on 
the  preceding  ballot  shall  be 
disqualified;  should  two  candidates 
remain  to  fill  one  place,  a new  ballot 
shall  be  taken. 

22.  The  Convention  will  nominate  and 
elect  a National  Commander,  and 
five  National  Vice  Commanders,  in 
this  sequence. 

23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting 
on  National  Vice  Commanders, 
each  Department  Delegation 
Chairman  shall  deliver  a written 
ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such  ballots 
shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  tellers 
before  communication  is  made 
to  the  National  Commander  for 
announcement  of  the  results. 


24.  Those  recognized  by  the  National 
Commander  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
respectful  hearing,  and  the  Chair 
shall  have  the  authority  to  clear 
the  gallery  or  the  floor  or  have 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  escort  from 
the  Convention  anyone  creating 

a disturbance  or  interfering  with 
orderly  procedure. 

25.  None  of  the  above  rules  shall 
be  construed  as  preventing  an 
alternate  delegate  from  serving  on 
a Convention  committee. 

26.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
voting  strength  of  the  Convention 
is  necessary  for  suspension  of  the 
standing  rules  of  the  Convention. 

27.  Any  amendment  to  any  resolution 
or  report  originating  on  the  floor 
shall  be  presented  in  writing  and 
transmitted  to  the  Presiding  Officer 
at  the  time  of  the  introduction  of 
such  amendment. 

28.  Special  rules  applying  to  specific 
issues  or  order  of  business  shall 
be  written  and  presented  to  the 
Convention  by  the  Legislation  and 
Rules  Committee  for  adoption  by 
majority  vote  at  least  one  hour 
before  such  issue  or  order  is  to 

be  considered,  unless  such  rule  is 
agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent  of 
the  final  session.  Special  rules  shall 
prevail  only  when  the  Convention 
adopts  them.  Any  delegate  may 
apply  for  a special  rule  to  the 
Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  or 
may  appeal  to  the  Convention  for 
such  special  rule  provided  the  rule 
be  presented  in  writing,  be  read 
once  from  the  platform,  and  shall 
lay  upon  the  table  at  least  one  hour 
before  the  vote  thereon  is  taken. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Standing  Commissions  and  Committee  Meetings 


" ^ 

All  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  Hawaii  Convention  Center  or  the 

Ala  Moana  Hotel  and,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  will  be  held  at  9 a.m. 

V J 


Aug.  18 -21 

Resolutions  Assignment 
Committee 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
llima  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Screening  Committee 
Meetings 

Friday,  Aug.  19 

Americanism  Screening 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Gardenia  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Economic  Screening 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Anthurium  Room,  2nd  Floor 
VA&R  Screening 
Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Pakalana  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Standing  Commissions 
and  Committees 
Saturday,  Aug.  20 
A.L.  Insurance 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Anthurium  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Americanism  and 
Children  & Youth 

Joint  meeting,  8:30  a.m. 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Hibiscus  II  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Children  & Youth 
Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Garden  Lanai  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Constitution  & By-laws 

8:30  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  307B,  3rd  Level 

Convention 

8 a.m. 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Plumeria  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Distinguished  Guests 

Convention  Center 
Room  321 B,  3rd  Level 
Economic 
8:30  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  306B,  3rd  Level 


Emblem 

9:15  a.m. 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Plumeria  Room,  2nd  Floor 
NOTE:  Emblem  will  also 
meet  Aug.  21  at  9:30  a.m., 
Pakalana  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Finance 

8:30  a.m. 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Carnation  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Foreign  Relations  Joint 
Meeting  With  National 
Security 

Convention  Center 
Room  310, 3rd  Level 

Foreign  Relations 

1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  314, 3rd  Level 

Foreign  Relations 
Subcommittees 

(Subcommittees  will 
meet  immediately  following 
the  joint  session.) 

Internal  Affairs 

8:30  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  306A,  3rd  Level 

M&PA 

Convention  Center 
Room  321A,  3rd  Level 

Legislative 

Convention  Center 
Room  307A,  3rd  Level 

National  Security  Joint 
Meeting  With  Foreign 
Relations 

Convention  Center 
Room  310, 3rd  Level 

National  Security 

1 p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  310, 3rd  Level 

National  Security 
Committees 

(Immediately  following 
commission  session) 


Aerospace 

1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  302B,  3rd  Level 

Homeland  Security 
& Civil  Preparedness 

1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  305A,  3,d  Level 

Law  and  Order 

1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  305B,  3rd  Level 
Merchant  Marine 
1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  326A,  3,d  Level 

Military  Affairs 

1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  303B,  3rd  Level 
Naval  Affairs 
1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  326B,  3rd  Level 

General  Security  Ad  Hoc 

1:30  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  302A,  3,d  Level 

Public  Relations 

8:30  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  304B,  3rd  Level 

The  American  Legion 
Magazine 

Convention  Center 
Room  304A,  3rd  Level 

VA&R 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Hibiscus  I Room,  2nd  Floor 

Convention  Committees 
Sunday,  Aug.  21 
Americanism 

8:30  a.m. 

(including  Americanism 
subcommittees) 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Hibiscus  II  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Children  & Youth 

Convention  Center 
Room  317A,  3rd  Level 


Constitutional 

Amendments 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Carnation  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Credentials  and  Internal 
Affairs 

Credentials  and  Other 
Internal  Matters 

Sections  l&ll 
Convention  Center 
Room  327, 3rd  Level 

Membership 

Section  III 
Convention  Center 
Room  328, 3rd  Level 

Economic 

(Includes  Employment, 
Veterans  Preference  and 
Other  Economic  Matters) 

Convention  Center 
301 B,  3rd  Level 

Finance 

Convention  Center 
Room  324, 3rd  Level 

Foreign  Relations  Joint 
Meeting 

8:30  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  314, 3rd  Level 

Foreign  Relations 
Subcommittees 

(Subcommittees  will  meet 
immediately  following  joint 
session.) 

Legislation  and  Rules 

10  a.m. 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Plumeria  Room,  2nd  Floor 

National  Security  Joint 
Meetings 

(includes  Aerospace, 
Homeland  Security  and 
Civil  Preparedness,  Law  and 
Order,  Merchant  Marine, 
Military  Affairs,  and  Naval 
Affairs) 

Convention  Center 
Room  310, 3rd  Level 

National  Security 
Committees 

(immediately  following 
joint  meeting) 


2005  National  Convention 


Standing  Commissions  and  Committee  Meetings 


Aerospace 

Military  Affairs 

Convention  Center 

Convention  Center 

Room  302B,  3rd  Level 

Room  303B,  3rd  Level 

Homeland  Security 

Naval  Affairs 

& Civil  Preparedness 

Convention  Center 

Convention  Center 

Room  326B,  3rd  Level 

Room  305A,  3,d  Level 

General  Security  Ad  Hoc 

Law  and  Order 

Convention  Center 

Convention  Center 

Room  302A,  3rd  Level 

Room  305B,  3,d  Level 

General  Security  Meeting 

Merchant  Marine 

(all  committees) 

Convention  Center 

Convention  Center 

Room  326A,  3,d  Level 

Room  310, 3rd  Level 

Other  Meetings 

II 

Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  - Claims 
& Rating  and  Hospitals 
& Medical  Services,  Joint 
Meeting 
Ala  Moana  Hotel 
Hibiscus  I Room,  2nd  Floor 
(Hospital  & Medical 
Services  will  proceed  to  a 
separate  session  in  Garden 
Lanai  Room,  2"“  Floor, 
and  subsequently  return 
to  joint  session  following 
subcommittee  actions  on 
resolutions.) 


Monday,  Aug.  22 

POW/MIA  Update 

9 a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  310, 3rd  Level 

National  Convention 
Sergeant-at-Arms  Meeting 

8:30  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  301 B,  3rd  Level 

Pre-NEC  Meeting 

9 a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  311,3rd  Level 


Contest  Representatives  Meeting 
Aug.  19, 2 p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room  320, 3rd  Level 

SAL  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
Aug.  19, 3 p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Hall  II,  1st  Level 
SAL  National  Convention 
Aug.  19,5  p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Hallll,  1st  Level 


SAL  National  Convention 

Aug.  20, 8:30  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Hall  II,  1st  Level 

Convention  Parade  Meeting 

Aug.  20, 2 p.m. 

Convention  Center 
Room319A,  3rd  Level 

SAL  National  Convention 

Aug.  21, 8:30  a.m. 

Post  NEC  Meeting,  I p.m. 
Convention  Center 
Hall  II,  1st  Level 


Patriotic  Memorial  Service 

Aug.  21, 11  a.m. 

Convention  Center 
Hall  1, 1st  Level 

National  Convention  Parade 
Aug.  21, 4 p.m. 

Post-NEC  Meeting 

Aug.  25 

(Immediately  following  adjournment 
of  convention) 

Convention  Center 
Room  311, 3rd  Level 


2005  Reunions,  Receptions  and  Dinners 


Friday,  Aug.  19 

Sunday,  Aug.  21 

Tuesday,  Aug.  23 

Ye  Steivos  Reception 

ANAVICUS  Breakfast 

National  Commander's  Banquet 

Sponsored  by  Coors 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 

Roof  Top  Garden  Terrace,  4th  Level 

Hall  II,  1st  Level 

Garden  Lanai  Room,  2nd  Floor 
5:30  p.m. -7  p.m. 

7 a.m. -9  a.m. 

6:30  p.m. -9:30  p.m. 

Saturday,  Aug.  20 

Monday,  Aug.  22 

Wednesday,  Aug.  24 

Past  National  Commanders'  Wives  Luncheon 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

National  Historian's  Luncheon 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 

All-States  Dinner 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 

Carnation  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 

Room  301 B,  3rd  Level 

11:30  a.m.-  1:30  p.m. 

7 p.m. -10  p.m. 

11:30  a.m. -1:30  p.m. 

Past  Department  Commanders  Club 

Finance  Commission  Luncheon 

Luncheon 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 

Ala  Moana  Hotel 

Ginger  Terrace,  2nd  Floor 

Hibiscus  Ballroom,  2nd  Floor 

11:30  a.m.-  1:30  p.m. 

12  p.m. -2  p.m. 

The  American  Legion 


Entertainment 


Motor  City  Angels 

Hawaii-based  band  to  deliver  a high-energy  dance  party. 

The  Motor  City  Angels,  one  of  America's  finest  assemblies  of  musicians,  singers  and  dancers  will 
entertain  guests  at  the  National  Commander's  Banquet  Aug.  23. 

Seasoned  with  national  and  international  experience,  The  Motor  City  Angels  are  an  extravaganza  of  high 
energy,  finger  snappin',  rock  and  soul  music.  Since  opening  at  Magic  Mountain  in  Los  Angeles  in  1986, 

the  Motor  City  Angels  have  provided  outstanding 
entertainment  from  the  East  Coast  to  the 
Caribbean  and  Canada  and  throughout  the  Pacific. 
The  band  has  opened  for  headliners  such  as  the 
Spinners,  Lionel  Ritchie,  Gladys  Knight,  Tower  of 
Power,  Thelma  Houston,  Sheena  Easton,  The  Four 
Tops  and  others. 

Get  up  and  party!  Dance,  rock  and  jump  to 
the  funky  rhythm  section  and  tight  dancing 
horn  section.  Sway  and  swoon  to  the  sultry, 
provocative  melodies  of  the  irresistible,  versatile 
and  appealing  "Angels"  vocalists.  The  "Motor  City"  in  the  name  of  the  band  reflects  the  bright  and  well- 
dressed,  fully-choreographed,  great  dance  band  era  of  Motown  that  audiences  of  all  ages  know  and  love. 
But  this  band  is  much  more  than  that.  This  is  a practically  non-stop,  knock-down,  drag-out,  World-Class 
Dance  Party  moving  in  time  to  the  beat  that  never  stops. 

The  band's  play  list  starts  with  an  impressive  array  of  hits  from  the  Motor  City  and  winds  its  way 
throught  the  disco  years  into  the  exciting  edge  of  today's  hits.  Every  song  they  play  is  a recognizable  hit. 
The  renditions  are  classy,  crafted  and  polished.  Nothing  computer-generated  or  prerecorded. 


Paradise  & Co. 

Musical  ensemble  to  open 
convention. 

Paradise  & Company,  a top  show  and 
dance  band  that  tours  the  world,  features 
eight  musicians  and  five  different  lead 
singers.  The  ensemble  will  perform  at  the 
opening  of  The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Tuesday,  Aug.  23,  at  9 a.m. 


Agenda  of  the  87th  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 


Hawaii  Convention  Center 
Hall  1, 1st  Level 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Aug.  23-25, 2005 


TUESDAY,  AUG.  23 

8:30  a.m. 

Prelude 

Peter  Ole' 

Organist 

9 a.m. 

Call  To  Order 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

Advancement  Of  Colors 

2nd  District  Color  Guard 
The  American  Legion  of  Indiana 
Portage,  Ind. 

National  Anthem 

Nancy  Hays 
President 

Nancy  Hays  Entertainment,  Inc. 
Chicago 

Invocation 

Rev.  James  T.  Akers 
Kansas 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  Of  Allegiance 

POW/MIA  Empty  Chair  Ceremony 

Michael  D.  Helm 
Nebraska 

Chairman,  Foreign  Relations 
Commission 

Doc  Simon 
Vermont 

Vice  Chairman,  Foreign  Relations 
Commission 


Preamble  To  The  American 
Legion  Constitution 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

9:15  a.m. 

Opening 
"We  Are  Family" 

The  American  Legion  Youth 
Champions 

2005  Boys  Nation 
President 

2005  Junior  Shooting 
Sports  Champion 

2005  Eagle  Scout  of  the 
Year 

Samuel  Nassie 
Paradise,  Calif. 

2005 1st  Place  Winner 
National  Oratorical 
Contest 

Daniel  Berring 
Orinda,  Calif. 

2004  Baseball  Player  of 
the  Year 

Nolan  S.  Gallagher 
Red  Lodge,  Mont. 

Presentation  of  Spirit  of 
Service  Awards 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 


U.S.  Army 

Specialist  Megan  McCartney 

U.S.  Navy 

YN2  Elizabeth  Avalos 

U.S.  Marines 

CpI.  Jeffrey  S.  Caraway 

U.S.  Coast  Guard 

Petty  Officer  Erik  G.  Relford 

U.S.  Air  Force 

Staff  Sgt.  Roland  Kearney,  Jr. 

9:55  a.m. 

Presentation  of 
The  American  Legion 
Distinguished  Service  Award 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
To  Gen.  Richard  B.  Myers 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 

10:15  a.m. 

Introduction 

Sandi  Dutton 
Maryland 
National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

10:25  a.m. 

Address 

10:45  a.m. 

Welcome 

The  Hon.  Daniel  K.  Inouye 
U.S.  Senate 

The  Hon.  Daniel  K.  Akaka 
U.S.  Senate 

The  Hon.  Linda  Lingle 
Governor  of  Hawaii 
The  Hon.  Mufi  Hannemann 
Mayor  of  Honolulu 


Harry  B.  Pasco 
2004-2005  Department 
Commander 
Hawaii 

Michael  D.  McCloskey 
President,  The  American 
Legion  National  Convention 
Corp.  of  Hawaii 

11:45  a.m. 

Post  Everlasting  Ceremony 
11:50  a.m. 

National  Commander's  Report 
To  Convention 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

12:10  p.m. 

Call  For  Convention 

Robert  W.Spanogle 
Michigan 
National  Adjutant 

12:20  p.m. 

Certificate  Of  Appreciation 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
To  Rev.  James!  Akers 
Kansas 

National  Chaplain 

12:25  p.m. 

Presentation  of  Plaque  to  the 
City  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  for  the 
2004  National  Convention 

By  John  A.  Brieden,  III 
Texas 

Past  National  Commander 
Accepting:  Jennings  B.  Loring 
President,  The  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Corp.  of 
Tennessee 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
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12:30  p.m. 

Special  Presentation 

By  Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

Outgoing  National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
To  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

12:50  p.m. 

Introduction 

Sons  Of  The  American  Legion  Newly 
Elected  National  Commander 

12:55  p.m. 

Greetings 

Gen.  Kao,  Hua-chu  (Ret.) 
Minister 

Veterans  Affairs  Commission 
Republic  of  China 
Gen.  Lee,  San  Hoon  (Ret.) 
Chairman 

The  Korean  Veterans 
Association 
Kenneth  Henderson 
Dominion  President 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force 
Veterans  in  Canada 

Bob  Gray 

Vice  President 

The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 

John  Hawthornwaite 
National  Chairman 
The  Royal  British  Legion 

1:20  p.m. 

Report  of  Credentials  & 

Internal  Affairs  - Section  1 

1:40  p.m. 

Report  of  Legislation  and  Rules 

1:50  p.m. 

Report  of  Finance 

2:05  p.m. 

RECESS 

NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent 
sessions  and  times  of  convention 
committee  reports  are  subject  to 
change  by  the  chair. 


WEDNESDAY,  AUG.  24 

8:30  a.m. 

Prelude 

9 a.m. 

Call  To  Order 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

Salute  To  Colors 

Invocation 

Rev.  James  T.  Akers 
Kansas 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  Of  Allegiance 

9:05  a.m. 

Address 

The  Hon.  Elaine  L.  Chao 
Secretary 

Department  of  Labor 

9:25  a.m. 

Address 

The  Hon.  Jim  Nicholson 
Secretary 

Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 

9:45  a.m. 

Address 

The  Hon.  Steve  Buyer 
Chairman 

House  Committee  on  Veterans' Affairs 

10:05  a.m. 

Address 

Heather  French  Henry 
2000  Miss  America 
Heather  French  Foundation 

10:25  a.m. 

Address 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Nicholson 
U.S.  Army  (Ret.) 

Secretary,  American  Battle 
Monuments  Commission 

10:45  a.m. 

Special  Report  - Flag 
Amendment  Campaign 

Maj.  Gen.  Patrick  H.  Brady 
U.S.  Army  (Ret.) 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc. 

11:05  a.m. 

Address 

Rees  Lloyd 
Banning,  Calif. 


11:25  a.m. 

Report  of  Economics 

Employment  and  Veterans 
Preference 

Other  Economic  Matters 

11:45  a.m. 

Presentation  - Employer  of  the 
Year  Awards  for  Hiring  Veterans 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

To  Ray  Kauffman,  President 
Roger  W.  Hewitt,  Vice  President 
Omega  Training  Group,  Inc. 
Columbus,  Ga. 

To  Kathy  Hall, 

District  Recruiter 

Allied- Barton  Security  Services 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

To  Peggy  Anderson 
Program  Manager 
T Square  Logistics 
Services  Corp. 

Sheppard  AFB,  Texas 

Presentation  - American 
Legion  Local  Veterans 
Employee  Representative 
Of  The  Year  Award 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
To  Ronald  P.  Piercy 
Asheville,  N.C. 

Presentation  - Disabled 
Veterans  Outreach  Program  of 
the  Year  Award 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
To  Jon  H.  Cone,  Sr. 

Fayetteville,  N.C. 

Presentation  - Employment 
Service  Office  Of  The  Year 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
To  Carolyn  Walker, 

Manager 

Alabama  Career  Center 
Montgomery,  Ala. 


Presentation  - Homeless 
Veterans  Outreach  Award 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
To  Russ  Bensheimer 
Chairman 

Homeless  Veterans  Task  Force 
Trafalgar,  Ind. 

12:45  p.m. 

Report  Of  Americanism 

The  Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr., 
Trophy  and  the  Ralph  T.  O'Neil 
Education  Trophy 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

1 p.m. 

Presentation  - William 
Randolph  Hearst  Americanism 
Trophy 

To  winning  department 

1:10  p.m. 

Presentation  - 2005  National 
Law  Enforcement  Officer 
Of  The  Year 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
ToDet.  Marks.  Cottom 
Springfield  Township  Police 
Department 
Springfield,  Pa. 

1:15  p.m. 

Report  of  Children  & Youth 

Presentation  of  Garland  Murphy 
Award  And  Legacy  Award 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

1:30  p.m. 

Report  of  Credentials  & Internal 
Affairs  - Membership 

1:35  p.m. 

Department  Membership 
Awards 

1:55  p.m. 

Report  of  Veterans  Affairs  & 
Rehabilitation  Claims  and 
Rating  Hospitals  and  Medical 
Services 
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Agenda  of  the  87th  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 


Announcement  Of  Winning 
Department  - William  F.  Lenker 
National  Service  Trophy 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

2:20  p.m. 

Report  of  Credentials  & Internal 
Affairs  - Section  2 


2:35  p.m. 

Report  of  Constitutional 
Amendments 

Salute  To  Colors 

RECESS 


NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent 
sessions  and  times  of  convention 
committee  reports  are  subject  to 
change  by  the  chair. 


THURSDAY,  AUG.  25 

9 a.m. 

Call  To  Order 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 

Salute  To  Colors 
Invocation 

Rev.  James  T.  Akers 
Kansas 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  Of  Allegiance 
9:05  a.m. 

Presentation  - The  American 
Legion  Fourth  Estate  Award 

By  Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
To  Laurie  Stein 
WFOR-TV 
Miami,  Fla. 


9:10  a.m. 

Report  of  Foreign  Relations 


9:35  a.m. 

Report  of  National  Security 

Aerospace 

Homeland  Security  and  Civil 
Preparedness 
Law  and  Order 
Merchant  Marine 
Military  Affairs 
Naval  Affairs 
10  a.m. 

Presentation  of  Plaque  and 
Colors  to  Outgoing  National 
Commander 

By  John  P.  "Jake"  Comer 
Past  National  Commander 

Colors 

By  John  H.  Geiger 
Past  National  Commander 

Plaque 

Noon 

(or  at  the  conclusion  of  all  other 
business,  whichever  occurs  first) 

Special  Order  Of  Business 


Election  Of  National  Officers 
National  Commander 
Administering  The  Oath 
Of  Office  To  The  National 
Commander 

Acceptance  Speech  by  Newly 
Elected  National  Commander 

Election  Of  National  Officers 
Five  (5)  National 
Vice  Commanders 
Presentation  of  Colors  to  Newly 
Elected  National  Commander 

Response  by  Newly  Elected 
National  Commander 
Presentation  of  Newly  Elected 
National  President  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Unfinished  Business 
Benediction 
Retirement  Of  Colors 

NOTE:  The  National  Executive 
Committee  will  meet  within 
24  hours  after  close  of  the  convention. 


The  voice  of  the  Legion  Leadership 


• THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


The  American  Legion  Dispatch,  our  organization's 
monthly  newspaper,  is  the  voice  of  the  Legion 
leadership  and  will  keep  you  up  to  date  on  every 
facet  of  the  Legion.  Each  issue,  the  national  com- 
mander and  national  adjutant  speak  to  the  member- 
ship through  the  pages  of  the  Dispatch. 


An  annual  subscription  is  only  $15. 

To  subscribe,  call  (317)  630-1352, 
visit  online  at  www.legion.org 
or  write  to  The  American  Legion  Dispatch, 
P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 


Your  source  for 
timely  Legion  news. 


V"  ^ 


Distinguished  Guests  for  the  2005  National  Convention 


Highlighted  text  indicates 
distinguished  guests  who  are 
scheduled  to  give  presentations  at  the 
national  convention. 

Kevin  Adamson 

Vice  President 

Marsh  Affinity  Group  Services 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  Akaka 

U.S.  Senator 
Washington,  D.C. 

Darrin  W.  Allen 

Youth  Development  Coordinator 
USDA/Army  Youth  Development 
Project  Headquarters,  Installation 
Management  Agency 
Arlington,  Va. 

ConnieS.  Allman 
President  and  Senior  Trust  Officer 
Hoosier  Trust  Company 
Indianapolis 

Robert  J.  Anderlik 

Merchant  National  Account  Manager 
Stora  Enso  North  America 
Des  Plaines,  III. 

Ed  Anderson 
National  Accounts  Manager 
Imlach  Movers 
Lorain,  Ohio 
Peggy  Anderson 
Program  Manager 
T Square  Logistics  Services  Corp. 
Sheppard  AFB,  Texas 

Ronald  R.Aument 

Deputy  Under  Secretary  for  Benefits 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

YN2  Elizabeth  Avalos 
Naval  Technical  Training  Center 
Meridian,  Miss. 

Laura  Baiun 

Director,  Voluntary  Service  Office 
Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

Jeff  Baskin 

Director  of  Strategic  Development 
InPhonic,  Inc. 

Washington,  D.C. 

C.  Randolph  Beard,  III 

Vice  President 
Annin  & Company 
Roseland,  N.J. 


Russ  Bensheimer 

Chairman 

Homeless  Veterans  Task  Force 
Department  of  Indiana 
Trafalgar,  Ind. 

James  Bernard 

President 

The  Bronze  Craft  Corp. 

Nashua,  N.H. 

Daniel  Berring 

2005  National  Oratorical  Champion 
Orinda,  Calif. 

Jim  Binns 

Chairman 

Research  Advisory  Committee 
Gulf  War  Veterans' Illnesses 

Jim  Bombard 

Chief 

Bureau  of  Veterans  Education 
Division  of  Veterans  Affairs 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Maj.  Gen.  Patrick  Brady  (Ret.) 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc. 
Sumner,  Wash. 

Shelly  Brugh 

Fortville,  Ind. 

Michael  G.  Bruner 

Senior  Vice  President 
Marsh  Affinity  Group  Services 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  Hon.  Steve  Buyer 

Chairman 

House  Committee  on  Veterans' 
Affairs 

Brad  Bunn 

Director,  CPMS 
Department  of  Defense 
Arlington,  Va. 

Nicole  K.  Cadmus 

Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

Brian  R.  Cadmus 

Tecumseh,  Mich. 

CpI.  Jeffrey  S.  Caraway 

U.S.  Marine  Corps 
Arlington,  Va. 

The  Hon.  Ed  Case 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C. 


Gene  Castagnetti 

Director 

National  Memorial  Cemetery 

ofthe  Pacific 

Honolulu 

Dr.  Cherylee  Chang 

Neurosurgeon 
ThinkFirst  Hawaii 
Honolulu 

Hon.  Elaine  L.  Chao 

Secretary 

Department  of  Labor 
Washington,  D.C. 

Hon.  William  A.  Chatfield 

Director 

Selective  Service  System 
Arlington,  Va. 

Charles  Ciccolella 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
Veterans'  Employment  and  Training 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
Washington,  D.C. 

Jon  H.  Cone,  Sr. 

Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program 
Specialist 

Employment  Security  Commission 
Fayetteville,  N.C. 

Det.  Mark  S.  Cottom 

National  Law  Enforcement  Officer 
ofthe  Year 

Springfield  Township  Police 
Department 
Springfield,  Pa. 

Robert  F.  Cutler 

Clearwater,  Fla. 

Michael  J.  Deacon 

National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
Ames,  Iowa 

Faith  DesLauriers 

Director,  University  Veterans  Affairs 
Embry-Riddle  Aeronautical  University 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

Todd  Doctor 

Director 
Quad  V.E.T.S. 

Hammond,  La. 

Dave  Dubois 

Manager  & Principal  Policy  Advisor 
TAP,  Military  Career  Readiness 
Programs 
Washington,  D.C. 


Sandi  Dutton 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Indianapolis 

James  G.  Elliott 

President 

James  G.  Elliott  Co. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Bill  Elmore 

Assistant  Administrator 
Office  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Small  Business  Administration 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dave  Evans 

Office  ofthe  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Defense 
Public  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

Susan  K.  Fallon 
Senior  Director  of  Development 
Navy  League  ofthe  United  States 
Arlington,  Va. 

Steve  Fecko 

Senior  Vice  President 
SIRVA 

Pinceton  Junction,  N.J. 

Dennis  Fujii 

Cl N CP  AC  PAO 
H.M.  Smith,  Hawaii 
Nolan  S.  Gallagher 

2004  Baseball  Player  ofthe  Year 
Red  Lodge,  Mont. 

Bob  Gray 

Vice  President 

The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 
Ottawa,  Ont. 

Sean  Guilfoyle 

Senior  Marketing  Manager 
First  National  Bank  of  Omaha 
Omaha,  Neb. 

Kathy  Hall 
District  Recruiter 
Allied-Barton  Security  Services 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

The  Hon.  Mufi  Hannemann 

Mayor  ofthe  City  of  Honolulu 

John  Hawthornwaite 

National  Chairman 
The  Royal  British  Legion 
United  Kingdom 
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Distinguished  Guests  for  the  2005  National  Convention 


Marta  Hedding 

National  Treasurer 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Indianapolis 

Kenneth  Henderson 

Dominion  President 
ANAVIC 
Vanier,  Ont. 

Curtis  Henderson 

RxAmerica 
Salt  Lake  City 

Bruce  Henderson 

Vice  President 

Marsh  Advantage  America 

Indianapolis 

Ray  Hendrix 

Advisory  Committee  to  the  National 

Commander 

Statesboro,  Ga. 

Heather  French  Henry 

Heather  French  Foundation 
Hilton,  N.Y. 

Roger  L.  Hewitt 

Vice  President 

Omega  Training  Group,  Inc. 
Columbus,  Ga. 

Greg  Hull 

Bulkley  Dunton  Publishing  Group 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Robin  Ide 

Kahuku,  Hawaii 

The  Hon.  Daniel  K.  Inouye 

U.S.  Senator 
Washington,  D.C. 

Curtis  Inouye,  MPH 

Hawaii  State  Department  of  Health 
Pearl  City,  Hawaii 

Butch  Joeckel 

Naples,  Fla. 

Elzy  Kaina,  R.N. 

REHAB  Hospital  of  the  Pacific 
Honolulu 

Gen.  Kao,  Hua-chu  (Ret.) 

Minister,  Veterans  Affairs  Commission 
Republic  of  China 

Ray  W.  Kauffman 

President 

Omega  Training  Group,  Inc 
Columbus,  Ga. 

Staff  Sgt  Roland  Kearney,  Jr. 

Tinker  AFB,  Okla. 


Brian  Keefe 

Vice  President  of  Relationship 
Management 
RR  Donnelley  & Sons 
Downers  Grove,  III. 

Genevieve  Keller 

Kankakee,  III. 

Tim  Kennedy 

Ronald  McDonald  House  Charities 
Oak  Brook,  III. 

Candy  Kingma 

Director 

Government  Marketing/ 
Veterans  Holidays 
Cendant  Corporation 
Carmel,  Ind. 

Dennis  Kuewa 

Director,  VARO 
Honolulu 

Dr.  Michael  J.  Kussman 

Deputy  tinder  Secretary  for  Health 
Veterans  Health  Administration 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  G.  F.  Lee 

The  Adjutant  General  of  Hawaii 
Honolulu 

Gen.  Lee,  Sang  Hoon  (Ret.) 

Chairman 

The  Korean  Veterans  Association 
Republic  of  China 

Douglas  A.  Lentz 

Superintendent 

U.S.S.  Arizona  Memorial 

Honolulu 

Dr.  Leon  K.  Liem 

Neurosurgeon 

St.  Francis  Medical  Center 

Honolulu 

The  Hon.  Linda  Lingle 

Governor  of  Hawaii 

Rees  Lloyd 

Banning,  Calif. 

Richard  Lofgren 

President  & CEO 
Children's  Organ  Transplant 
Association 
Bloomington,  Ind. 

Spc.  Megan  McCartney 
Supply  Specialist 
769th  Engineer  Battalion 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 


Michael  McCloskey 

President,  Board  of  Directors 
The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corp.  of  Hawaii 
Kaneohe,  Hawaii 

Carolyn  Moses 

InPhonic,  Inc. 

Washington,  D.C. 

Robert  Myers 

Mercy  Medical  Airlift 
Virginia  Beach,  Va. 

Gen.  Richard  B.  Myers 

Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Washington,  D.C. 

Connie  Myler 

Business  Specialist/Veterans  Holiday 
Cendant  Corp. 

Carmel,  Ind. 

Samuel  Nassie 
2005  Eagle  Scout  of  the  Year 
Paradise,  Calif. 

The  Hon.  R.  James  Nicholson 

Secretary 

Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Nicholson 

U.S.  Army  (ret.) 

Secretary 

American  Battle  Monuments 

Commission 

Arlington,  Va. 

Brian  O'Hearne 

National  Adjutant 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Buzzards  Bay,  Mass. 

Dr.  Brian  O'Neil 

Director 

VA  Medical  Center 
Honolulu 

Lt.  Dave  Oney 

U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Headquarters,  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Washington,  D.C. 

Lt.  Gen.  Allen  K.Ono 

U.S.  Army  (ret.) 

Honolulu 

Harry  B.  Pasco 

2004-2005  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Hawaii 
Kapaau,  Hawaii 


Steve  Patterson 

Executive  Vice-President 
Mercy  Medical  Airlift 
Virginia  Beach,  Va. 

Kathi  Paulsen 

Marketing  Officer 

First  National  Bank  of  Omaha 

Omaha,  Neb. 

Keith  Pedigo 

Director,  Loan  Guaranty  Service 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

Ronald  P.  Piercy 
Local  Veterans  Employment 
Representative 
Asheville,  N.C. 

Dawn  Renka 

Chicago 

Jill  Renka 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Vidal  & Kathy  Rivera 

ThinkFirst 

National  Injury  Prevention 

Foundation 

Rolling  Meadows,  III. 

Peggy  Sappenfield 
National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Indianapolis 

Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Past  National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 
Bismarck,  N.D. 

Margie  Schroeder 

ThinkFirst 

National  Injury  Prevention 

Foundation 

Rolling  Meadows,  III. 

David  W.  Shidler 

Account  Executive 
Marsh  Affinity  Group  Services 
West  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

George  Sparks 

Associate  Director 
Relationships  Division 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 
Irving,  Texas 
Clint  Sporhase 
Second  Vice  President 
First  National  Bank  of  Omaha 
Omaha,  Neb. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Laurie  Stein 

WFOR-TV 
Miami,  Fla. 

Susan  Sturm 

Program  Manager 
Marsh  Advantage  America 
Indianapolis 

Neal  Susten 

Keystone  Uniform  Cap  Company 
Philadelphia 

Margaret  E.  Van  Dyk 

President 
S.  A.  Van  Dyk,  Inc. 

Oak  Brook,  III. 

Carol  Van  Kirk 

National  Vice  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Sutton,  Neb. 

Carolyn  Walker 

Manager 

Alabama  Career  Center 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

Peter  Wheeler 

Commissioner 

Department  of  Veterans  Service 
Atlanta 

Matthew  Wombacher 

Physical  Security  Specialist 
U.S.  Secret  Service 
Landover,  Md. 

Jim  Wright 

Vice  President 
Cole  Managed  Vision 
Twinsburg,  Ohio 

Dorothy  Zirkle,  CEO 

ThinkFirst 

National  Injury  Prevention  Foundation 
Rolling  Meadows,  III. 


Show  Off  Your  Skill 

The  NRA  Marksmanship  Qualification  Program  is  an 
exciting  recreational  shooting  program  the  for 
young  and  young  at  heart 

Have  fun  and  hone  your  skills  at  the  same  time 
while  you  rise  through  the  ranks  of  Pro-Marksman, 

Marksman,  Marksman  1st  Class,  Sharpshooter, 

and  Distinguished  Expert!  Courses  of  fire 
for  rifles,  pistols,  shotguns,  muzzleloading  guns 
and  air  guns  offer  challenging  but  attainable  goals. 

The  program  also  offers  attractive  discipline  patches,  as  well  as  medals,  pins, 
certificates,  and  patch  rockers  for  each  skill  level  you  attain.  Shoot  by 
yourself,  or  with  your  friends,  family,  and  club  members. 

The  NRA  Marksmanship  Qualification  Program  booklet  contains  all  the 
information  you  need  to  get  started  - the  courses  of  fire,  guidelines,  rules, 
and  awards. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  MEMBERS! 

Call  NRA  at  (703)  267-1505,  for  a FREE  copy  of 
the  NRA  Marksmanship  Qualification  Program  SPDRTS  i 
booklet!  Please  refer  to  offer  #TAL04. 
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2005  National  Convention  Officials 


2005  National  Convention  Commission 


Jeffrey  L.  Olson 

Chairman 


Michael  E.  Walton 


Vice  Chairman 


William  H.  Hicks 


National  Commander's 
Representative 


John  R.  Eckhoff 


Consultant 


Robert  F.  Cutler 


Consultant 


William  R. 
Kearsing,  Jr. 


Earnest  N.  Schmit  William  E. 

Anderson 


Charles  W.  Parnell  William  F. 

Rochford 


Leonard  B.  Roger  P.  Mathison 

Zimmerman 


Charles  F. 
Wessinger 


Dr.AlmoJ. 

Sebastianelli 


Glenn  R.  Green 


Randy  J.  Knight  Jerry  L.  Hedrick 

Advisory  Board  NEC  Liaison,  Chairman 


Robert  J.  Proctor 

NEC  Liaison 


2005  National  Convention  Corp. 


Michael  McCloskey 

President 


Andrew  Johnson 

Vice  President 
Parade  Chairman 


Bernard  K.Y.  Lee 

Secretary 


John  D.  Morris 


Michael  McCloskey 


NEC  Liaison 


Marvin  Siegfried 


SAL  Chairman 


Charles  R.  Knox 

Advisory  Board 


Richard  Hanni 


NEC  Liaison 


PHOTOS  NOT  AVAILABLE: 

Donald  Hiu 


Bernard  K.Y.  Lee 

Advisory  Board 


Donald 

Schulenberg 


NEC  Liaison 


Treasurer,  Distinguished  Guests  Chairman 

Reuben  Wong 

General  Council 

Wallace  Young 

Adviser 

Cecil  Meadows 

Badges  and  Packets  Chairman 

James  Messner 

Patriotic  Memorial  Service  Chairman 


The  American  Legion 


The  first  name  in  Headwear 
is  now  the  first  name 
in  Embroidery! 

We  are  already  well  known  for  our  custom  made  uniform  headwear  with  our 
exclusive  hand  sewn,  hand  cushioned  leather  sweatband,  which  makes  our 
uniform  headwear  the  most  comfortable  to  wear. 

Now,  we  are  carrying  our  expertise  in  quality  to  our 

embroidery,  and  you  are  the  winner. 

From  sample  to  full  production.  We 
can  handle  it 


Sports  caps,  jackets,  shirts,  aprons,  etc. 
We  specialize  in  orders  of  150  or  less. 


LANCASTER  UNIFORM 
CAP  COMPANY 


LANCASTER 

EMBROIDERY 


www.lancastercap.com 


You  deserve  a round  of  applause! 

jPMorgan  Asset  Management  is  pleased  to 
recognize  the  American  Legion. 

As  a dedicated  sponsor  of  local  events  and 
organizations,  we  salute  your  contributions 
to  the  community. 

For  more  information  about  jPMorgan  Asset 
Managements  products  and  services, 
please  contact: 

Jonathan  Veeder  317-321-7939 

JPMorgan  (j 

Asset  Management 

jPMorgan  Asset  Management  is  the  marketing  name  for  the  asset 
management  businesses  of  jPMorgan  Chase  & Co.  and  its  affiliates 
worldwide.  © 2005  JPMorgan  Chase  & Co. 


The  American  Legion  Honor  Roll  of  Service 


Past  National  Commanders  1919-2004 


Franklin  D'Olier+ 

Pennsylvania  1919-20 

Frederic  W.  Galbraith  Jr.* 

Ohio  1920-21 

JohnG.  Emery** 

Michigan  1921 

Hanford  MacNider* 

Iowa 

Alvin  M.  Owsley* 

Texas 

John  R.  Quinn* 

California 

James  A.  Drain* 

District  of  Columbia 

JohnR.McQuigg* 

Ohio 

Howard  P.  Savage* 

Illinois  1926-27 

Edward  E.  Spafford* 

New  York  1927-28 

Paul  V.  McNutt* 

Indiana  1928-29 

0.  Lee  Bodenhamerf 

Arkansas  1929-30 

Ralph  T.  O'Neill* 

Kansas  1930-31 

Henry  L.  Stevens  Jr.f 

North  Carolina  1931-32 

Louis  A.  Johnson 

West  Virginia  1932-33 

Edward  A.  Hayes1 

Illinois  1933-34 

Frank  N.Belgrano  Jr.* 

California  1934-35 

Ray  Murphy* 

Iowa  1935-36 


Harry  W.  Colmery* 

Kansas 

1936-37 

Daniel  J.  Doherty* 

Massachusetts 

1937-38 

Stephen  F.  Chadwick* 

Washington 

1938-39 

Raymond  J.  Kelly* 

Michigan 

1939-40 

Milo  J.  Warner* 

Ohio 

1940-41 

Lynn  U.Stambaugli 

i* 

North  Dakota 

1941-42 

Roane  Waring* 

Tennessee 

1942-43 

Warren  H.  Atherton* 

California 

1943-44 

Edward  N.Scheiberling* 

New  York 

1944-45 

John  Stelle* 

Illinois 

1945-46 

Paul  H.  Griffith* 

Pennsylvania 

1946-47 

James  F.  O'Neil* 

New  Hampshire 

1947-48 

Perry  Brown* 

Texas 

1948-49 

George  N.  Craig* 

Indiana 

1949-50 

Erie  Cocke  Jr.* 

Georgia 

1950-51 

Donald  R.  Wilson* 

West  Virginia 

1951-52 

Lewis  K.  Gough* 

California 

1952-53 

Arthur  J.  Connell* 

Connecticut 

1953-54 

Seaborn  P.  Collins* 

New  Mexico 

1954-55 

J.  Addington  Wagner* 

Michigan  1955-56 

Dan  Daniel* 

Virginia 

1956-57 

JohnS.  Gleason  Jr.* 

Illinois 

1957-58 

Preston  J.  Moore 

Oklahoma 

1958-59 

Martin  B.  McKneally* 

New  York  1959-60 

William  R.  Burke* 

California 

1960-61 

Charles  L.  Bacon* 

Missouri 

1961-62 

James  E.  Powers* 

Georgia 

1962-63 

Hon.  Daniel  F.  Foley* 

Minnesota  1963-64 

Donald  E.  Johnson* 

Iowa 

1964-65 

L.  Eldon  James* 

Virginia 

1965-66 

John  E.  Davis* 

North  Dakota 

1966-67 

William  E.  Galbraith 

Nebraska  1967-68 

William  C.  Doyle* 

NewJersey 

1968-69 

J.  Milton  Patrick* 

Oklahoma 

1969-70 

Alfred  R.Chamie* 

California 

1970-71 

John  H.  Geiger 

Illinois 

1971-72 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

Texas 

1972-73 

Robert  E.L.  Eaton* 

Maryland 

1973-74 

James  M.Wagonseller* 

Ohio 

1974-75 

Harry  G.  Wiles* 

Kansas 

1975-76 

William  J.  Rogers 

Maine 

1976-77 

Robert  Charles  Smith* 

Louisiana 

1977-78 

John  M.  Carey 

Michigan 

1978-79 

Frank  1.  Hamilton* 

Indiana 

1979-80 

Michael  J.  Kogutek 

New  York 

1980-81 

Jack  W.  Flynt* 

Texas 

1981-82 

Al  Keller  Jr.* 

Illinois 

1982-83 

Keith  Kreul 

Wisconsin 

1983-84 

Clarence  M.  Bacon 

Maryland 

1984-85 

Dale  L.  Renaud* 

Iowa 

1985-86 

James  P.  Dean 

Mississippi 

1986-87 

John  P.  "Jake"  Comer 

Massachusetts 

1987-88 

Hon.  H.F.  "Sparky"  Gierke 

North  Dakota 

1988-89 

Miles  S.  Epling 

West  Viriginia 

1989-90 

Robert  S.  Turner 

Georgia 

1990-91 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 

Pennsylvania 

1991-92 

Roger  A.  Munson* 

Ohio 

1992-93 

Bruce  Thiesen 

California 

1993-94 

William  M.Detweiler 

Louisiana 

1994-95 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig 

Minnesota 

1995-96 

Joseph  J.  Frank 

Missouri 

1996-97 

Anthony  G.  Jordan 

Maine 

1997-98 

Butch  L.  Miller 

Virginia 

1998-99 

Alan  G.  Lance,  Sr. 

Idaho 

1999-00 

Ray  G.  Smith 

North  Carolina 

2000-01 

Richard  J.  Santos 

Maryland 

2001-02 

Ronald  F.  Conley 

Pennsylvania 

2002-03 

John  A.  Brieden  III 

Texas 

2003-04 

1921- 22 

1922- 23 

1923- 24 

1924- 25 

1925- 26 


Past  National  Commanders  by  vote  of  National  Convention 


Bennett  Champ  Clark* 

Missouri 

Presided  at  Paris  Caucus,  March  1919 

Milton  J.  Foreman* 

Illinois 

Chairman,  Executive  Committee  at  Paris 


Henry  D.  Lindsley* 

Texas 

Presided  at  St.  Louis  Caucus, 
May  1919 

Theodore  Roosevelt  Jr.* 

New  York 


Eric  Fisher  Wood* 

Pennsylvania 
Temporary  Chairman 
and  Secretary  at  Paris  Caucus 

Thomas  W.  Miller* 

Nevada 

Chairman  Pro  Tempore 
Paris  Caucus,  March  1919 


Honorary  National  Commanders 


Maurice  Stember* 

New  York 

Hamilton  Fish* 

New  York  1979 

E.  Roy  Stone  Jr.* 

South  Carolina  1987 


Gen.  John  J.  Pershing*  Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch* 


* Deceased *Killed  in  auto  accident,  **Elected  by  Executive  Committee  to  fill  unexpired  term 


The  American  Legion 


Distinguished  Service  Medal  Recipients 


The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Medal  is  awarded  after  nominations  are  presented  by  the  national  commander  or  by 
department  action.  The  medal  of  10-kt.  gold  consists  of  a special  bar  inscribed  with  the  words,  "Distinguished  Service"  and  a ribbon 
with  "Distinguished  Service"  in  bold  letters,  super-imposed  on  a rose  gold  matte  background.  The  reverse  side  of  the  medallion 
features  the  name  of  the  recipient.  The  medal  is  awarded  once  a year,  at  the  national  convention,  in  recognition  for  outstanding 
service  to  the  nation  and  to  a program  of  The  American  Legion. 


1921  Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch  of  France 
Adm.  Earl  Beatty  of  Great  Britain 
Gen.  Baron  Jacques  of  Belgium 
Gen.  Armando  Diaz  of  Italy 
Charles  Bertrand  of  France 

1922  Gen.  John  J.  Pershing 

1923  Adm.  Robert  E.  Coontz 
Gen.  Josef  Haller  of  Poland 

1926  Ignace  Jan  Paderewski  of  Poland 

1927  Comte  Francois  Marie  Robert  Dejean 
of  France 

1928  Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby 
of  Great  Britain 

1929  Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1930  Adm.  Williams.  Sims 

1942  Gen.  Douglas  A.  MacArthur 

1943  Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 
Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 

1944  Hon.  Frank  Knox* 

Henry  Ford 

Gen.  H.H.  Arnold 

1945  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt  Jr.* 

Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle* 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Stimson 
Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Nimitz 
Gen.  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

1946  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
Bob  Hope 

William  Randolph  Hearst 
Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
Hon.  Cordell  Hull 

1947  Lt.  Gen.  Williams.  Knudsen 
Sen.  Edward  Martin 

Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 

1949  President  Harry  S.  Truman 
George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth* 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker* 

1950  Charles  F.  Johnson  Jr. 

Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 
Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 


1951 

Gen.  Charles  P.Summerall 

1953 

Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson* 

1954 

Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White* 

1955 

Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 
Maj.  Gen.  EllardA.  Walsh 

1956 

Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 
Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1957 

Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 

The  Most  Rev.  Fulton  J.  Sheen 

1958 

Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 
Unknown  Servicemen  of  WWI,  WWII 
and  Korea,  interred  at  the  Tomb  of 
the  Unknown  Soldier,  Arlington 
National  Cemetery 

1959 

Sen.  Roberts.  Kerr 

1961 

President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1962 

Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 
Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley* 

1963 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1964 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Mayo 

1965 

President  Herbert  C.  Hoover* 
Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1966 

Capt.  Roger  H.C.  Donlon 

1967 

Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1968 

President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
Gen.  William  C.  Westmoreland 

1969 

President  Richard  M.  Nixon 

1970 

Rep.  OlinE.  Teague 

1971 

Rep.  L.  Mendel  Rivers* 
Sen.  Richard  B.  Russell* 

1972 

Sen.  John  C.  Stennis  Dewitt  Wallace 

1974 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
Rep.  F.  Edward  Hebert 

1975 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

1976 

Pat  O'Brien 

1977 

Howard  A.  Rusk,  M.D. 

1978 

Bowie  K.  Kuhn 

1979 

Thomas  A.  Murphy 

1980 

President  Gerald  R.  Ford 

Dead  & Missing  of  the  Vietnam  War 

1981 

American  Space  Shuttle  Astronauts 
John  Young  and  Robert  Crippen 

1982 

President  Ronald  W.  Reagan 

1983 

Adm.  Hyman  C.  Rickover 

1984 

Sen.  J.  Strom  Thurmond 

1985 

Hon.  Caspar  W.  Weinberger 
Fleet  Adm.  William  F.  Halsey  Jr* 

1987 

Hon.  William  H.  Webster 

1988 

Douglas  Edwards 

1989 

Hon.  Howard  H.  Baker  Jr. 

1990 

Michael  E.  DeBakey,  M.D. 

1991 

President  George  H.W.  Bush 

1992 

Richard  Thornburgh 

1993 

Gen.  Colin  Powell 

1994 

Walter  Annenburg 

1995 

Crew  of  the  Enola  Gay 
(Paul  W.  Tibbets,  Dutch  Van  Kirk, 
Tom  Ferebee,  Dick  Nelson  and 
BobCarron*) 

1996 

Rep.  G.V.  "Sonny"  Montgomery 

1997 

Sen.  Robert  J.  Dole 

1999 

Zachary  Fisher* 

2000 

Sen.  Orrin  Hatch 

2001 

Gen.  Henry  H.  Shelton 

2002 

Rep.  Bob  Stump 

2003 

Drs.  Jeanne  Mager  Stellman  and 
Steven  Stellman 

*awarded  posthumously 
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Sandi  Dutton 


National  President 
Maryland 


Carol  Van  Kirk 


National  Vice  President 
Nebraska 


Annual  Report 


Auxiliary  caught  the  wave  in  '04-05 

American  Legion  Auxiliary  National  President  Sandi  Dutton  encouraged 
members  to  remember  her  theme,  "Catch  the  Wave,"  and  to  hang  on  for  a 
wild  ride  during  the  2004-2005  year. 

Despite  a few  dips,  curves  and  near  wipeouts  en  route,  National  President 
Dutton  has  splashed  down  in  Honolulu  ready  for  more  fun  as  she  prepares  to 
preside  at  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary's  85th  National  Convention. 

It's  been  a busy,  productive  year  for  the  46-year-old  marketing  sales 
executive  from  Beltsville,  Md.  National  President  Dutton  has  put  her 
professional  experience  to  work  on  behalf  of  the  nearly  1 million  members  of 
the  Auxiliary. 

The  Auxiliary's  commitment  to  veterans  and  their  families  tops  the 
organization's  mission  statement.  That  commitment  never  wavers  and 
remains  the  top  priority. 

As  America  continues  its  war  on  international  terrorism,  the  Auxiliary's 
efforts  to  assist  the  current  generation  of  men  and  women  defending 
America  will  continue  as  long  as  help  is  needed. 

Auxiliary  units  have  organized  "welcome  home"  events  for  returning 
veterans  and  have  sent  thousands  of  in-demand  personal  comfort  items  to 
U.S.  service  personnel  deployed  worldwide. 


Peggy  Sappenfield 


National  Secretary 
Indiana 


Marta  Hedding 


National  Treasurer 
Indiana 


"Josie"  Crossan 


National  Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 
Delaware 


Last  year,  Auxiliary  members  hosted  a reported  349  gift  shops  at  VA 
facilities  that  provided  more  than  $800,000  in  gifts  to  hospitalized  veterans. 
All  told,  Auxiliary  members  donated  $3.8  million  last  year  to  make  the  lives 
of  hospitalized  veterans  just  a little  happier.  Members  donated  more  than 
2 million  volunteer  hours  at  VA  and  state  veterans'  facilities,  serving  an 
estimated  1.5  million  veterans. 

Unit  members  made  lap  robes,  bedspreads,  bed  caddies,  bib  aprons, 
wheelchair  bags,  ditty  bags  and  crocheted  slippers  and  shawls  for 
hospitalized  veterans.  And,  due  to  inadequate  reporting,  the  reported  activity 
and  financial  figures  don't  reflect  the  true  extent  of  giving. 

The  National  Veterans  Creative  Arts  Festival  continues  building 
momentum  among  Auxiliary  members.  The  organization  is  a proud  national 
co-sponsor  (along  with  Help  Hospitalized  Veterans)  of  the  festival,  which  uses 
the  arts  as  therapy. 

Auxiliary  members  assist  veterans  and  their  families  because  they  care 
- not  for  publicity.  But  conveying  the  Auxiliary's  positive  message  of  "Service 
Above  Self"  is  a story  worth  telling. 

This  year,  National  President  Dutton  placed  extra  emphasis  on  infusing 
a keener  public-relations  sense  in  every  Auxiliary  endeavor.  "As  an 
organization,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  must  do  a better  job  of  making 
the  public  more  aware  of  all  the  good  things  we're  doing  out  there,"  Dutton 
said.  Effective  public  relations,  she  added,  can  heighten  a unit's  profile  in  the 


Honolulu,  Hawaii 
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FRIDAY,  AUG.  19 
6 p.m. -7:30  p.m. 
National  Junior 
Registration 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 

SATURDAY,  AUG.  20 
8 a.m. -9  a.m. 
National  Executive 
Committee  Meeting 

Room  311  - Kauai 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 


9 a.m. 

National  Junior  Meeting 

Pacific  Ballroom  F 
Renaissance  llikai 

9:30  a.m. -11:30  a.m. 
Pre-convention 
Committee  Meetings 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 

Group  A 

Room  311- Kauai 
Americanism 
A uxiliary  Emergency  Fund 
Community  Service 


Group  B 

Room  315  -Moloka'i 
Children  & Youth 
Liaison  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Foundation 
Education 
Girls  State 

Group C 

Room  316A- Maui 
Junior  Activities 
Cavalcade  of  Memories 
National  Security 
Public  Relations 

Group  D 

Room  316B- Maui 
Legislative 

Past  Presidents  Parley 
Poppy 


Group  E 

Room  317 -Kaho'olawe 
Chaplains 
Historians 
Leadership 
Unit  Development  & 
Revitalization 

Group  F 

Room  301A 
Constitution  & Bylaws 
Rules 

Group  G 

Room  323C 
Membership 

Group  H 

Room318A 

Credentials 

Resolutions 


Group  I 

Room  323B 
Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation 

Group J 

Room319B 

Finance 

1 p.m. 

Junior  Field  Trip 

1:30  p.m. -3:30  p.m. 
Senior  Division  Caucuses 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 
Central  Division 
323  B&C 
Eastern  Division 
316  C- Maui 
Northwestern  Division 
316  B- Maui 
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Rene  Reese 


National  Vice  President 
Central  Division 
Ohio 


Margarita  Cruz 


National  Vice  President 
Southern  Division 
Puerto  Rico 


Genene  Quick 


National  Vice  President 
Northwestern  Division 
Wyoming 


Conney  Bell 


National  Chaplain 
South  Carolina 


Loretta  Shellman 


National  Historian 
Wisconsin 


local  community  and  is  a great  membership  recruiting  tool.  "Women  want  to 
belong  to  the  groups  that  are  the  'doers'  in  their  communities,"  Dutton  said. 

Not  content  with  standing  pat  on  membership,  Dutton  launched  an 
effort  to  transfer  new  members  acquired  through  the  Direct  Membership 
Solicitation  (DMS)  program.  The  goal  is  to  move  these  members  to  local  units 
and  get  newcomers  involved  in  Auxiliary  programs.  To  this  end,  departments 
received  $5  for  every  "headquarters  unit"  member  who  transferred  to  a 
local  unit.  By  early  April,  more  than  1,600  members  had  transferred  their 
memberships  to  local  units. 

Dutton  also  backed  an  aggressive  recruiting  drive,  awarding  members  not 
only  for  recruiting  eligible  Auxiliary  members  but  veterans  eligible  for  Legion 
membership. 

Efforts  by  the  Auxiliary's  Unit  Development  and  Revitalization  (UD&R) 
Committee  are  paying  off,  too.  Most  departments  have  formed  their  own 
UD&R  committees;  visits  from  the  national  UD&R  team  have  featured 
workshops  that  train  grassroots  members  on  techniques  to  revitalize 
flagging  units. 

In  addition,  the  brochure,  "10  Warning  Signs  That  a Unit  Needs  UD&R," 
has  seen  wide  distribution.  The  brochure  is  another  UD&R  tool  to  form  new 
units  and  save  struggling  ones.  The  effort  has  paid  off  in  declining  charter 
cancellations  and  the  addition  of  50  new  charters  between  the  Nashville 
convention  and  Spring  2005  alone. 


Concern  for  children,  their  welfare  and  educational  needs  remain  a focus 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary's  enthusiastic  efforts.  Auxiliary  members 
enjoy  a strong  working  relationship  with  posts  and  squadrons  concerning 
youth-related  programs. 

National  President  Dutton  placed  special  emphasis  this  year  on  four 
areas:  The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Children's  Miracle 
Network,  the  Family  Support  Network  and  care  and  concern  for  the 
nation's  foster  children.  Auxiliary  members  also  contributed  to  the  Spirit  of 
Youth  Fund;  The  American  Legion  Legacy  Scholarship  Fund;  the  Girl  Scout 
Achievement  Award,  and  thousands  of  dollars  in  unit,  department  and 
national  scholarships. 

Auxiliary  Education  Committee  members  purchased  and  distributed 
more  than  300  of  the  America's  Veterans  videos  to  schools  nationwide.  And 
members  organized  events  honoring  educators  during  American  Education 
Week  last  fall  and  National  Teacher  Week  in  May. 

Our  premier  youth-related  program,  Girls  State,  enjoyed  another  successful 
year,  providing  an  educational,  hands  on  civics  lesson  for  accomplished  young 
women  who  learn  the  workings  of  the  American  political  process. 

Beyond  the  list  of  programs  and  accomplishments  for  the  year,  National 
President  Dutton  points  to  the  Auxiliary's  true  strength:  the  commitment  of 
its  nearly  1 million  members  to  keeping  America  strong,  and  caring  for  our 
veterans  who  sacrificed  to  maintain  America's  abiding  strength. 


Southern  Division 
311  - Kauai 
Western  Division 
316  A -Maui 

5 p.m. 

Junior  Division  Caucuses 

Renaissance  llikai 
Central  Division 
Pacific  Ballroom  F 
Eastern  Division 
Lanai 

Northwestern  Division 
Kauai 

Southern  Division 
Moloka'i 
Western  Division 
Hawaii 


6 p.m.  - 7:30  p.m. 
National  Junior  Meeting 

Pacific  Ballroom  F 
Renaissance  llikai 

SUNDAY,  AUG.  21 

8 a.m.  -9  a.m. 

National  and 
Department 
Pages  Meeting 

Kalakaua  Ballroom 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 

9 a.m. 

National  Junior  Meeting 

Pacific  Ballroom  F 
Renaissance  llikai 


11  a.m. 

Joint  Patriotic  Memorial 
Service 

Kamehameha  Hall  I 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 

1:30  p.m. -3  p.m. 
Parliamentary  Workshop 

Room  315 

Hawaii  Convention  Center 

4 p.m. 

National  Convention 
Parade 

MONDAY,  AUG.  22 

Kalakaua  Ballroom 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 

8:30  a.m. 


Opening 

"A  Living  History" 

Call  to  Order 
Sandi  Dutton 
National  President 
Welcome 
Sandi  Dutton 
National  President 
Introductions 
Barbara  Mallonee 
Chairman  of  Pages 

Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 
Rosita  Dietrich 
National  President's  Page 
Roberta  Caggiano 
National  President's  Page 


Tammy  Richardson 
National  President's  Page 
Patricia  Lach 
National  President's  Page 

Syble  Deshotel 
Chairman,  Distinguished 
Guests  Committee 
Elizabeth  White 
Vice  Chairman,  Distinguished 
Guests  Committee 
Donna  Dietrich 
Member,  Distinguished 
Guests  Committee 
Marjorie  Weber 
Convention  Parliamentarian 
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Greetings 

Sandra  J.  Davis 
President 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Department  of  Hawaii 

Elizabeth  Lee 
National  Convention 
Chairman 

Irene  Stidham 
Le  Chapeau  National 
Eight  and  Forty 
Katherine  Morris 
Past  National  President 
Credentials  Report 
Meredith  Beeg 
Chairman 

Rules  Report 

Bonnie  Lamson 
Chairman 

Program  Report 

Peggy  Sappenfield 
National  Secretary 
Greetings 
Michael  J.  Deacon 
National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Americanism  Report 

Ruth  Proctor 
Chairman 

2005  Girl  Scout 
Achievement  Award 

Recipient,  Nickole  Evans 

Junior  Activities  Report 

Nancy  Brown  Park 
Chairman 

Honorary  National  Junior 
Naomi  Farace 
President 
Introduction  of 
2005-2006  Honorary 
National  Junior 
President 

Girls  State  Report 
Mary  Elarper 
Chairman 

Introduction  of 
2005  Girls  Nation 
President 


Poppy  Report 

Peggy  Thomas 
Chairman 

Introduction  of 
Miss  Poppy  6-12 
Introduction  of 
Miss  Poppy  13-18 

Past  Presidents 
Parley  Report 

Katherine  Morris 
Chairman 

Greetings 

Michael  McCloskey 
The  American  Legion 
2005  Convention  Corp. 

Robert  Spanogle 

National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 

National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 

Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Report 
JoAnn  Cronin 
Chairman 
Introduction  of 
American  Legion 
Auxiliary  VAVS  Volunteer 
of  the  Year 

RECESS 

TUESDAY  AUG.  23 

Kalakaua  Ballroom  C 
8:30  a.m. 

Call  to  Order 

Sandi  Dutton 
National  President 

Invocation 
Conney  Bell 
National  Chaplain 

Nomination  of  National 
Officers 

Auxiliary  Emergency 
Fund  Report 

Linda  Caudell 
Chairman 

Cavalcade  of  Memories 
Report 

Barbara  Kranig 
Chairman 


National  Security  Report 

Patricia  Kranzow 
Chairman 

Public  Relations  Report 

Priscilla  Imburgia 
Chairman 

Constitution  and  Bylaws 
Report 

Rita  Navarrete 
Chairman 

Children  and  Youth 
Report 

Jan  Pulvermacher 
Chairman 

Liaison  to  the  Child 
Welfare 

Pearl  Behrend 
Chairman 

Foundation  Report 

Garland  Murphy  Award 
Presentation 

The  American  Legion 
Child  Welfare  Foundation 

Community  Service 
Report 

Desi  Stoy 
Chairman 

Membership  Report 

Barbara  Koricanek 
Chairman 

Unit  Development  and 
Revitalization  Report 
Flora  Jean  Craig 
Chairman 
Representatives 
of  Veterans  Affairs 
Commission 
Republic  of  China 
Representatives  of 
The  Korean  Veterans 
Association 

RECESS 

12:30  p.m. 

Past  Department 
Presidents  Luncheon 

Kamehameha  Hall  II 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 


WEDNESDAY,  AUG.  24 

Kalakaua  Ballroom  C 

8:30  a.m. 

Call  to  Order 

Sandi  Dutton 
National  President 

Invocation 

Conney  Bell 
National  Chaplain 

Election  of  National 
Officers 

The  Hon.  James 
Nicholson 

Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs 

Legislative  Report 

Carlene  Ashworth 
Chairman 

Leadership  Report 

Penny  Maklary 
Chairman 

Historian's  Report 

Loretta  Shellman 
National  Historian 

Chaplain's  Report 

Conney  Bell 
National  Chaplain 

Finance  Report 

Phyllis  Bachman 
Chairman 

Education  Report 

Terry  Porter 
Chairman 

Introduction  of  Local 
Convention  Committees 

American  Legion 
Auxiliary  Member 
Benefits 

Stephen  Dammann 
Senior  Vice  President 
Aon  Association  Services 
Division 

Report  of  the 
National  President 

Presentation  of  National 
President's  Scrapbook 

Sharon  Holter 


Report  of  the 
Election  Committee 

Introduction  of  National 
Officers  for  2005-2006 
Resolutions  Report 
Recessional  of  Colors 

RECESS 

7 p.m. 

States  Dinner 

Kamehameha  Hall  II 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 

THURSDAY,  AUG.  25 

Kalakaua  Ballroom 
Hawaii  Convention  Center 

8:30  a.m. 

Installation  of  2005-2006 
National  Officers 

Presentation  of  Pin 
and  Ribbon  to  Retiring 
National  President 

Presentation  of  Colors 
to  Retiring  National 
President 

Retirement  of  National 
Colors 

Adjournment  of  National 
Convention 

Post-convention 
National  Executive 
Committee  Meeting 

Room  311,  Hawaii 
Convention  Center 
(Immediately  following  the 
adjournment  of  National 
Convention) 


The  American  Legion 


Children’s  Organ 
Transplant  Association 


The  Restart™  Program 


GOAL:  Recycle  100,000  phones 


Restart™  is  a cellular  phone 
recycling  program  that  allows 
communities  to  collect  and  send 
phones  in  for  refurbishment. 

All  proceeds  will  benefit  the 
Children’s  Organ  Transplant 
Association.  Participating  in  this 
program  raises  funds  for  both  kids 
needing  a life-saving  transplant 
and  your  post. 

COTA  Patient  Campaigns  receive 
$3  per  recyclable  phone.  Any 
additional  income  received  from 
the  phone  recycler  is  distributed  to 
the  COTA  patients’  fund. 

Participating  American  Legion 
posts  can  receive  a one-time 
stipend  of  $100  when  they  recycle 
at  least  100  phones.  Organizations 
may  decide  which  COTA  patient 
receives  the  proceeds. 

Restart™  program  runs  March  12 
through  November  19,  2005. 


5 Simples  Step  To  Participate 

1.  Spread  the  word  about  the  need 
for  used  phones  and  promote 
your  communities  collection 
sites. 

2.  Collect  used  cellular  phones 
until  November  19,  2005. 

3.  When  you’re  done  collecting, 
contact  COTA  to  order  a 
postage-paid  recycling  package, 
put  the  phones  in  the  box  and 
ship  them  to  the  recycler. 

4.  Complete  the  Restart™  Recycling 
Report  and  send  to  COTA. 

5.  Funds  will  be 

dispersed  before  __  W _W_ 
January  2006. 


MAIL  To:  Rick  Lofgren,  President 
Children's  Organ  Transplant  Association 
2501  COTA  Drive,  Bloomington,  IN  47403 
800.366.2682  www.cota.org 
e-mail:  cota@cota.org 


YES!  I want  to  assist  my  fellow 
Americans  by: 

□ Participating  in  the  Restart™  Program. 

□ Distributing  donor  registration  cards. 

Quantity . 

□ Helping  with  campaigns  in  our  area. 
Please  contact  me. 

□ Contacting  middle  and  high  schools  in 
my  area. 


Name 


Address 


City 

State 

ZIP 

Post  Name  and  Number 

County 

Contact  Phone 

Post  Phone 

□ Please  place  me  on  your  mailing  list. 


Save  $15  on  your  weekly  rental 
with  Budget! 


American  Legion  members  save  more  with  a bonus 
offer  of  $15  off  a weekly  rental.  Simply  book  with 
BCD  # T756500  and  experience  the  great  value  of 
Budget!  Reserve  your  rental  online  for  our  best  rates! 

For  our  lowest  rates,  visit  budget.com 

For  reservations,  call 

1-800-455-2848  or  book  online. 


$15  Off 

Weekly  Rental! 

Clip  and  present  at  the  counter.. 

Terms  and  Conditions:  Coupon  valid  on  an  Intermediate 
(Group  C)  through  a Full  Size  four-door  (Group  E)  car. 
Dollars  off  applies  to  the  time  and  mileage  charges  on  a 
minimum  five-day  rental.  Taxes,  concession  recovery  fees, 
customer  facility  charges  ($10/contract  in  CA),  optional 
items  and  other  surcharges  may  apply  and  are  extra. 
Coupon  must  be  surrendered  at  time  of  rental;  one  coupon 
per  rental.  An  advance  reservation  is  required.  May  not 
be  used  in  conjunction  with  any  other  coupon,  promotion  or 
offer,  except  your  member  discount.  Coupon  valid  at 
participating  Budget  locations  in  the  contiguous  U.S.  Offer 
subject  to  vehicle  availability  at  time  of  rental  and  may 
not  be  available  on  some  rates  at  some  times.  Renter 
must  meet  Budget  age,  driver  and  credit  requirements. 
Minimum  age  is  25,  but  may  vary  by  location.  Rental  must 
begin  by  12731/05. 

For  Budget  CSR  Use  Only 

At  checkout: 

• In  BCD,  enter  T756500 

• In  CPN.  enter  MUGZ419 

• Complete  this  information: 

RA  #: 

Operator  ID: 

Rental  Location: 

BCD  #: 

• Attach  to  COUPON  tape 

Coupon  # MUGZ419 


Budget  features  Ford,  Lincoln  and  Mercury  vehicles. 


©2005  Budget  Rent  A Car  System,  Inc. 


13148 


1-800-455-2848 

budget.com 


84th  Annual  La  Marche  Nationale  La  Boutique  Nationale  Des  Huit  Chapeaux  Et  Quarante  Femmes 


REGISTRATION 

All  packets  are  to  be  picked  up  at  Eight  and  Forty 
Headquarters  Office,  2nd  Floor  Niihau  Suite  Monday 
Aug.  22  until  Aug.  27,  hours  to  be  posted. 

EMBLEM  SALES 

No  Emblem  orders  will  be  taken  at  the  Nationale  Marche. 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

All  Distinguished  Guests  are  to  meet  in  the  Pacific  Ballroom  E, 
upon  their  arrival,  to  be  presented. 


Honolulu,  Hawaii,  Aug.  25-27, 2005 


Irene 

Stidham 

La  Chapeau 
Nationale 


Ms.  Elyline 
Schweitzer 

La  Secretaire 

Cassiere 

Nationale 


THURSDAY,  AUG.  25 

Les  Chapeaux  Nationaux 
Passe  Luncheon 

11:30  a.m. 


Pre  Marche  Committee 
Meetings 

Second  Floor  Suites 


Hawaii  I: 

Permanent  Organization  and 
Rules  of  Order 
Chairman  Rose  Renn 
2 p.m. -2:30  p.m. 

Children  and  Youth 
Chairman  Donna  Berkhiemer 
2:30  p.m. -4  p.m. 

Hawaii  II: 

Credentials 

Chairman  Mary  Wentzel 

2 p.m. -2:30  p.m. 
Resolutions 

Chairman  Rose  M.  Koper 
2:30  p.m. -3  p.m. 
Constitution  and  Bylaws 
Chairman  Charline  Romig 

3 p.m. -4p.m. 

Hawaii  III: 

Nurses  Scholarship 
Chairman  Marcella  Schmidt 

2 p.m. -3  p.m. 

Partnership 
Chairman  Linda  Turner 

3 p.m. -4  p.m. 


Kauai  I: 

Publicity 

Chairman  Mariam  Wuwert 
2 p.m. -2:30  p.m. 

L'Aumonier 
Frances  Haydei 
2:30  p.m.-  3 p.m. 

L'Archiviste 
Beverly  Stites 
3-3:30  p.m. 

Awards 

Chairman  Audrey  June  Woodard 
3:30  p.m. -4  p.m. 

Kauai  II: 

Ritual  and  Emblem 
Chairman  Trudy  Chisholm 

2 p.m. -2:30  p.m. 

Leadership 
Chairman  Ella  Dokken 
2:30  p.m. -3  p.m. 

Handbook 

Chairman  Donna  Morice 

3 p.m. -4  p.m. 

Pacific  Ballrooms  A,  D & E: 

Pre-Marche  Pouvoir 
4:30  p.m. 

Rehearsal  for  La  Marche 
6 p.m. 

La  Concierge  Marlys  Exon,  Le 
Marechals  Mary  White  and 
Nora  Novack  and  Pages 

Oahu  Suite: 

Candidates  Reception 
9 p.m. 

Chairman  Margaret  Sheridan 


FRIDAY,  AUG.  26 

Pacific  Ballrooms  A,  D & E 

8:30  a.m. -5  p.m. 

La  Marche  Nationale 

Opening  Session 

8:30  a.m. 

Kaye  Stang,  Marche  chairman 

presiding  opening 

Presentation  of 

Chapeaux  Passe 

Marie  Smith 

1977 

Violet  Aichholz 

1981 

Eunice  Staley 

1983 

Elyline  Schweitzer 

1984 

Helene  Mardu 

1985 

Jean  Hayes 

1987 

Edith  Still 

1989 

Elsie  Hemphill 

1991 

Dorothy  Brady 

1992 

Colleen  Stephens 

1993 

Virginia  Kates 

1994 

Mille  H.  Nierman 

1995 

Elizabeth  B.  Lori 

1996 

Ivy  Christoffers 

1997 

Reina  Svacha 

1998 

Wanda  North 

1999 

Helen  Goewey 

2001 

Venita  Holthaus 

2002 

Donna  Morice 

2003 

Margaret  Sheridan 

2004 

Presentation  of 

National  Officers 

Escorted  by  La  Concierge  Marlys 

Exon,  Le  Marechals  and  La  Marche 

Pages 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere 

Nationale 

Elyline  Schweitzer 

L'Avocate  Nationale 

Elizabeth  Lori 

L'Aumonier  National 

Frances  Haydei 

L'Archiviste  Nationale 

Beverly  Stites 

Les  Divisional  Demi  Chapeaux 

Central  Division 
Maria  A.  Crothers 
Eastern  Division 
Lorraine  Bardwell 
Northwestern  Division 
Lorene  Bartos 
Southern  Division 
Willie  Mae  Looney 
Western  Division 
Patty  Pierce 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

Mary  Lou  Chester 

Le  Chapeau  National 

Irene  Stidham 
Call  to  Order 

Irene  Stidham 
Le  Chapeau  National 
Advancement  of  Colors 
Marlys  Exon 
La  Concierge  National 
Mary  White  and  Nora  Novack 
Les  Marechals 
Invocation 
Frances  Haydei 
L'Aumonier  National 
Pledge  of  Allegiance 
Marlys  Exon 
La  Concierge  Nationale 

National  Anthem 

Phyllis  J.  Hardin 
Marche  Pianist 

Flanders  Field 

Lorraine  Bardwell 
America's  Answer 
Maria  Crothers 
Response 

Irene  Stidham 
Chapeau  National 


The  American  Legion 
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Roll  call 

Elyline  Schweitzer 
La  Secretaire  Nationale 

Reading  of  the  Call  to  2005 
La  Marche  Nationale 

Elyline  Schweitzer 
La  Secretaire  Nationale 

Report  of  the  Minutes 
Committee  for  2004 
National  Marche 

Chairman  Violet  Aichholz 

Presentation  of 
Distinguished  Guests 
Thomas  A.  Cadmus 

National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 

Sandi  Dutton 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Tom  Bock 

National  Commander-Elect 
The  American  Legion 

Marco  (Tony)  Valenzuela 

National  Vice  Commander 
The  American  Legion 

Carol  Van  Kirk 

National  Vice  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Robert  Spanogle 

National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

Peggy  Sappenfield 

National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Marta  Hedding 
National  Treasurer 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Jan  Pulvermacher 

National  Children  & 

Youth  Chairman 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Elmer  Furhop 

Children  and  Youth  Chairman 
The  American  Legion 

William  Pease 

Executive  Secretary 
American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation 

Jason  Kees 

Assistant  Deputy  Director 
Americanism/Children  Youth 
The  American  Legion 


Josephine  L.  Keanu 

Departemental  Chapeau  Hawaii 

Elizabeth  Lee 

Convention  Chairman 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Michael  D.  McCloskey 

President  of 2005  Convention  Corp. 
The  American  Legion 
Hawaii  N.EL 
The  American  Legion 

Frances  L.  Au 

Hawaii  NIC. 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Hawaii 
Sandra  J.  Davis 
Department  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of 
Hawaii 

Michael  J.  Deacon 

National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
Charlene  Nakamura 
Group  Sales  Manager 
Renaissance  llikai  Waikiki  Hotel 

Helen  Steinberg 

Coordinator 

National  Jewish  Medical  and 
Research  Center 

Introduction  of  Chapeau 
Nationaux  Passes 

Irene  Stidham 
Le  Chapeau  National 

Speaking  for  the  Chapeau 
Nationaux  Passe 

Margaret  Sheridan 
Immediate  Chapeau  National  Passe 

Report  of  Special  Committees 

Permanent  Organization/ 
Rules  and  Order 

Rose  Renn 
Chairman 

Song 

Report  of  Divisional  Demi 
Chapeau  Nationaux  and 
Introduction  of  Les  Chapeau 
Departement  Aux 
Central  Division 
Maria  A.  Crothers 
Eastern  Division 
Lorraine  Bardwell 


Northwestern  Division 

Lorene  Bartos 

Southern  Division 

Willie  Mae  Looney 

Western  Division 

Patty  Pierce 

Report  of  National  Officers 
for  2004-2005 

Le  Chapeau  National 

Irene  Stidham 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

Mary  Lou  Chester 

L'Archiviste  Nationale 

Beverly  Stites 

L'Avocate  Nationale 

Elizabeth  Lori 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere 
Nationale 

Elyline  Schweitzer 

Nomination  of  National 
Officers  for  2005-2006 

NOON  - RECESS 
Divisional  Luncheon 
and  Caucuses 

11:30a.m. 

2nd  Floor  of  Tower 

Central  Division 

Hawaii  I 

Eastern  Division 

Hawaii  II 

Northwestern  Division 

Lanai 

Southern  Division 

Molokai 

Western  Division 

Hawaii  III 

Second  Session  La  Marche 
Nationale 

2 p.m. 

Report  of  Standing 
Committees  and  Introduction 
of  Regional  or  Divisional 
Chairmen 

Children  and  Youth 

Donna  Berkhiemer 
Chairman 
Finance 
Wanda  North 
Chairman 


Hat  Box 

Violet  Montgomery 
Chairman 

Nurses  Scholarship 

Marcella  Schmidt 
Chairman 

Partnership 

Linda  Turner 
Chairman 

Rituals  and  Emblems 

Trudy  Chisholm 
Chairman 

Constitution  and  Bylaws 

Charline  Romig 
Chairman 

Awards 

Audrey  June  Woodard 
Chairman 

Advisory  Committee 

Mille  Nierman 
Chairman 

Handbook  Committee 

Donna  Morice 
Chairman 

Leadership  Committee 

Ella  Dokken 
Chairman 

Publicity 

Mariam  Wuwert 
Chairman 

Song 

Presentation  of  Local  Marche 
Committees 

RECESS 

SATURDAY,  AUG.  27 

Third  Session  of  La  Marche 
Nationale 

9 a.m. 

Memorial  Service 

In  Memoriam 

Frances  Haydel 
L'Aumonier  National 

Prelude 

Phyllis  Hardin 
Musicienne 

Processional 

Les  Chapeaux  Nationaux  Passes 
Les  Demi  Chapeaux  Divisionaux 


2005  National  Convention 
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Advancing  Memorial  Book 

Mary  Lou  Chester 
Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

Placing  Floral  Tribute 

Irene  Stidham 
Le  Chapeau  National 
Prayer 
Frances  Haydel 
L'Aumonier  National 

Musical  Selection 

"His  Eye  is  on  the  Sparrow" 

Eulogy  in  Memory  of 
Le  Chapeau  National  Passe 

(If  Any) 

Tribute  to  All  Partners 
Entering  Eternal  Rest  2004- 
2005 

Irene  Stidham 
Le  Chapeau  National 

Les  Divisional  Demi  Chapeaux 
National 

Maria  A.  Crothers 
Central  Division 
Lorraine  Bardwell 
Eastern  Division 
Lorene  Bartos 
Northwestern  Division 
Willie  Mae  Looney 
Southern  Division 
Patty  Pierce 
Western  Division 
Response 
Frances  Haydel 
L'Aumonier  National 

Musical  Selection 

"Lovely  Lady  Dressed  in  Blue" 

Call  to  Salon  Eternal 

Beverly  Stites 
L'Archiviste  Nationale 

Answering  Call  to 
Salon  Eternal 

Marlys  Exon 
La  Concierge  Nationale 

Musical  Selection 

"The  Old  Rugged  Cross" 

Benediction 

Frances  Haydel 
L'Aumonier  National 

Recessional 

Phyllis  Hardin 
Musicienne 


(Audience  remain  seated  until  after 
the  recessional.  Please  refrain 
from  taking  pictures  until  the 
conclusion  of  the  service.) 

Report  of  L'Aumonier 
National 

Frances  Haydel 

Report  of  Special  Marche 

Committees 

Resolutions 

Rose  M.  Koper 
Florida 

Registration 

Veronica  Spence 
California 

Credentials 

Mary  Wentzel 
Illinois 

Election  of  2005-2006  Officers 

Presentation  of  Distinguished 
Guests  Committee 

Reina  Svacha 
Chairman 
Ivy  Christoffers 
Vice  Chairman 
Margaret  Sheridan 
Isabelle  V.  Chong 
Jackie  Bochet 

Report  of  the  La  Concierge 

Marlys  Exon 

Presentation  of  Les  Marechals 

Mary  White 
Massachusetts 
Nora  Novack 
Maryland 

Presentation  of 
National  Pages 

Barbara  Stussy 
Chairman,  Minnesota 
Lila  Speckles 

Vice  Chairman,  South  Dakota 

Betty  Jo  Kieffer 

Missouri 

Mary  Axlund 

Washington 

Kathy  Harris 

California 

Dana Gana 

Nebraska 

Pat  Konopka 

New  York 

Dolores  Flack 

Vermont 


Presentation  of 
Personal  Pages 

Personal  Pages  To  Le  Chapeau 
National 

Pauline  Hardy 
Vermont 
Nancy  Bronson 
Vermont 

Personal  Page  to  La 
Secretaire-Caissiere 
Nationale 

Martha  Benson 
California 

Personal  Pages  to  Recorder 

Irene  Belanger 
California 
Marge  Roossien 
California 

Song 

Ratification  of  election  of  Les 
Divisional  Demi  Chapeaux 
Nationaux 

Introduction  of  Les  Divisional 
Demi  Chapeaux  and  Pinning 
by  Outgoing  Les  Divisional 
Demi  Chapeaux 
Report  of  Judge  of  Elections 

Presentation  of 
Newly  Elected  Officers  for 
2005-2006 
Unfinished  Business 
New  Business 
Musical  Selection 

RECESS 

Post  Marche  Pouvoir 

(Immediately  after  recess  of  Third 
Session) 

La  Marche  Banquet 

Pacific  Ballrooms  A,  D & E 

Banquet,  7 p.m. 

Processional  of  Guests 

Banquet  Chairman 

Invocation 

Frances  Haydel 
L'Aumonier 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Marlys  Exon 
La  Concierge 


National  Anthem 

Phyllis  J.  Hardin 
Pianist 

Welcome 

Banquet  Chairman 

Response 

Mary  Lou  Chester 
Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

Dinner 

Introduction  of  guests 

Irene  Stidham 
National  Chapeau 

Entertainment 

RECESS 

Installation  of  2005-2006 
National  Officers 
Installing  Officer 

Donna  Morice 

Installing  L'Aumonier 

Wanda  North 

Installing  La  Concierge 

Margaret  Sheridan 

Presentation  of  Le  Chapeau 
National  Passe  Pine  to  Irene 
Stidham  by  Ivy  Christoffers 

Presentation  of  Le  Chapeau 
National  Pin  to  Mary  Lou 
Chester  by  Donna  Morice 

Remarks  by  Le  Chapeau 
National  Elect 
Mary  Lou  Chester 

Remarks  by  Le  Chapeau 
National  Irene  Stidham 

Benediction 

Frances  Haydel 
L’Aumonier 

Retirement  of  Colors 

Marlys  Exon 
La  Concierge 

Retirement  of  Le  Chapeau 
National 

Irene  Stidham 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  2005 
LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

Receiving  Line  for 
2005-2006  Officers 
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Special  Marche  Committees 


Chairman  of  Pages 

Barbara  Stussy 

Minnesota 

Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 

Lila  Speckles 

South  Dakota 

Le  Marechal 

Mary  White 

Massachusetts 

Le  Marechal 
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Aloha,  howdy  partners,  and  welcome  to  the  34th  Annual  Convention  of 
The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  here  in  beautiful  Hawaii.  It  is  time  to 
sit  around  that  last  campfire  at  the  end  of  the  trail  and  look  back  on  our 
accomplishments,  and  they  were  many.  You,  the  blue-cap  member,  should  be 
proud  of  what  you  did  to  make  a difference  in  the  lives  of  those  around  you. 

I could  not  have  asked  for  better  leaders  from  The  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  National  Commander  Tom  Cadmus  and  National 
President  Sandi  Dutton  were  fantastic.  They  both  made  sure  we  were 
mentioned  in  all  of  their  speeches  and  whenever  possible,  we  were  with 
them.  Their  friendship  has  been  wonderful,  and  I wish  to  thank  them  both 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  - not  only  for  the  support  they  gave  to  me,  but 
for  their  untiring  support  of  The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion. 

This  year  I asked  you  to  soar  into  service  and  make  a difference,  and  you  did. 
We  reached  an  all-time  high  in  membership  this  year  and  it  is  still  coming  in. 
Congratulations! 

Our  support  of  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation  hit  another  all-time  high,  over 
$375,000.  Wow!  We  also  donated  to  other  American  Legion  Family  programs 
a total  of  over  $475,000.  The  national  organization,  with  the  approval  of  your 
National  Executive  Committeemen,  accomplished  this. 

The  volunteer  hours  we  are  showing  in  all  our  programs  are  outstanding.  We 
are  working  harder  in  our  veterans  facilities  to  try  to  make  life  a little  easier 
on  those  who  have  given  us  our  freedom. 

There  is  still  so  much  to  be  done,  as  there  is  every  year.  As  national 
commander,  I would  love  to  think  that  we  succeeded  in  every  program,  and 
for  the  most  part  we  did,  but  there  is  always  more  we  can  and  must  do.  We 
must  continue  to  support  our  troops  and  their  families.  This  is  an  ongoing 
duty  that  we  must  continue  to  perform. 

This  year,  for  me,  has  been  the  dream  of  a lifetime,  one  that  every  national 
commander  does  not  want  to  end,  but  end  it  must.  I will  treasure  the 
friendships  that  I have  made  for  the  rest  of  my  life,  and  I want  to  thank  each 
of  you  for  making  my  life  a little  better.  Each  detachment  has  gone  above 
and  beyond  to  make  me  feel  like  I belonged  there,  and  the  response  from  The 
American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  was  great.  It  has  been  an 
honor  and  a privilege  to  serve  as  your  national  commander. 

/ T&jJ* 

1/  Michael J.  Deacon 
National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


FRIDAY,  AUG.  19, 2005 

Pre-convention  Meeting 

3p.m. 

34th  Annual  National 
Convention 

4:45  p.m. 

Call  to  Order 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

Advancement  of  Colors 
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Wichita,  Kan. 

2004  National  Color  Guard  Champions 
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Anthony  Morgan 
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National  Chaplain 

POW/MIA  Ceremony 
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Wichita,  Kan. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Thomas  Getz 
Ohio 

National  Sergeant-at-Arms 
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of the  SAL 

Thomas  Smallcomb 
New  York 

National  Vice  Commander  (East) 

Blue  Star  Banner  Ceremony 

Thomas  Getz 
Ohio 

National  Sergeant-at-Arms 

Address 

Robert  W.  Spanogle 
National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 


National  Memorial  Service 

Anthony  Morgan 
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National  Chaplain 

Reading  of  the  Convention  Call 

Brian  J.  0'Hearne 
Massachusetts 
National  Adjutant 

Roll  Call 

Brian  J.O'Hearne 
Massachusetts 
National  Adjutant 

Address  of  Welcome 

Bernard  Lee 
Hawaii 

National  Convention  Committee 

Opening  Remarks 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

Introduction  of  The  American 
Legion  Youth  Award  Winners 

Address 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus 
Michigan 

National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 

Introduction  of  Past  National 
Commanders  for  Presentation 
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Convention  Badges 
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Sandi  Dutton 

Maryland 

National  President 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Naomi  Farace 
Florida 

Honorary  National  Junior  President 


The  American  Legion 


34th  Annual  Convention 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


Establishment  of  Convention 

Committees 

Address 

HerrmanG.  Harrington 
New  York 

Chairman,  Internal  Affairs 

Commission 

The  American  Legion 

Legislative  and  Rules 
Committee 

George  Evans 
Indiana 

Chairman,  National  Legislative 
Commission 

Child  Welfare  Foundation 
Committee  Awards 

Presented  by  MarkArneson 
Georgia 

Chairman,  National  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  Committee 

Presentation  of 
Garland  F.  Murphy  Award 

Presented  by  Dennis  R.  Boland 
Florida 

President,  Child  Welfare  Foundation 

Salute  to  the  Colors 

RECESS 

SATURDAY,  AUG.  20, 2005 

34th  National  Convention 
Reconvenes 

9 a.m. 

Call  to  Order 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

Salute  to  the  Colors 
Invocation 

Anthony  Morgan 
Vermont 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Michael  Adreon 
Missouri 

National  Vice  Commander  (Central) 

Preamble  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  SAL 

Carl  Armbruster 
Arizona 

National  Vice  Commander  (West) 


Roll  Call 

Brian  J.  O'Hearne 
Massachusetts 
National  Adjutant 

First  Report  of  Credentials 
Committee 

Harold  Thompson 
Nebraska 

Chairman,  Convention 
Credentials  Committee 

Membership  Committee  Report 

Presentation  of  National 
Membership  Awards 

Presented  by  Gary  Swanlund 
Wyoming 

Chairman,  National  Membership 
Committee 

First  Detachment  in 
Region  to  100%  Awards 

Hartline  Award 
Largest  Squadron  Award 
Regional  Renewal 
Awards 

Houghton  Awards 
Blue  Brigade  Awards 
Presentation  of  National  History 
Book  Contest  Awards 

Presented  by  Damon  Bradtmueller 
Indiana 

National  Historian 

Internal  Affairs  Committee 
Report 

Kevin  Collier 
Alaska 

Chairman,  National  Internal  Affairs 
Commission 

Presentation  of  the  Community 
Service  Scrapbook  Awards 

Presented  by  Andrew  W.  Newman 
Pennsylvania 

Chairman,  National  Community 
Service  Committee 

Address 

Peggy  Sappenfield 
Indiana 

National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Committee 
Report 


Presentation  of  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  Commission 
Awards 

Presented  by  David  Dew 
Texas 

Chairman,  National  VA&R 
Commission 

Kirby  Kepler  Memorial 
Award  - Squadron 
Allen  I.  O'Brian  Memorial 
Award  - District 

Earl  Webster  Memorial 
Award  - Detachment 

Charles  B.  Rigsby 
Volunteer  of  the  Year 
Award 
Address 

Maj.  Gen.  Patrick  Brady  (ret.) 

Chairman 

CFA,  Inc. 

Americanism  Committee  Report 

Presentation  of  National 
Americanism  Awards 

Presented  by  Raymond  Giehll,  Jr. 
Indiana 

Chairman,  National  Americanism 
Commission 

Gerald  Atwood-Edward  Beyea- 
Raymond  York  Memorial  Awards 

Squadron 

District 

Detachment 

Children  and  Youth  Committee 
Report 

Presentation  of  National 
Children  and  Youth  Awards 

Presented  by  Joe  Gladden 
Maryland 

Chairman,  National  Children  and 
Youth  Commission 

Legislative  and  Rules 
Committee 

George  Evans 
Indiana 

Chairman,  National  Legislative 
Commission 

Finance  Committee  Report 

Thomas  Cisna 

Chairman,  National  Finance 
Commission 


Constitution  and  By-Laws 
Committee  Report 

Earl  Ruttkofsky 
Michigan 

Chairman,  Convention  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  Committee 

National  Vice  Commanders 
Reports 

Thomas  Smallcomb 
New  York 

National  Vice  Commander  (East) 

James  Roberts 
Florida 

National  Vice  Commander  (South) 

Michael  Adreon 

Missouri 

National  Vice  Commander  (Central) 

Abel  Silva 
Texas 

National  Vice  Commander  (Midwest) 

Carl  Armbruster 
Arizona 

National  Vice  Commander  (West) 

Presentation  of  National 
Commander's  Citations 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

RECESS 

Area  Caucuses 

7 p.m.  (or  immediately  following 
recess) 

SUNDAY,  AUG.  21, 2005 

34th  National  Convention 
Reconvenes 

8:30  a.m. 

Call  to  Order 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

Salute  to  the  Colors 

Invocation 

Anthony  Morgan 
Vermont 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Abel  Silva 
Texas 

National  Vice  Commander  (Midwest) 
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Roll  Call 

Brian  J.  O'Hearne 
Massachusetts 
National  Adjutant 

Introduction  of  2005  National 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
Color  Guard  Champions 

Presentation  of  the  Clyde 
Stillwell  Award  to  the 
Color  Guard  Champions 

Presented  by 
Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

Final  Report 

of  the  National  Commander 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 


Final  Report  of  the 
Credentials  Committee 

Harold  Thompson 
Nebraska 

Chairman,  Convention 
Credentials  Committee 

Special  Order  of  Business 

Nominations  of  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  National 
Officers 

Election  of  Officers: 
National  Commander 

National  Vice 
Commanders  (5) 

National  Chaplain 


Recess  for  Joint  Memorial 
Service 

10:30  a.m. 

Joint  Memorial  Service 

11  a.m. 

34th  National  Convention 
Reconvenes 

12:30p.m. 

Call  to  Order 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

Salute  to  the  Colors 

Installation  of  Newly  Elected 
Officers 


Benediction 

Anthony  Morgan 
Vermont 

National  Chaplain 

Retirement  of  Colors 

New  National  SAL  Color 
Guard  Champion 

Final  Adjournment 

Michael  J.  Deacon 
Iowa 

National  Commander 

National  Executive  Committee 
Post-Convention  Meeting 

2 p.m.  (or  within  30  minutes  of 
adjournment  of  convention) 

National  Convention  Parade 

4p.m. 
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Jack  E.  Jordan 
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Massachusetts 
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Colorado 

William  E.  Matoska 

Maryland 

Robert  Faust 

California 

Royce  Doucet 

Louisiana 

Byron  J.  Robichaux 
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James  Hartman 
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Douglas  Bible 
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Richard  L.  Cook 

Oklahoma 
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Covers  the  period  ending  June  1, 2005 

The  following  pages  of  this  official  program  of  the  87th 
Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  contain  a 
condensed  annual  report  for  the  year  2004-05. 

Believing  that  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  are  entitled 
to  receive  a concise  statement  of  the  major  activities  of  The 
American  Legion  for  the  past  year,  ending  with  this  National 
Convention,  your  National  Headquarters  provides  this  report  as  a 
part  of  the  official  program.  In  this  manner,  we  are  assured  that 
every  delegate  and  everyone  who  registers  for  the  Convention 
will  receive  the  condensed  Annual  Report. 

A full,  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  Legion's  congressionally 
granted  charter  and  provisions  of  Public  Law  249, 77th  Congress, 
approved  Sept.  18, 1941. 


National  Adjutant's  Report 


Once  again,  Legionnaires  come  through  for  America 

After  multiple  hurricanes  tore  through  the  Southeast  last  year,  National  Commander  Thomas  P. 

Cadmus  called  for  Legionnaires  to  give  a little  bit  more  than  normal  to  the  National  Emergency  Fund. 
Thousands  of  Legionnaires  were  affected  by  the  hurricanes,  which  severely  damaged  and  wiped  out  posts 
in  departments  along  the  Gulf  Coast. 

To  the  surprise  of  no  one  who  truly  understands  the  character  of  our  Legionnaires,  you  responded. 
Through  April  of  this  year,  you  contributed  more  than  $318,000,  more  than  $100,000  more  than  was 
donated  the  entire  previous  year. 

When  Legionnaires  are  asked  to  step  up,  they  do.  But  what  makes  me  even  more  proud  of  the  men 
and  women  I call  "comrades"  in  our  great  organization  is  the  work  you  do  without  being  asked.  You  do  it 
quietly,  without  fanfare  and  sometimes  without  recognition. 

That's  why  I enjoy  taking  this  time  to  point  out  a few  of  the  efforts  you've  made  this  year,  efforts  that 
have  saved  lives,  provided  educational  opportunities  and  made  our  servicemembers  understand  that 
America  truly  supports  them. 

In  your  cities  and  towns,  you've  raised  awareness  about  the  need  for  all  Americans  to  support  U.S. 
troops  in  the  Middle  East  and  around  the  world.  Your  efforts  have  led  to  the  sales  of  almost  23,000  Blue 
Star  Service  Banners,  1,112  Gold  Star  Banners,  1,610  troop-support  yard  signs  and  more  than  277,000  U.S. 
Flags.  Our  servicemembers  and  their  families  know  we're  behind  them. 

To  take  care  of  the  children  of  those  killed  during  the  war  against  terror,  you've  contributed  more  than 
$690,000  to  the  American  Legacy  Fund.  With  the  cost  of  college  rising,  these  single-parent  families  are 
going  to  need  help  paying  for  secondary  educations.  You've  stepped  up  to  help  them. 

While  in  Orlando  for  the  2005  Children's  Miracle  Network  Celebration,  National  Commander  Cadmus 
was  able  to  meet  beneficiaries  of  your  generosity  toward  the  CMN.  He  spoke  with  some  of  the  patients 
treated  at  the  network  of  CMN  children's  hospitals  across  the  country,  a program  to  which  you  donated 
more  than  $4  million  last  year. 

Every  year,  your  work  helps  The  American  Legion  provide  opportunities  for  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  America's  young  men  and  women  through  our  various  youth  programs.  You  sponsored  5,410  Legion 
Baseball  teams  consisting  of  97,380  players.  Your  support  of  the  Legion's  Oratorical  program  provided 
opportunities  for  2,350  youth  to  compete  for  valuable  scholarships  while  learning  more  about  the 
U.S.  Constitution.  Nearly  1,500  young  Americans  participated  in  the  Legion's  Shooting  Sports,  our 
fastest-growing  youth  program. 

While  the  ACLU's  assault  on  the  Boys  Scouts  of  America  continues,  so  does  your  support  of  Scouting. 
Without  your  sponsorship  of  2,565  Scouting  units,  70,000  boys  might  not  have  been  Scouts. 

These  are  just  broad  strokes.  You  do  so  much  more,  much  of  which  goes  unnoticed,  in  your 
communities.  But  that's  the  way  you  like  it.  I've  found  that  Legionnaires  don't  do  what  they  do  for 
recognition  or  affirmation.  You  do  it  to  make  a difference.  You  do  it  because  you're  "still  serving  America" 
after  all  these  years.  Through  your  service  to  God  and  country,  America  is  a better  place. 

I applaud  and  thank  you  for  that.  I am  proud  to  call  all  of  you  comrades. 


Robert  W.  Spanogle 

National  Adjutant,  Michigan 


2005  National  Convention 


National  Officers 


Thomas  P.  Cadmus 

National  Commander,  Michigan 


Charles  W.  Barrett 

National  Vice  Commander 

Georgia 


Robert  W.  Spanogle 

National  Adjutant,  Michigan 


Linda  M.  Perham 

National  Vice  Commander 

Vermont 


Samuel  Barney 

National  Vice  Commander 

Ohio 


Wayne  B.  Richey 

National  Vice  Commander 

South  Carolina 


Marco  A.  Valenzuela 

National  Vice  Commander 

Arizona 


The  American  Legion  continues  its  commitment  to  serving  the  nation's  veterans,  their  families 
and  all  children.  This  commitment  has  served  us  well  since  1919  when  the  veterans  of  World  War  I 
returned  to  American  soil  and  formed  what  would  become  the  world's  largest  veterans'  service 
organization. 

As  the  Legion  convenes  in  Honolulu,  delegates  gather  to  conduct  the  vital  business  of  this  great 
organization.  From  this  convention  will  come  policies  that  will  direct  the  volunteer  members  as 
they  work  to  make  their  communities  - and  our  nation  - better  in  the  coming  year,  and  beyond. 
The  American  Legion  accomplishes  its  goals  primarily  at  the  grassroots  level  but  with  direction 
from  the  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  and  a major  office  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  Legion's  chief  executive  officer  is  the  National  Commander,  elected  by  delegates  to  the 
National  Convention  for  a one-yearterm.  The  five  National  Vice  Commanders  are  also  chosen  by 
the  National  Convention. 

Thomas  P.  Cadmus  is  the  2004-2005  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion.  The  major 
accomplishments  of  the  Legion  during  his  term  are  represented  in  the  following  pages  of  this 
program  and  condensed  annual  report. 

Robert  W.  Spanogle,  National  Adjutant,  is  the  chief  administrative  officer  of  The  American  Legion. 
He,  along  with  the  National  Judge  Advocate,  National  Treasurer,  National  Chaplain,  National 
Historian  and  National  Sergeant-at-Arms,  comprise  the  appointed  National  Officers  of  The 
American  Legion. 


Robert  A.  Mayrand 

National  Sergeant-at-Arms 

Michigan 


Roger  H.  Webster 

Aide  to  the  National 
Commander,  Michigan 


Rev.James  Akers 

National  Chaplain 
Kansas 


P.B.  Onderdonk,  Jr. 

National  Judge  Advocate 

Maryland 


W.  Frazier  Brinley 

National  Historian 
Connecticut 


George  Buskirk,  Jr. 

National  Treasurer 

Indiana 
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National  Executive  Committee 


National  Executive  Committee 


Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  composed  of  the  National  Commander,  the  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  National  Chaplain  and  one  National 
Executive  Committeeman  (plus  alternate)  elected  by  each  department. 

Past  National  Commanders  are  life  members  of  the  NEC  but  do  not  vote.  The  NEC  appoints  the  National  Adjutant,  Treasurer,  Judge 
Advocate,  Chaplain,  Historian  and  Sergeant-at-Arms.  The  NEC  also  has  complete  control  over  the  annual  budget. 


Alabama 

Clarence  W.  Jacobs 

Montana 

Arthur  E.  Sell 

Alaska 

Jimmie  L.  Foster 

Nebraska 

Michael  J.  Landkamer 

Arizona 

Julius  Maklary 

Nevada 

Ron  Gutzman 

Arkansas 

Claude  B.  Carpenter 

New  Hampshire 

Benjamin  F.  Talford 

California 

Floyd  Martin 

New  Jersey 

Leo  L.  McKernan 

Colorado 

Joseph  E.  Ross 

New  Mexico 

Bruce  Jorgensen 

Connecticut 

Richard  W.  Anderson 

New  York 

Robert  F.  Neville 

Delaware 

Thomas  L.  Burns 

North  Carolina 

Jerry  L.  Hedrick 

District  of  Columbia 

Ernest  R.Sohns 

North  Dakota 

Curtis  0.  Twete 

Florida 

Robert  J.  Proctor 

Ohio 

Carl  W.  Swisher 

France 

William  E.  Marshall 

Oklahoma 

Donald  H.Schulenberg 

Georgia 

Ray  Hendrix 

Oregon 

T.  Les  Galloway 

Hawaii 

Michael  D.  McCloskey 

Pennsylvania 

Alfred  Pirolli 

Idaho 

Richard  Hanni 

Philippines 

Ernesto  P.  Golez 

Illinois 

William  Flanagan 

Puerto  Rico 

Justo  L.  Perez-Morell 

Indiana 

Ron  Lowe 

Rhode  Island 

Eugene  Pytka 

Iowa 

Ivan  E.  Torkelson 

South  Carolina 

Rennie  M.  Singletary  Jr. 

Kansas 

David  0.  Warnken 

South  Dakota 

Paul  A.  Evenson 

Kentucky 

Randall  Coffman 

Tennessee 

Joseph W.  Young 

Louisiana 

Russell  J.  Henry 

Texas 

Ronald  G.  Cherry 

Maine 

Robert  A.  Owen 

Utah 

William  E.  Christoffersen 

Maryland 

Alfred  M.  Schmidt 

Vermont 

Donald  T.Tetreault 

Massachusetts 

Mark  A.  Avis 

Virginia 

George  T.  Blume 

Mexico 

John  E.  Hayes 

Washington 

Richard  D.  Smith 

Michigan 

NorbertJ.  Schollett 

West  Virginia 

William  W.  Kile 

Minnesota 

Robert  Skallerud 

Wisconsin 

Arthur  D.  Herbison 

Mississippi 

Charles  E.  Langley 

Wyoming 

Irvin  A.  Quick 

Missouri 

David  N.  Voyles 

Past  National  Commanders 


Preston  J.  Moore 

Michael  J.Kogutek 

Miles  S.Epling 

Joseph  J.  Frank 

Ronald  F.Conlej 

Oklahoma 

New  York 

West  Virginia 

Missouri 

Pennsylvania 

William  E.  Galbraith 

Keith  A.  Kreul 

Robert  S.  Turner 

Anthony  G.  Jordan 

John  A.  Brieden 

Nebraska 

Wisconsin 

Georgia 

Maine 

Texas 

John  H.  Geiger 

Clarence  M.  Bacon 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 

Harold  L.  "Butch"  Miller 

Illinois 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

Judge  James  P.  Dean 

Bruce  Thiesen 

Hon.  Alan  G.  Lance,  Sr. 

Texas 

Mississippi 

California 

Idaho 

William  J.  Rogers 

John  P.  "Jake"  Comer 

William  M.  Detweiler 

Ray  G.  Smith 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

Louisiana 

North  Carolina 

John  M.  "Jack"  Carey 

Hon.  H.F.  "Sparky"  Gierke 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig 

Richard  J.  Santos 

Michigan 

North  Dakota 

Minnesota 

Maryland 
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TOP:  At  the  Children's  Miracle  Network  celebration  in  Orlando,  Commander 
Cadmus  shares  a moment  with  12-year-old  Jacob  Tyree  of  Salem,  Va. 

TOP  RIGHT:  The  commander  inspects  a tank  in  the  Fort  Knox  motor  pool. 

ABOVE:  Former  Department  of  Homeland  Security  Secretary  Tom  Ridge 
and  the  commander  formalize  a partnership  between  Citizen  Corps  and  The 
American  Legion. 

RIGHT:  The  commander  takes  the  wheel  of  a jeep  at  an  American  Legion  post 
in  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 
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ABOVE:  Commander  Cadmus  enjoys  some  laughs  with 
Legionnaires  in  the  Philippines. 

LEFT:  Daughter  Nicole  is  all  smiles  behind  the  wheel  of  the 
Freedom  Car,  the  Legion's  new  NASCAR  entry. 

BELOW:  President  Bush  shows  the  commander  around 
the  Oval  Office  during  an  official  visit  with  the 
commander  in  chief. 


ABOVE:  The  commander  joins  in  the  presentation  of  colors  at  an  American  Legion  post  in 
Palisades,  Calif. 

LEFT:  At  a veterans  domiciliary  in  Taiwan,  the  commander  sees  how  health  care  is  delivered  in 
the  Far  East. 


Youth  Champions 


The  American  Legion  sponsors  a number  of  programs  that  foster  growth  and  development  among  America's  young  people.  Thousands  of  students  compete  in 
these  programs  every  year.  Those  listed  here  represent  some  of  the  brightest  and  most  talented  young  people  in  America.  Note:  At  press  time,  the  information 
for  the  Boys  Nation  President  was  unavailable. 


2005  Oratorical  Champion 


2005  Eagle  Scout  of  the  Year 


Daniel  Berring 

Orinda,  Calif. 

Sponsored  by 
Lafayette  Post  517 
Lafayette,  Calif 


Calling  on  Americans  to  "fight  the  good 
fight,"  Danny  Berring  captured  the 
68th  Annual  American  Legion  National 
High  School  Oratorical  Championship 
in  Indianapolis  last  April.  His  winning 
oration,  "Keeping  the  Constitution  Alive 
and  Well,"  earned  the  high  school  senior 
from  Orinda,  Calif.,  an  $18,000  scholarship. 

In  his  speech,  Berring  spoke  on  how  the 
sanctity  of  the  Constitution  depends 
on  every  American's  support.  "We  all 
must  fight  the  good  fight  and  continue 
our  never-ending  vigil  to  preserve  our 
Constitution  and  the  ideals  that  lived  on 
the  tip  of  James  Madison's  quill,"  he  said. 
"But  you  know  that  you  don't  need  the 
loudest  voice  or  the  keenest  mind  or  the 
strongest  arms  to  support  liberty  and 
protect  the  Constitution.  You  just  need  the 
will  and  the  want  to  preserve  them.  Fill 
out  your  census.  Vote  in  an  election.  Salute 
the  flag.  Honor  your  veterans.  Recite  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance.  Sing  the  words  of  our 
national  anthem." 


Samuel  Nassie 

Paradise,  Calif. 

Boy  Scout  Troop  770 


redwood  benches  at  strategic  locations 
around  Paradise  Lake  for  people  to 
use.  Other  projects  in  this  endeavor 
included  the  reforestation  of  a plot  using 
experimental  species  of  pine  trees  and  the 
construction  and  installation  of  wood- 


Samuel  Nassie  is  the  2005  American 
Legion  Eagle  Scout  of  the  Year.  A student 
at  Camptonville  Academy  in  Paradise, 
Calif.,  he  received  a $10,000  college 
scholarship. 

The  award  recognizes  Nassie's  practical 
citizenship  at  school,  in  Scouting 
and  in  his  church,  Craig  Memorial 
Congregation.  For  his  Eagle  Scout 
project,  Nassie  implemented  efforts 
to  enhance  conservation,  becoming 
the  first  Scout  in  northern  California  to 
receive  the  prestigious  Silver  Hornaday 
Award.  Nassie  constructed  and  installed 


duck  nesting  boxes. 

An  Eagle  Scout  since  2001,  Nassie  also  is 
an  honors  student  with  a career  goal  to 
become  a high-school  history  teacher. 


2004  Junior  Shooting  Sports  Champion 


2004  American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 


Jennifer  Pason 

Milford,  N.J. 

Sponsored  by 
Hopewell  Valley 
Post  339 


Jennifer  Pason  of  Milford,  N.J.,  captured 
the  National  Champion  Precision  award 
at  The  American  Legion's  14th  Annual 
Junior  Air  Rifle  National  Championships  at 
the  Olympic  Training  Center  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. 

Pason  totaled  an  aggregate  score  of 
2,462.6  of  a possible  2,509  points  to 
capture  first  place  in  the  Precision 
competition.  Along  the  way,  she  set  a 
record  in  the  Precision  final  shoot-off, 
recording  101.6  of  a possible  109  points. 
She  also  tied  the  perfect  record  of  800  in 
the  Precision  Prone  competition. 


Nolan  Gallagher 

Red  Lodge,  Mont. 

Pitcher 
Billings  Scarlets, 
Sponsored  by 
Yellowstone  Post  4 
Billings,  Mont. 


Nolan  Gallagher  is  the  George  W.  Rulon 
American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the 
Year.  He  received  a plaque  and  $4,000  in 
scholarship  money,  as  well  as  an  invitation 
to  attend  the  Major  League  Baseball  Hall 
of  Fame  in  2005. 

Gallagher  spent  the  2005  season  as  a 
freshman  pitcher  at  Stanford  University 
in  Palo,  Alto,  Calif.,  where  he  was  2-5  with 
three  saves  and  a 2.93  earned-run  average. 

Gallagher  played  Junior  Legion  Baseball 
in  Laurel,  Mont.,  for  three  years  before 
joining  the  Billings  Scarlets  during  his 
senior  year.  He  did  not  play  high  school 
baseball  because  there  is  no  prep  baseball 
in  the  state  of  Montana  but  did  letter  four 
seasons  in  basketball  and  once  in  cross- 
country at  Red  Lodge  High  School,  where  he 
graduated  with  a 4.3  grade-point  average. 
Gallagher  volunteered  for  the  Women 
and  Children's  Shelter  in  Billings  and  also 
provided  gifts  for  parentless  children  for 
four  years  during  the  Christmas  season. 


The  American  Legion 


2005  Outstanding  Military  Academy  Students 


Cadet  Robert  W.  Watts 

Cadet  Robert  W.  Watts  received  The  American  Legion's  Award  for  highest  standing  in  chemistry 
at  the  U.S.  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

Presenting  the  award  was  Legion  National  Vice  Commander  Linda  M.  Perham. 


Douglas  Andrew  Robb 

At  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  in  Annapolis,  Md.,  National  Vice  Commander  Wayne  B.  Richey  awarded 
Douglas  Andrew  Robb  the  Legion's  annual  award  for  the  highest  marks  in  history,  English  and 
government  courses  taken  to  complete  a foreign-affairs  major. 


Air  Force 


as 


Andrew  J.  Sellers 

Andrew  J.  Sellers  of  the  Air  Force  Academy's  Class  of  2005  received  the  Outstanding  Cadet  in 
Academic  Performance  Award,  sponsored  by  The  American  Legion,  and  presented  in  honor  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  F.  McDermott. 

National  Vice  Commander  Marco  "Tony"  Valenzuela  delivered  the  award. 


U.S.  Coast  Guard 


Ens.  Jonathan  Thomas  Tillman 

Ens.  Jonathan  Thomas  Tillman,  currently  serving  aboard  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Thetis,  received 
The  American  Legion  Award  for  excellence  in  athletics  at  the  Coast  Guard  Academy.  The  senior  running  back 
led  the  team  in  rushing  last  fall. 

The  award  was  presented  by  National  Vice  Commander  Linda  M.  Perham. 


Merchant  Marine 


A 


Walter  Vincent  Keane 

Recipient  of  The  American  Legion  Award  under  the  category  of  National  Security  this 
year  at  the  U.S.  Merchant  Marine  Academy 
was  Walter  Vincent  Keane. 

National  Vice  Commander  Charles  W.  Barrett  presented  the  ward. 
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Americanism  Commission 


Joseph  E.  Caouette,  Jr. 

New  Hampshire 
Chairman 

Marty  Justis 

Maryland 
Director 

The  Americanism  Commission  of  The  American  Legion  served  up  a diet  of  healthy 
programs  and  activities  to  better  America  during  the  past  year.  They  included 
educational  programs  for  adults  and  youth  of  our  country  alike,  and  it  stood  tall  in 
promoting  an  unyielding  respect  for  our  national  symbol,  our  country  and  those  who 
serve  today  in  its  uniform  of  honor. 

Following  is  a summary  of  the  commission's  activities: 

Youth  Activities  Subcommittee 

James  G.  Brouillette 

Vermont 

Chairman 

Programs  for  our  nation's  youth  continue  to  help  thousands  reach  their  potential  by 
building  physical,  mental  and  moral  alertness  while  cultivating  strong  character  and 
developing  a devotion  to  civic  responsibility.  Activities  and  events  occurring  during 
the  past  year  included  the  following: 

• Daniel  Berring  of  Orinda,  Calif.,  won  the  2005  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest  and  a $19,500  college  scholarship.  Jack  Smith 

of  Boise,  Idaho,  was  second  in  the  competition  and  received  a 
$17,500  scholarship.  Daniel  Doozan  of  Brandon,  Fla.,  was  third  and 
received  $15,500. 

• Samuel  Nassie  of  Paradise,  Calif.,  was  named  the 
2005  American  Legion  Eagle  Scout  of  the  Year  and  was 
recipient  of  a $10,000  scholarship.  Runners-up  and  recipients  of 
$2,500  scholarships  were:  Bradford  Held  of  Clinton,  N.C.;  Jacob 
Hanson  of  Alpine,  Utah;  and  Tristan  Holtz  of  Vancouver,  Wash. 

• More  than  1,200  young  men  and  women  entered  the  individual 
competition  in  this  year's  postal  matches  associated  with  the 
American  Legion's  Junior  Shooting  Sports  Program  (JSSP).  In 
addition,  244  teams  entered  competition  this  year.  The  JSSP 
continues  to  interest  young  shooters  across  the  country  and  trains 
Olympic  hopefuls  in  organized  marksmanship  competition. 

• More  than  150  American  Legion,  Auxiliary  and  SAL  members  have 
been  awarded  The  American  Legion  and  Scout  Square  Knot  Award, 
recognizing  their  active  involvement  in  the  Scouting  programs  of 
The  American  Legion.  Information  about  the  award  is  available  from 
the  Americanism  and  Children  & Youth  Division. 

Baseball  and  Recreation  Subcommittee 

Larry  L.  Price 

South  Dakota 
Chairman 

The  2005  American  Legion  Baseball  World  Series  is  being  played  in  Rapid  City,  S.D., 
Aug.  19-23.  Future  hosts  for  the  tournament  are  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Aug.  18-22, 2006. 
The  program  continues  to  grow.  In  1964, 2,445  teams  registered  to  play  American 
Legion  Baseball.  Today,  more  than  5,400  teams  are  registered  in  the  program. 

• An  American  Legion  Baseball  team  from  Portland,  Maine,  won  the 
2004  American  Legion  World  Series  at  Corvallis,  Ore.  The  national 
champion  team  attended  the  Major  League  Baseball  World  Series  in 
Boston  as  guests  of  The  American  Legion  and  Major  League  Baseball. 


• Nolan  Gallagher  of  Red  Lodge,  Mont.,  was  named  the  George  W. 

Rulon  American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year.  He  received  a 
$4,000  scholarship  and  attended  the  National  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame 
Game  in  Cooperstown,  N.Y.,  in  May.  Forty-eight  members  of  the 
National  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  played  American  Legion  Baseball. 

Immigration/Naturalization  Subcommittee 

Joseph  F.  DeFina 

New  York 
Chairman 

The  American  Legion  remains  adamantly  opposed  to  illegal  immigration  and  the 
multitude  of  problems  associated  with  it.  It  opposes  amnesty,  by  any  form  or  name, 
for  individuals  who  are  in  this  country  illegally.  The  American  Legion  supports 
enforcement  of  existing  immigration  laws,  maintaining  strong  border  security,  and 
reducing  legal  immigration  to  a number  that  can  be  easily  assimilated  into  our  society. 
The  Americanism  Commission  works  to  inform  Legionnaires  and  others  about  the 
serious  threats  to  our  country's  national  and  economic  security  that  are  posed  by 
illegal  immigration.  This  was  accomplished  during  the  past  year  through  articles  in 
The  American  Legion  Magazine  and  the  Dispatch. 

Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee 

Robert  G.  Bournival 

New  Hampshire 
Chairman 

The  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee  keeps  a watchful  eye  on  activities  of 
individuals  and  groups  that  threaten  our  form  of  government.  Findings  are  reported 
to  the  National  Americanism  Commission  and  to  the  general  membership  through 
Legion  publications  and  the  Legion's  Web  site. 

National  Committee  on  Education 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Vawter,  Jr. 

Arizona 

Chairman 

Education  is  the  cornerstone  upon  which  the  future  of  this  nation  is  built.  In  keeping 
with  that  credo,  American  Legion  activities  during  the  past  year  have  focused  on 
improving  and  maintaining  a stronger  relationship  between  American  Legion  posts 
and  the  schools  in  their  communities. 

Widely  recognized  throughout  the  country  as  the  premiere  authority  on  issues 
concerning  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  The  American  Legion  has  produced 
"For  Which  It  Stands"  a DVD  about  the  history  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  the 
significance  and  meaning  of  our  flag,  and  respecting  and  caring  for  our  flag. 

"For  Which  It  Stands"  is  intended  primarily  for  use  with  students  in  the  upper 
elementary  and  middle/junior  high  school  grades. 

In  addition  to  a 20-minute  linear  video,  the  DVD  features  instructional  enhancements 
designed  to  give  students  a rich  and  rewarding  learning  experience.  The  program  also 
features  additional  learning  activities  through  the  "For  Which  It  Stands"  Web  pages. 
The  video  is  available  from  National  Emblem  Sales  (Stock  No.  24000)  for  $7.95,  plus 
shipping  and  handling. 

The  American  Legion  continues  to  promote  the  concept  of  placing  veterans  in 
the  classrooms  to  talk  about  their  service  experiences.  The  concept  has  received 
enthusiastic  response  from  educators  and  veterans  alike.  To  support  these  efforts, 
the  Americanism  Commission  has  developed  a video  program  called  "America's 
Veterans."  It  is  designed  to  increase  student  understanding  of  the  role  of  veterans  in  a 
free  society.  The  video  is  available  from  National  Emblem  Sales  (Stock  No.  23000)  for 
$3.95,  plus  shipping  and  handling. 

Other  education  activities  during  the  past  year  include: 

• First  Lady  Laura  Bush  was  named  the  recipient  of  The  American 
Legion's  National  Education  Award. 


The  American  Legion 
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• More  than  29,900  school  award  medals  were  ordered  from 
National  Emblem  Sales  and  presented  to  deserving  boys  and  girls 
in  graduating  classes  of  elementary  and  secondary  schools  and 
junior  colleges.  Recipients  are  selected  based  on  courage,  honor, 
leadership,  patriotism,  scholarship  and  service. 

• More  than  $2.3  million  has  been  awarded  to  students  by  the 
Samsung  American  Legion  Scholarship  Program  since  its  inception 
in  1996. 

• The  American  Legion's  scholarship  and  financial-aid  publication 
"Need  A Lift?"  was  mailed  free  of  charge  to  guidance  counselors 
at  more  than  27,000  public,  private  and  parochial  high  schools. 

Additional  copies  of  the  booklet  can  be  obtained  from  National 
Emblem  Sales  at  a single-copy  cost  of  $3,  plus  shipping  and  handling. 

• The  National  Americanism  Commission  continues  to  actively 
promote  and  solicit  contributions  to  the  American  Legacy 
Scholarship  Fund,  established  by  The  American  Legion  to  assist 
dependents  of  those  who  die  while  serving  on  active  duty  in 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  on  or  after  Sept.  11, 2001. 

American  Legacy  Scholarships  of  $2,000  each  were  awarded  to  Blake 
S.  Peterson  of  Belleville,  III.;  Nicole  Smith  of  Federal  Way,  Wash.;  and 
Douglas  Stein  of  Colchester,  III. 

Contributions  to  the  fund  can  be  sent  to;  The  American  Legacy 
Scholarship  Fund,  PO  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 

Summary 

This  year-end  report  reflects  only  a small  part  of  the  work  carried  out  by  The 
American  Legion's  National  Americanism  Commission.  Much  more  time,  effort 
and  money  are  expended  by  posts,  districts  and  departments  as  they  accept  the 
challenges  of  sponsoring  and  conducting  Americanism  activities  that  feature 
wide-ranging  community  service,  youth  development  and  educational  advancement. 


Commission  on  Children  & Youth 


Elmer  Fuhrhop 

Ohio 

Chairman 

Marty  Justis 

Maryland 
Director 

To  the  National  Commission  on  Children  & Youth,  children  are  our  most  precious 
natural  resource.  The  "Whole  Child"  plan,  adopted  in  1925,  provides  that  "the  child  of 
every  veteran  should  have  a home,  health,  education,  character  and  opportunity."  Its 
foundation  is  based  on  three  principles: 

1.  Strengthening  the  family  unit. 

2.  Extending  support  to  sound  organizations  that  provide  services  to 
children  and  youth. 

3.  Maintaining  a well-rounded  program  that  meets  the  needs  of 
today's  young  people. 

Toward  the  accomplishment  of  these  goals,  the  commission  continually  rededicates 
itself  to  helping  all  young  people  realize  their  full  potential. 

Our  landmark  program,  Temporary  Financial  Assistance,  has  completed  80  years  of 
service  to  the  children  of  veterans.  Last  year,  we  granted  $411,485  to  veterans'  families 
and  touched  the  lives  of  937  children.  These  precious  dollars  afforded  412  families 
food,  clothing  and  shelter,  thus  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  family  home. 

The  American  Legion  continues  to  demonstrate  its  support  and  commitment  to 
the  men  and  women  in  uniform  and  their  families.  The  American  Legion's  Family 
Support  Network  is  ready  to  provide  immediate  assistance  to  service  personnel 


and  their  families  whose  lives  have  been  directly  affected  by  Operation  Iraqi 
Freedom  and  the  ongoing  global  war  on  terrorism.  Created  during  the  early  days  of 
Desert  Shield  in  response  to  the  massive  activation  of  Reserve  and  National  Guard 
members,  the  Family  Support  Network  garners  the  resources  of  nearly  15,000  local 
posts  nationwide  to  assist  military  families  enduring  hardships  incurred  due  to 
military  service. 

Since  Sept.  11, 2001,  the  nation  has  been  on  high  alert  and  National  Guard  and 
Reserve  units  have  been  activated  in  record  numbers.  As  a result,  the  families  of  these 
men  and  women  often  find  themselves  unable  to  meet  normal  monthly  household 
obligations.  Assistance  is  needed  for  a variety  of  everyday  chores  and  expenses. 

These  needs  range  from  routine  household  chores,  grocery  shopping,  and  childcare, 
to  ensuring  that  the  grass  is  mowed  for  the  expecting  mother  whose  husband  is 
serving  abroad. 

To  actively  address  these  issues,  The  American  Legion  maintains  a 24-hour 
nationwide  toll-free  telephone  number,  (800)  504-4098,  for  service  personnel  and 
their  families  to  call  for  assistance.  Families  can  also  request  assistance  electronically 
through  the  Legion's  Web  site  at  www.legion.org  or  e-mail  at  familysupport@legion. 
org.  All  requests  are  referred  to  The  American  Legion  department  in  which  the  call 
originated.  Departments  relay  the  collected  information  to  a local  American  Legion 
post.  The  post  then  contacts  the  servicemember  or  family  to  see  how  assistance  can 
be  provided.  Since  the  creation  of  the  Family  Support  Network  in  1990,  thousands 
of  posts  have  responded  to  meet  these  families'  needs.  Since  the  terrorist  attacks 
of  Sept.  11, 2001,  the  Family  Support  Network  has  handled  additional  thousands  of 
requests  and  inquiries. 

As  our  forces  pursue  the  enemies  of  freedom  in  Iraq  and  around  the  globe,  The 
American  Legion  supports  our  men  and  women  in  uniform  and  their  families  with  the 
Family  Support  Network.  Those  of  us  in  The  American  Legion  who  served  our  nation 
in  times  of  war,  remember  how  it  felt  to  be  separated  from  those  we  love.  The  Family 
Support  Network  is  successful  as  a direct  result  of  Legionnaires,  at  the  Post  level  in 
local  communities,  responding  to  the  needs  of  our  comrades  and  their  families.  As  the 
nation's  largest  veterans  organization,  our  commitment  to  the  men  and  women  of 
our  armed  forces  and  their  families  is  absolute.  As  a grateful  nation,  we  must  ensure 
that  no  family  endures  hardships  caused  by  military  service. 

Since  our  beginning,  the  Legion  has  worked  to  increase  the  quality  of  life  for  all 
young  people.  Our  partnership  with  Children's  Miracle  Network  and  its  170  children's 
hospitals  throughout  North  America  underscores  this  mission.  Last  year,  the  Legion 
family  contributed  over  $5  million  to  benefit  local  children's  hospitals  throughout  this 
country,  touching  the  lives  of  more  than  17  million  children. 

The  "Make  Halloween  A Safe  and  Fun  Night"  program  continues  to  be  our  most 
popular.  Each  year,  the  Legion  family  distributes  between  200,000  and  800,000 
brochures  to  young  people  throughout  this  country.  To  our  knowledge,  the  Legion 
remains  the  only  organization  that  emphasizes  this  event  on  a national  level. 

It  could  well  be  said  that  the  Legion  has  a lot  to  offer,  but  please  remember,  these 
are  simply  activities  the  commission  has  taken  on  in  order  to  provide  the  Children  & 
Youth  volunteer  with  direct  support.  You  might  want  to  get  involved  with  an  activity 
we  do  not  directly  support  with  published  materials.  If  this  is  the  case,  please  contact 
us,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to  put  you  in  contact  with  the  organization  that  can  best 
support  your  needs.  Remember  that  it  is  not  imperative  to  involve  yourself  in  every 
national  program.  All  we  ask  is  that  you  take  at  least  one  Children  & Youth  activity 
and  make  it  yours.  It  is  better  to  do  one  thing  very  well  than  to  do  many  things  poorly. 

The  commission  is  proud  of  the  Legionnaires,  Auxiliary  members,  Sons  of  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Eight  and  Forty  partners  for  their  accomplishments  on 
behalf  of  our  country's  youth.  Their  efforts  in  the  area  of  child  welfare  are  living 
testaments  to  the  ability  of  free  men  and  women  to  adapt  themselves  to  evolving 
needs  while  maintaining  high  principles  and  taking  on  increased  responsibilities 
under  those  principles. 

With  your  fullest  support,  our  organization  will  continue  to  lead  the  way  in  our 
pursuit  of  "A  Square  Deal  for  Every  Child." 
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The  86th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  was  conducted  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Aug.  27  - Sept.  2, 2004.  National  Commander  John  A.  Brieden 
III  of  Texas  called  the  convention  to  order  at  9 a.m.  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  31, 2004. 
Commander  Brieden  welcomed  the  Legionnaires  to  Nashville  and  thanked  them  for 
their  continuing  service  to  our  country  and  to  our  veterans.  The  Hon.  Phil  Bredesen, 
governor  of  Tennessee;  the  Hon.  Bill  Purcell,  mayor  of  Nashville;  Bascom  Barrett, 
American  Legion  Department  of  Tennessee  commander;  and  Jennings  B.  Loring, 
president  of  the  National  Convention  Corp.  of  Tennessee  welcomed  Legionnaires  to 
the  national  convention. 

Congressman  Jim  Cooper;  Sen.  John  Kerry;  the  Hon.  Anthony  J.  Principi,  secretary  of 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs;  the  Hon.  R.L.  Brownlee,  acting  secretary  of  the 
Army;  the  Hon.  Elaine  L.  Chao,  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Labor;  the  Hon.  Tom 
Ridge,  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security;  the  Hon.  Jerry  D.  Jennings, 
deputy  assistant  secretary  of  Defense,  POW/Missing  Personnel  Affairs;  Lt.  Gen. 
Stephen  Blum,  chief,  National  Guard  Bureau;  and  Gen.  Richard  B.  Meyers,  chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  also  addressed  the  attendees  of  the  86th  National  Convention. 
The  Hon.  George  W.  Bush,  president  of  The  United  States,  addressed  a standing- 
room-only  crowd  of  Legionnaires  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  31. 

One  of  many  highlights  for  the  2004  National  Convention  was  the  National 
Commander's  Banquet  for  Distinguished  Guests  that  took  place  in  the  Delta 
Ballroom  of  the  Gaylord  Resort  and  Convention  Center.  The  Oak  Ridge  Boys  provided 
entertainment  to  a crowd  of  approximately  2,400  Legionnaires  and  guests. 

Convention  Commission  Activities 

The  National  Convention  Commission  held  three  regular  meetings  during  the  year. 
Discussions  continue  regarding  the  revisions  of  our  request  for  proposal  (RFP)  sent  to 
cities  interested  in  hosting  a national  convention.  This  process  is  extremely  important 
as  it  provides  an  equal  opportunity  for  all  cities  to  be  judged  the  same  way  during  the 
initial  review  and  site  visit  process.  It  is  the  commission's  desire  to  continue  to  attract 
new  cities  desirous  of  hosting  our  national  convention.  This  provides  our  blue-cap 
Legionnaires  and  their  families  with  a varied  and  enjoyable  convention  that  can  be 
shared  by  all  on  an  annual  basis. 

The  National  Convention  Commission  also  rewrote  and  submitted  for  approval  the 
articles  of  agreement  between  the  host  convention  corporation  and  the  national 
organization  of  The  American  Legion  for  the  conduct  of  the  national  convention. 
Included  in  this  revision  were  updated  convention  corporation  policy  and  procedures, 
which  are  provided  to  each  corporation  hosting  the  national  convention.  This  revision 
allows  both  organizations  to  more  efficiently  and  effectively  conduct  the  business  of 
the  national  convention  and  those  responsibilities  for  each  contained  therein.  These 
new  procedures  became  effective  with  the  2004  National  Convention  in  Nashville. 
Beginning  with  the  1999  National  Convention  and  continued  at  the  2004  convention, 
each  attendee  had  to  have  the  proper  identification  badge/credentials  to  enter  all 
venues  of  The  American  Legion  National  Convention.  On-site  registration  tables 
were  available  for  those  who  needed  to  register  at  the  convention.  This  process 
continues  to  prove  successful  and  will  be  in  effect  for  all  future  national  conventions. 
Additionally,  the  convention  and  meetings  office  was  directed  to  procure  a new 
paper-within-plastic  badge  for  the  national  convention.  This  badge  proposal  was 
made  available  for  the  first  time  at  the  2001  National  Convention  and  continued 
successfully  at  the  2004  National  Convention.  There  have  been  no  changes  to  the 


traditional  distinguished-guests  badges  and  the  traditional  badges  continue  to 
be  available  for  purchase  through  the  Emblem  Sales  Division  during  and  after  the 
national  convention. 


The  National  Convention  Commission  reviewed  bids  provided  for  the  2010  National 
Convention  from  the  cities  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.  Subsequent  to  conducting  site  visits  and  after  listening  to  formal  presentations 
from  each  of  these  fine  cities,  the  National  Convention  Commission  recommended 
to  the  National  Executive  Committee  that  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  be  tentatively 
awarded  the  National  Convention  for  2010,  the  dates  being  Aug.  27  - Sept.  2, 2010. 
The  National  Executive  Committee  later  approved  the  recommendation. 

Future  conventions  and  dates  are: 


Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Reno,  Nev. 

Phoenix 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Aug.  25-31, 2006 
Aug.  24-30, 2007 
Aug.  22-28, 2008 
Aug.  21-27, 2009 
Aug.  27-Sept.  2, 2010 


Distinguished  Guest  Committee 

Donald  T.Hiu 

Hawaii 

Chairman 

The  Distinguished  Guest  Committee  exists  under  the  umbrella  of  the  National 
Convention  Commission.  Responsibilities  include  the  coordination  of  activities  of  all 
persons  invited  to  attend  the  national  convention  as  our  distinguished  guests. 

The  committee  arranges  each  guest's  arrival  and  departure  at  the  national 
convention.  Each  distinguished  guest  is  also  assisted  with  credentials,  agendas  and 
other  details  of  the  national  convention. 


American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 


Dennis  R.  Boland 

Florida 
President 

William  A.  Pease 

Indiana 

Executive  Secretary 

In  1954,  The  American  Legion  endorsed  the  separate  incorporation  of  The  American 
Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation.  Since  then,  the  foundation  has  granted  over 
$7  million  to  non-profit  youth-oriented  organizations.  Grants  are  awarded  solely  for 
the  following  two  purposes: 

• To  contribute  to  the  physical,  mental,  emotional  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  children  and  youth  through  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge  about  new  and  innovative  organizations  and/or  their 
programs  designed  to  benefit  youth;  and 

• To  contribute  to  the  physical,  mental,  emotional,  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  children  and  youth  through  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge  already  possessed  by  well-established  organizations, 
to  the  end  that  such  information  can  be  more  adequately  used 
by  society. 

At  its  annual  meeting  in  October  2004,  the  board  of  directors  approved  grants  to  19 
non-profit  organizations  in  the  amount  of  $585,275  for  projects  to  be  completed  in 
calendar  year  2005.  These  grants  have  been  awarded  to  support  worthwhile  projects 
and  disseminate  information  about  them  to  the  general  public  and  specific  target 
groups.  The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  grants  awarded  this  year. 

American  Liver  Foundation  of  New  York:  $40,500  for  a project  titled 
"Jaundice  Alert:  Pediatric  Liver  Disease  Awareness  Campaign." 
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Children's  Hospital  Foundation  of  Omaha,  Neb.:  $14,200  for  a 
project  titled,  "Hearing  Impairment:  Early  Identification  - Early 
Intervention." 

Children's  Organ  Transplant  Association  of  Bloomington,  Ind.: 

$40,000  for  a project  titled,  "Saving  Kids'  Lives  for  a Healthier 
Tomorrow." 

Christian  Community,  Inc.  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.:  $30,000  for  a 
project  titled  "CONNECTIONS:  Parents  Talking  to  Children  and  Teens 
about  Health." 

Cornelia  de  Lange  Syndrome  (CdLS)  Foundation,  Inc.  of 
Avon,  Conn.:  $24,750  for  their  project  entitled  "Diagnosis  Now." 

Family  Forward  of  Austin,  Texas:  $30,000  for  a project  titled, 

"Safe  Parenting  Program  for  Survivors  of  Domestic  Violence." 

The  Foundation  Fighting  Blindness  ofOwings  Mills,  Md.:  $20,000 
for  a project  titled,  "Making  the  World  a Brighter  Place  for  your 
Blind  Child." 

Huntington's  Disease  Society  of  America  of  New  York:  $23,000 
for  a project  titled,  "Education  and  the  Child  Affected  by  Juvenile 
Onset  HD." 

Immune  Deficiency  Foundation  ofTowson,  Md.:  $42,500  for  a 
project  titled,  "Primary  Immune  Deficiency  Disease:  A Guide  for 
School  Personnel." 

International  Rett  Syndrome  Association  of  Clinton,  Md.:  $34,000 
fora  project  titled,  "Circles  of  Angels  DVD.'' 

Kids  in  Danger  of  Chicago:  $15,000  for  a project  titled  "Safe  from 
the  Start." 

KidsPeace,  Inc.  ofOrefield,  Pa.:  $60,000  for  a project  titled  "State  of 
America's  Children." 

National  Environmental  Education  & Training  Foundation 
of  Washington:  $24,825  for  a project  titled,  "Environmental 
Management  of  Pediatric  Asthma:  Guidelines  for  Pediatric  Health 
Care  Providers." 

National  Marfan  Foundation  of  Port  Washington,  N.Y.:  $25,000  for 
a project  titled,  "NMF  'Teens  in  Touch'  Handbook." 

Organization  for  Autism  Research  of  Arlington,  Va.:  $23,045  for  a 
project  titled,  "Creation  and  Publication  of  An  Educator's  Guide  to 
Asperger  Syndrome." 

The  Pennsylvania  State  University  of  University  Park,  Pa. : 

$26,250  for  a project  titled,  "Putting  YOUTH  Back  into  Sports 
Dissemination  Project." 

SAFETY  - Substance  Abuse  Foundation  Educating  Today's 
Youth  of  Phoenix:  $33,940  for  a project  titled,  "All  America  Sam 
Celebrates  America." 

Spina  Bifida  Association  of  America  of  Washington:  $35,000  for  a 
project  titled,  "KidZone  Newsletter." 

YMCA  National  Safe  Place  of  Louisville,  Ky.:  $43,265  for  a 
project  titled,  "National  Safe  Place  - Do  You  Know  How  to  Keep 
Children  Safe?" 

I am  happy  to  report  that  during  2004,  donations  exceeded  $676,679  with  more  than 
$313,930  of  that  amount  coming  to  us  from  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion. 
Members  of  The  American  Legion  family  are  primary  contributors  to  the  success 
and  growth  of  ourfoundation.  Each  member  and  local  organization  is  encouraged 
to  make  an  annual  contribution  in  support  of  the  foundation.  Your  support  allows 
the  foundation  to  continue  funding  projects  that  improve  the  quality  of  life  for 
our  nation's  children.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  every  dollar  given  to  the 
foundation  is  used  for  grants  that  assist  young  people. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  held  in  Indianapolis  on  May  1, 2005,  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
Dennis  R.  Boland  of  Florida,  president;  Peggy  Moon  of  Minnesota,  vice  president; 


Kenneth  D.  Danilson  of  Iowa,  secretary;  and  Robert  Turner  of  Georgia,  treasurer. 
Administrative  personnel  appointed  by  the  board  of  directors  were  George  A.  Buskirk, 
Jr.,  assistant  treasurer,  and  William  A.  Pease  executive  secretary. 

Under  the  1969  Tax  Reform  Act,  the  foundation  retains  its  tax-exempt  status.  Gifts, 
therefore,  are  deductible  for  federal  income-tax  purposes  to  the  extent  permitted 
by  law,  and  bequests  to  the  foundation  are  deductible  for  federal  inheritance-tax 
purposes  to  the  extent  permitted  by  the  Federal  Tax  Act. 
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James  E.  Koutz 

Indiana 
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The  National  Economic  Commission  and  its  two  standing  subcommittees  on 
Employment  and  Veterans  Preference  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  America's 
veterans  have  the  opportunity  to  provide,  with  honor  and  dignity,  the  economic 
necessities  of  life  for  themselves  and  their  families.  In  order  to  achieve  this  goal  the 
commission  and  its  committees  work  closely  with  such  governmental  agencies  as  the 
Department  of  Labor,  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  the  Office 
of  Personnel  Management,  the  Small  Business  Administration,  and  the  Loan  Guaranty 
and  Vocational  Rehabilitation  services  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

Currently  the  National  Economic  Commission  is  spearheading  the  Legion's  efforts 
to  end  homelessness  among  veterans.  Currently,  47  departments  have  Homeless 
Veterans'  Task  Force  Chairmen,  who  are  coordinating  activities  in  their  departments. 
The  Homeless  Veterans'  Task  Force  met  during  the  Washington  Conference  to  plan 
the  next  year's  activities.  These  activities  will  include  presenting  the  brand-new 
Homeless  Veterans  Outreach  Award  to  the  Department  of  Indiana  at  this  convention. 
At  the  45th  Washington  Conference,  commission  members  and  guests  met  to  hear 
the  latest  on  subjects  of  concern  to  them.  Speakers  included  John  McWilliam,  Deputy 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training,  on  the  proposed 
restructuring  of  veterans'  employment  and  training  funding;  George  Nesterczuk 
of  the  Office  of  Personnel  Management  on  the  National  Security  Personnel  System 
currently  being  implemented  in  the  departments  of  Defense  and  Homeland  Security; 
Keith  Pedigo  of  the  VA  Loan  Guaranty  Service  on  his  agency's  plans  for  the  next  year; 
Dennis  Douglass  of  the  VA  Education  Service  on  recent  and  upcoming  changes  in 
the  Gl  Bill,  and  Ronald  Horne,  DoD  Transition  Assistance  Program  Manager,  on  the 
extension  of  TAP  to  National  Guard  and  Reserve  personnel. 

Other  speakers  included  Mike  Brinck  on  the  proposed  restructuring  in  the 
Department  of  Labor;  Linda  Boone,  Pete  Dougherty,  Kristine  McLaughlin  and  Kevin 
Cordwell  on  services  available  to  homeless  veterans;  Fred  Steier  of  VA  on  the  VA 
vocational  rehabilitation  program;  and  Mason  Bishop  and  Charles  Ciccolella,  both  of 
the  Department  of  Labor,  on  the  proposed  restructuring. 

The  Awards  Subcommittee  met  to  select  winners  in  the  Employer  of  Veterans  and 
Employment  Service  awards  programs.  Here  are  the  winners: 

LVER  of  the  Year:  Ronald  Piercy,  Asheville,  N.C. 

DVOP  of  the  Year:  Jon  H.  Cone  Sr.,  Fayetteville,  N.C. 

ES  Local  Office  of  the  Year:  Alabama  Career  Center,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Small  Employer  of  Veterans:  Midwest  Management  Technology, 

Sheppard  AFB,  Texas 

Medium  Size  Employer  of  Veterans:  Allied-Barton  Security 
Services,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Large  Employer  of  Veterans:  Omega  Training  Group,  Inc., 

Columbus,  Ga. 
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Deputy  Director  Sharpe  prepared  and  delivered  testimony  for  congressional 
committees  on  several  subjects  of  vital  interest  to  the  commission,  especially  on  the 
proposed  restructuring  of  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service,  and  on  the 
VA's  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and  Employment  Service. 

As  part  of  its  emphasis  on  ending  homelessness,  Economics  sponsored  homeless 
veterans'  workshops  at  the  National  Leadership  and  Information  Conferences.  One 
major  area  of  concern  is  to  get  the  whole  Legion  family,  including  the  Auxiliary  and 
the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion,  to  work  together  as  a team. 

Homeless  Veterans  Task  Force  members  in  the  Department  of  California  assisted  in 
the  development  of  a template  which  will  be  used  as  a guide  for  homeless  veteran 
activities  in  all  departments,  with  recommendations  for  fund  raising,  publicity, 
advocacy,  prevention,  volunteering  and  other  activities. 

Another  area  of  concern  for  the  commission  is  to  ensure  there  are  employment 
opportunities  for  returning,  newly  separated  veterans.  To  this  end,  the  commission 
has  sponsored  job  fairs  in  partnership  with  Transition  Assistance  Online  and  the 
Labor  Department,  and  has  planned  and  organized  a job  fair  to  be  conducted  at  this 
convention,  on  Aug.  20  and  21. 

In  addition,  the  commission  has  prepared  two  new  pamphlets  on  subjects  of 
vital  interest  to  returning  veterans.  These  pamphlets,  on  Job  Fairs  and  on  the 
Servicemembers'  Civil  Relief  Act,  are  available  at  this  convention. 

Finally,  the  commission  has  begun  the  process  of  forming  a Small  Business  Task 
Force  to  explore  ways  in  which  the  Legion  can  make  it  easier  for  veterans  to  become 
entrepreneurs. 
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The  American  Legion  emblem  is  the  exclusive  property  of  the  National  Headquarters. 
The  sale  of  the  emblem,  emblem  pins,  merchandise  carrying  the  emblem  and  other 
items  of  organizational  equipment  is  the  responsibility  of  the  National  Headquarters 
in  Indianapolis.  The  following  tables  show  gross  sales,  net  earnings,  etc.,  for  the 
entire  calendar  year  2004  and  for  the  first  three  months  of  2005. 

Jan.  1 to  Dec.  31, 2004  (12  months) 

Gross  Sales  $ 10,031,087 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold  5,245,314 

Overhead  3,320,573 

Operating  Profit  1,465,200 

Total  number  of 2004  orders  processed:  1 01 ,342 
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The  primary  obligation  of  the  Finance  Commission  is  to  prepare  a yearly  budget  for 
the  National  Executive  Committee,  handle  funds  under  that  budget  and  exercise 
reasonable  oversight  to  see  that  the  various  divisions  and  departments  of  the  national 
organization  operate  within  appropriations.  The  Finance  Commission  includes 
seven  members,  with  the  national  adjutant  as  ex-officio  secretary,  and  the  national 
commander  and  national  treasurer  as  ex-officio  members.  Also  attending  these 
meetings  are  the  executive  directors  of  the  Washington  and  Indianapolis  offices  and 
the  finance  director  and  liaison  observers  from  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

The  national  organization  had  an  operating  surplus  of  $694,678  for  2004.  In  that 
year,  we  received  $9  dues  per  member,  allocating  $6  to  the  General  Fund  and  $3  to 
The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

Income  of  the  national  organization  derives  from  annual  membership  dues,  interest 
on  investments,  magazine  advertisements,  Emblem  Sales,  contributions  and  other 
approved  activities. 

A full  financial  statement  is  incorporated  in  the  auditor's  report.  Your  attention  is 
directed  also  to  the  Reports  of  Committees  and  Trusts,  which  can  be  found  in  this 
publication. 

These  entities  include  the: 

American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 
American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Committee 
American  Legion  Emblem  Committee 
American  Legion  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust 
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G.  Michael  Schlee 

Maryland 

Director 


Jan.  1 to  March  31, 2005  (3  months ) 


Gross  Sales 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold 

Overhead 

Operating  Profit 

Total  orders  processed 

for  first  3 months  of 2005: 22,094 


$ 2,344,216 
1,248,680 

775.267 

320.268 


The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  has  throughout  the  year  worked  diligently  to 
implement  and  address  key  foreign-relations  issues  concerning  The  American  Legion. 
Under  the  leadership  of  former  Chairman  David  Rehbein  of  Iowa,  the  commission 
was  well  on  track  to  maintain  and  develop  The  American  Legion's  evolving 
foreign-relations  positions.  New  Chairman  Michael  D.  Helm  of  Nebraska  is  adamant 
in  pursuing  these  important  issues  and  continuing  development  of  policies  and 
statements  regarding  the  core  foreign-relations  concerns  for  The  American  Legion; 
the  strengthening  of  our  position  on  human  rights  in  Vietnam  primarily  for  former 
U.S.  allies  in  the  Montagnard  minority,  the  continued  efforts  to  seek  full  accountability 
of  American  POW/MIAs  in  all  of  our  nation's  conflicts  to  include  those  lost  in  training 
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and  in  transit  around  the  world,  and  the  continuing  development  and  reassessment  of 
American  foreign  policy  as  new  challenges  and  threats  arise  in  the  world. 

Major  Issues 

Resolution  196:  Support  the  War  on  Terrorism 

Continued  support  for  military  and  law-enforcement  objectives, 
both  national  and  international,  to  rid  the  world  of  terrorism  and 
prevent  such  acts  from  happening  against  the  United  States. 

Resolution  197:  U.S.  Foreign  Policy  Objectives 
Continued  re-examination  of  our  national  foreign-policy  objectives 
and  to  recognize  the  U.S.  role  as  a singular  leader  in  the  free  world  to 
promote  democracy  and  human  rights  and  to  promote  world  peace 
and  security. 

Resolution  321:  Priority  POW/MIA  Actions 

Continue  to  provide  sufficient  means  and  support  for  the 
mission  of  full  accountability  of  all  POW/MIAs  and  the  continued 
declassification  of  pertinent  records. 

Other  Issues 

Resolution  1:  Sovereignty  in  Iraq 

Encourage  efforts  to  promote  the  sovereignty  of  Iraq  and 

development  of  its  democracy. 

Resolution  4:  Support  for  Taiwan 

Support  for  continued  sales  of  U.S.  weapons  systems  for  the  defense 
ofTaiwan. 

Resolution  5:  Support  for  Peaceful  Resolution  ofTaiwan  Straits 
Tension 

Support  and  encourage  the  democratic  process  in  Taiwan 
Resolution  104:  U.S.  Relations  with  Africa 
Urge  the  President  and  Congress  to  develop  a comprehensive 
bipartisan  U.S.  policy. 

Resolution  193:  Human  Rights  in  Vietnam 
Support  legislation  that  protects  human  rights  in  Vietnam. 

Resolution  195:  Panama  Canal 

Support  collaborative  efforts  between  the  U.S.  government  and  the 
Republic  of  Panama  on  canal  use  and  security. 

Resolution  252:  Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas 

Support  the  long-term  goals  of  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative 

Resolution  253:  Cuba 

Urge  the  U.S.  government  to  continue  to  maintain  control  of 
Guantanamo  Bay  Naval  Base. 

Resolution  256:  Central  America 

Urge  the  U.S.  government  to  continue  economic  aid  to  friendly, 

democratic  Central  American  nations. 

2004  Fall  NEC 

An  executive  session  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met  on  0ct.11, 2004,  in 
the  Circle  West  Room  of  the  Radisson  City  Hotel  in  Indianapolis.  The  commission 
considered  Resolution  No.  6 - Maintaining  Adequate  U.S.  Military  Force  Levels 
in  South  Korea  - which  was  referred  from  the  86th  National  Convention.  The 
recommended  action  is  contained  in  the  addendum  to  this  report. 

A variety  of  international-relations  issues  were  also  discussed  during  the  morning 
meeting  as  well  as  the  2005  Washington  Conference.  Topics  and  speakers  for  both  the 
commission  session  and  its  POW/MIA  Update  on  Feb.  28  were  reviewed. 

The  commission  received  an  update  on  the  national  commander's  Far  East  trip.  The 
war  in  Iraq  and  the  continuing  military  actions  in  Afghanistan  were  prominent  in  our 
discussions.  The  American  Legion's  active  support  for  Senate  action  on  the  Vietnam 
Human  Rights  Act  of  2004  was  reviewed  and  discussed.  The  staff  presented  a synopsis 


of  the  U.S.  Worldwide  POW/MIA  Accounting  Seminar  held  Aug.  9-13, 2004,  for 
representatives  of  five  nations  which  included  a half-day  constituency  group  panel. 
Developments  on  the  Korean  Peninsula  as  well  as  our  continuing  support  for  the 
Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan  were  discussed.  The  commission  also  reviewed  the  new 
foreign-relations  resolutions  adopted  at  the  86th  National  Convention  in  Nashville. 

On  Tuesday,  Oct.  12, 2004,  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met  jointly  with  the 
National  Security  Commission.  The  group  reviewed  a tape  depicting  the  first  year  of 
the  U.S.  Army  in  Iraq.  Maj.  Ernest  Parker,  strategic  communications  officer,  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  Army  Reserve,  made  a presentation  to  the  joint  session.  He  discussed  the 
imperative  importance  of  the  Army  Reserve  in  today's  total  force  as  well  as  unique 
problems  they  face.  Over  40  percent  of  the  U.S.  Army  in  Iraq  is  comprised  of  Guard  and 
Reserve  soldiers. 

2005  Washington  Conference 

The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met  in  general  sessions  Feb.  28  and  March  2, 

2005,  during  the  45th  annual  Washington  Conference  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel, 
Washington.  The  following  is  a summary  of  those  sessions: 

Morning  Session,  Feb.  28 

The  commission  met  jointly  with  the  National  Security  Commission  to  hear 
several  speakers  of  mutual  interest.  The  first  speaker  was  the  Hon.  Rudolf  Perina, 
ambassador,  deputy  director  of  the  Office  of  Planning  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  State, 
who  updated  the  commissions  on  general  issues  regarding  international  diplomacy 
and  the  role  of  his  office  in  providing  strategic  planning  and  analysis  of  where  our 
nation's  future  diplomatic  priorities  should  be  focused. 

The  ambassador  made  general  comments  regarding  the  major  regions  of  the  world 
in  which  the  United  States  has  some  visible  involvement:  from  Europe,  to  the  Middle 
East,  to  Asia  and  the  Korean  Peninsula,  to  Africa  and  South  America. 

In  his  presentation,  the  ambassador  made  it  clear  that  the  biggest  threat  facing  the 
United  States  in  the  Post-Post  Cold  War  since  9/11  is  the  rise  of  failing  states.  This 
was  in  reference  to  emerging  nations,  whose  governments  are  unable  to  provide 
the  minimal  needs  of  their  citizenry,  democratic  ideals,  economic  development 
and  civil  safety  and  security,  a lack  of  which  can  become  the  breeding  grounds  of 
extremists  and  terrorists.  The  inability  of  these  governments  to  provide  for  the  basic 
needs  of  their  people  can  create  an  atmosphere  ripe  for  extremist  groups  to  exploit 
the  unrest  of  the  people.  This  allows  these  groups  to  recruit  and  indoctrinate  new 
members  to  their  cause,  which  invariably  blames  the  west  or  the  United  States  for  the 
circumstances  of  that  country. 

The  main  focus  of  our  current  diplomatic  and  international  relations  effort  has  been 
to  help  nations  develop,  strengthen  or  reform  their  current  political  systems  toward 
greater  democratization.  Our  nation's  goodwill  efforts  and  development  aid  are 
moving  less  toward  military  concerns  and  more  toward  civil  development  to  ensure 
regional  stability.  Another  problem  the  ambassador  pointed  out  is  the  growing  HIV/ 
AIDS  epidemic  in  Africa  which  is  devastating  the  growth  of  the  continent  and  seriously 
impacting  the  ability  of  many  of  those  developing  nations  to  create  civil  society. 

The  ambassador  fielded  questions  regarding  overall  policy  priorities  and  was  asked 
specifically  on  the  current  situation  with  North  Korea.  He  commented  that  the  United 
States  felt  that  engagement  among  all  the  regional  players  was  key  in  bringing  the 
North  Koreans  to  the  negotiating  table.  The  United  States  is  creating  a single  front 
on  the  issue  of  nuclear  proliferation  in  the  region  by  engaging  all  the  players:  Russia, 
China,  Japan  and  South  Korea.  This  type  of  diplomacy  would  prevent  the  group  from 
being  split  apart  on  certain  points  of  concern  by  the  individual  states  to  remain 
focused  on  the  nuclear  disarming  of  the  North  Koreans.  The  ambassador  concluded 
his  Q&A  session  and  was  presented  with  a gift  and  appreciation  by  Foreign  Relations 
Chairman  Helm,  who  then  turned  the  program  over  to  National  Security  Chairman 
Clarence  Hill. 

The  second  speaker  was  Rear  Adm.  David  M.  Stone,  U.S.  Navy  Ret.,  assistant  secretary 
of  homeland  security  for  the  Transportation  Security  Administration,  Department 
of  Homeland  Security.  Adm.  Stone  began  by  emphasizing  the  immensity  of 
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transportation  security  in  the  United  States,  including  its  contiguous  waters  and 
skies.  He  noted  that  transportation  security  was  heavily  dependent  on  technology, 
which  was  continuously  evolving,  particularly  in  airport  passenger  and  luggage 
screening.  The  registered  air  traveler  program  was  still  a pilot  program  and  needed 
to  be  broadened  and  expedited.  Adm.  Stone  noted  that  a Transportation  Security 
Agency  Operations  Center  has  been  established  in  northern  Virginia,  as  had  a 
Highway  Watch  Transportation  Operations  Center  in  Crystal  City  in  northern  Virginia. 
Sec.  Stone  answered  a number  of  guestions  from  the  members  of  the  commission  on 
the  Transportation  Worker  Identification  Program  (TWIP). 

Afternoon  Session,  Feb.  28 

The  National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met  in  joint  session  to 
attend  the  POW/MIA  update  presented  by  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission. 

The  first  speaker  of  the  POW/MIA  session  was  Richard  "Dickie"  Hites,  special  adviser 
of  the  Joint  POW/MIA  Accounting  Command  (JPAC).  Hites  presented  a power-point 
presentation  and  several  short  videos,  which  provided  a short  history  of  the  agency 
and  its  current  mission  of  remains  recovery.  JPAC  is  the  field-work  arm  of  the  Defense 
POW/MIA  Office  (DPMO),  which  is  charged  with  on-the-ground,  site  excavation, 
remains  recovery  and  identification.  JPAC  operates  several  recovery  teams  stationed 
at  the  Central  Identification  Laboratory  Hawaii  (CILHI).  These  teams  have  been  sent 
all  over  the  world.  One  full  team  has  recently  been  sent  to  Malaysia  to  help  with  the 
identifications  of  victims  of  the  tsunami  disaster.  The  agency's  personnel  have  also 
been  used  to  help  in  the  identification  of  human  remains  found  in  the  CSS  Hunley  and 
the  USS  Monitor. 

Hites  provided  highlights  of  current  projects  and  ongoing  programs  in  the  countries 
of  Vietnam  and  North  Korea.  He  included  ongoing  recovery  projects  in  and  outside 
the  United  States,  including  sites  in  Alaska  and  Greenland.  The  use  of  the  recovery 
teams  is  extensive  and  places  a heavy  demand  on  their  time  and  skills.  The  teams  are 
comprised  of  both  civilian  and  cross-branch  military  personnel  who  work  in  various 
fields,  from  public  affairs  to  anthropology  to  archeological  odontology.  Due  to  the 
remoteness  of  many  of  the  field  sites  and  the  lack  of  material  support  and  resources 
in  those  areas,  a greater  physical  and  mental  demand  is  placed  on  the  teams.  Hites 
emphasized  that  despite  those  challenges,  each  member  of  the  teams  is  resolved  to 
complete  the  mission  because  of  the  work's  importance  to  families  of  these  missing 
servicemembers. 

Hites  concluded  his  presentation  and  informed  the  commissions  of  materials  and 
CD-ROM  disks  that  his  office  provided  for  our  use. 

Chairman  Helms  introduced  the  second  speaker  for  the  session,  Ann  Mills  Griffiths, 
executive  director  of  the  National  League  of  Families  of  Missing  from  Southeast 
Asia.  She  provided  an  update  on  the  status  of  recovery  operations  and  relations  with 
the  government  of  Vietnam.  Her  presentation  included  a historical  sketch  of  the 
status  of  the  POW/MIA  issue  and  particularly  credited  President  Ronald  Reagan  with 
resurrecting  awareness  toward  providing  an  accounting  of  the  missing.  She  touched 
on  the  support  of  The  American  Legion  with  the  League  of  Families  in  opposing 
normalization  of  trade  relations  with  Vietnam  and  thanked  the  Legion  for  its  strong 
support  over  the  past  30  years. 

Griffiths  went  on  to  relay  her  organization's  concerns  over  the  current  administration's 
leadership  without  mentioning  directly  the  current  deputy  assistant  secretary  of 
defense  (Prisoner  of  War/Missing  in  Action  Personnel  Affairs)  and  director,  Defense 
POW/Missing  Personnel  Office.  The  League  had  just  recently  made  public  a vote  of  no 
confidence  along  with  a letter  of  redress  sent  to  the  White  House  and  the  Secretary  of 
Defense.  She  cited  that  the  current  leadership  has  alienated  the  non-governmental 
organizations  from  active  participation  in  policy  formation  and  implementation  and 
has  failed  to  recognize  the  essential  role  that  family  organizations  play  in  this  area. 
Griffiths  then  expressed  the  need  to  continually  press  the  government  of  Vietnam  on 
the  issue  of  recovery  and  repatriation  of  remains  but  particularly  in  the  area  of  those 
personnel  whose  status  is  in  the  category  of  "last  known  alive."  It  is  the  League's 
opinion  that  Vietnam  could  do  much  more  in  this  area  to  help.  She  also  spoke  of  the 
initial  steps  being  taken  by  the  government  of  Vietnam  to  allow  a U.S.  salvage  vessel 


into  its  territorial  waters  to  investigate  more  than  30  known  sites  of  U.S.  aircraft 
that  went  down  with  personnel  aboard.  She  concluded  by  asking  for  the  continued 
assistance  of  Legionnaires  in  achieving  the  fullest  possible  accounting  of  all  those 
missing,  not  just  Southeast  Asia  but  from  all  wars. 

A short  Q&  A session  was  given  by  both  speakers,  which  concluded  after  responding 
to  one  inquiry  whether  or  not  the  United  States  had  paid  for  animal  bones  under  the 
guise  that  they  were  American  servicemember  remains.  The  answer  was  no.  Griffiths 
and  Hites  relayed  that  due  to  the  science  available  to  the  field  units,  the  ability  to 
distinguish  remains  is  very  specific  and  that  the  United  States  has  always  had  a policy 
not  to  pay  for  remains.  This  then  concluded  the  afternoon  session. 

Wednesday  Session,  March  2 

The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met  in  a business  session  on  Wednesday  morning, 
March  2, 2005.  Assistant  Director  Ray  Felsecker  gave  a power-point  presentation  on 
the  international-affairs  portion  of  the  federal  budget  and  overall  foreign-relations 
concerns  for  fiscal  2006.  He  outlined  the  major  portions  of  this  account,  which 
include  State  Department  funding,  foreign  humanitarian  aid  and  military  assistance. 
Felsecker  also  stressed  that  all  international  affairs  spending  accounts  for  only  one 
half  of  1 percent  of  the  federal  budget. 

A presentation  and  short  briefing  regarding  the  "Soldiers  for  Soldiers"  program 
was  given  by  American  Legion  Public  Relations  Director  Joe  March  and  by  program 
founder,  Airman  Fallon  O'Brien.  The  two  went  over  details  regarding  the  recycling 
program  of  printer  ink  cartridges  and  cell  phones  that  would  help  pay  for  some 
quality-of-life  enhancements  for  active-duty  servicemembers  and  their  families. 

A short  Q&A  was  given,  and  flyers  and  other  information  were  shared  with  the 
commission  members. 

Also  in  attendance  at  the  commission  meeting,  from  the  public  affairs  office  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  State,  was  Annette  Aulton.  Aulton  was  recognized  for  her  service 
and  assistance  to  The  American  Legion.  In  the  course  of  a year,  the  public-affairs 
office  is  responsible  for  the  advance  notification  to  all  embassies  and  foreign 
desks  regarding  the  national  commander's  Europe  and  Asia  trips.  In  addition,  the 
office  provides  briefings  for  the  national  commander  and  the  Auxiliary  national 
president.  The  public-affairs  office  also  maintains  a strong  relationship  with  all 
non-governmental  organizations  (NGOs)  and  is  the  conduit  for  providing  information 
regarding  foreign  policy  and  foreign-aid  programs.  The  office  also  provides  valuable 
support  to  our  Boys  Nation  and  the  Auxiliary's  Girls  Nation  programs. 

Members  of  the  commission  were  then  encouraged  by  the  chairman  to  submit  ideas 
for  speakers  and  topics  of  discussion  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  2005  National 
Convention  in  Honolulu.  A brief  show  of  hands  indicated  a strong  desire  for  the 
commission  to  have  a pre-convention  brief  at  Central  Identification  Lab  Hawaii  (CILHI) 
and  Pacific  Command  (PACCOM)  prior  to  the  convention  work  meetings.  In  addition, 
Chairman  Helm  also  asked  the  commission  members  to  keep  in  mind  any  resolutions 
they  may  be  interested  in  offering,  to  include  three  priority  areas  regarding  Vietnam 
human  rights  (Montagnards),  full  funding  priorities  for  the  State  Department  and 
continued  support  for  POW/MIA  programs  and  policies.  The  meeting  was  then 
adjourned. 

2005  Spring  NEC 

Monday,  May  2 

An  executive  session  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met  on  May  2, 2005,  in  the 
Circle  West  Room  of  the  Radisson  Hotel,  to  discuss  a variety  of  issues.  The  commission 
reviewed  a DVD  presentation  on  the  current  status  of  Montagnard  people  of  Vietnam, 
along  with  a power-point  update  on  the  State  Department  budget  by  commission  staff. 
A review  of  the  Washington  Conference  report  and  several  topics  for  resolutions 
were  discussed.  A resolution  to  promote  democracy  in  the  Middle  East  Region  for 
national  convention  consideration  was  introduced  by  the  chairman.  Discussion 
occurred  regarding  the  necessity  for  the  clarification  of  the  policy  and  the  position  of 
The  American  Legion  to  promote  democracy  around  the  world.  A motion  to  advance 
the  resolution  for  further  consideration  at  the  national  convention  was  made  by 
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Richard  Heigert  from  the  Department  of  Missouri  and  was  unanimously  passed  by  the 
members  present. 

The  executive  session  was  honored  to  have  in  attendance  Past  National  Commander 
Joe  Matthews.  The  commander  made  a recommendation  for  The  American  Legion 
to  strengthen  its  position  regarding  Zimbabwe  and  the  promotion  of  democracy  and 
human  rights  in  Africa.  The  executive  session  was  receptive  in  developing  a resolution 
for  further  consideration  and  was  duly  noted  by  the  commission  chairman  and  staff. 
Additional  discussion  followed  regarding  current  policies  and  positions  on  human 
rights  in  Vietnam.  The  chairman  recommended  to  the  members  present  a resolution 
to  modify  or  re-emphasize  the  concerns  of  The  American  Legion  for  the  Montagnards 
and  for  human  rights  in  Vietnam. 

Tuesday,  May  3 

On  Tuesday,  May  3, 2005,  the  Foreign  Relations  and  National  Security  Commissions 
met  in  joint  session.  A video  presentation  on  the  Department  of  Nebraska's  Junior 
Law  Cadet  program  was  given  and  discussion  followed.  The  joint  commission 
meeting  was  honored  to  have  present  Past  National  Commander  Clarence  Bacon  of 
Maryland.  The  commander  made  several  comments  in  support  of  this  unique  youth 
law  enforcement  promotion  program.  In  addition,  the  joint  commissions  reviewed  a 
video  from  PBS  Frontline  News  "Al-Qaeda's  New  Front"  and  the  Department  of  State's 
"A  History  of  Diplomacy." 


The  American  Legion  Insurance  Committee 


Leroy  S.  Lakey 

North  Carolina 
Chairman 

G.  Paul  Dunn 

Oklahoma 

Member  Benefits  Administrator 


The  American  Legion  Insurance  Committee  provides  oversight  for  the  several 
insurance  plans  currently  offered  by  The  American  Legion  and  is  assigned  to  the 
National  Finance  Commission. 

The  American  Legion  Insurance  Program  supports  several  national  programs  which 
are  among  the  most  prominent  and  visible  activities  of  The  American  Legion.  The 
programs  are  listed  here  with  the  corresponding  funding  for  2005:  American  Legion 
Baseball  $596,681;  National  Oratorical  Contest  $287,584;  Junior  Uniformed  Musical 
Groups  $35,000  for  participation  at  the  National  Convention;  Boys  Nation  $161,235; 
Boy  Scout  of  The  Year  Scholarship  Award  $17,500.  An  award  of  $2,500  per  year  up  to 
four  years,  not  to  exceed  $10,000,  for  pursuit  of  a course  of  study  beyond  high  school. 
Three  second-place  awards  in  the  amount  of  $2,500  each  are  also  granted. 

These  requests  for  grants  are  approved  by  The  American  Legion  Insurance 
Committee,  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee. 

The  American  Legion  offers  a variety  of  insurance  plans,  which  are  described  as 
follows: 

Important  Information:  Effective  Jan.  1, 2004,  all  term  life  plans  were 
transferred  to  Reliastar  Life  Insurance  Company.  Insured  members 
were  informed  of  the  change  in  October.  As  a result  of  the  change,  all 
term  life  insurance  plans  are  under  review.  As  soon  as  determinations 
are  finalized  about  existing  plans  or  new  plans,  appropriate 
announcements  will  be  made.  \Ne  expect  to  have  additional  plans 
available  in  2005. 

If  you  have  questions  from  current  policyholders  call  1-800-542-5547. 

Marsh  Affinity  Group  Services 
(formerly  SEABURY&  SMITH,  INC.) 

1776  West  Lakes  Parkway 
West  Des  Moines,  IA  50398 


The  American  Legion  has  a Level  Term  Life  Plan  to  available  to  members,  their 
spouses  and  dependents.  This  includes  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  members  and 
spouses.  The  administrator  for  the  plan  is  Seabury  & Smith,  Inc.,  located  in  West 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Eligibile  for  the  plan  are  members  and  spouses  under  age  70. 

This  plan  automatically  terminates  at  age  75. 

Modern  Veterans  Plan 

With  new,  improved  benefits  for  the  younger  member  who  is  looking  for  a more 
economical  choice  for  life  insurance,  the  LegionLife  Modern  Vets  Plan  may  be  the 
right  choice.  Also,  spouse  coverage  is  now  available.  Now,  all  members  under  age 
40  may  apply,  regardless  of  service  status.  And  for  those  members  under  the  age 
of  30,  the  maximum  benefit  has  been  increased  up  to  $200,000.  For  members  under 
the  age  of  40,  your  family  may  be  protected  for  less  than  the  cost  of  Veterans  Group 
Life  Insurance  (VGLI),  and  you  can  keep  your  benefits  even  if  you're  called  back  to 
active  duty.  For  more  information  and  a free  information  kit,  contact  the  program 
administrator  toll  free  (800)  542-5547. 

In  addition  to  its  low  cost,  the  plan  includes  a provision  that  will  pay  a covered 
person's  full  face  amount  in  the  event  of  death  caused  or  contributed  to  by  war  or  an 
act  of  war,  declared  or  undeclared,  if  the  person  is  serving  on  active  duty.  The  rates 
for  this  plan  are  very  competitive  with  all  associations  and  lower  than  many. 

The  Legion-approved  Modern  Vets  Plan  is  currently  underwritten  by  ReliaStar 
Insurance  Co.  Plans  are  not  available  in  all  states.  Call  Marsh  Affinity  Group 
Services  for  details. 

Health  Care  Plans 

The  following  health-care  plans  are  offered  in  most  states: 

1.  A variety  of  major  medical  plans,  called  "Market  Basket,"  that 
allows  members  of  the  Legion  and  SAL  to  call  and  request  quotes  on 
major  medical  insurance. 

2.  Small  Business  Group  Insurance  provides  quotes  on  major 
medical  coverage  for  small  employer  groups  of  2-50  employees. 

Additional  options  offered  for  employees  are  term  life,  accidental 
death,  long  and  short-term  disability  and  dental.  These  plans 
are  for  employees  of  the  small  business  group  - not  the  general 
membership.  Posts  and  departments  with  two  or  more  employees 
could  also  use  this  plan. 

3.  Dental  Insurance  is  an  indemnified  insurance  plan  with  a 
full  schedule  of  benefits,  for  members  and  their  dependents, 
including  SAL. 

For  information  on  the  above  plans,  call  (877)  886-0110. 

LegionPlus  TRICARE  Supplement 

The  American  Legion  has  a National  TRICARE  Supplement  Program  for  active-duty 
and  retired  military  members  and  dependents.  The  program  is  designed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  active-duty  and  retired  military  members  who  may  be  referred  to  civilian 
facilities  for  care.  It  includes  an  active  duty  and  retired  version. 

Requests  for  information  on  TRICARE  Supplement  Plan,  should  be  directed  to  the 
Administrator,  Marsh  Affinity  Group  Services,  Inc.,  1776  West  Lakes  Parkway,  West 
Des  Moines,  IA  50398;  (800)  542-5547. 

Birthday  Life  Whole  Life  Insurance 

The  Birthday  Life  whole  life  plan  is  currently  unavailable  for  new  coverage.  Union 
Fidelity  will  be  terminating  its  agreement  with  The  American  Legion  effective  Dec. 

31, 2005.  All  current  policyholders  will  still  receive  the  service  they  have  become 
accustomed  to  from  Union  Fidelity  Life  Insurance  Co.  The  American  Legion  is  currently 
searching  for  a replacement  carrier  and  expects  to  make  a selection  later  this  year. 
Requests  for  Birthday  Life  information  for  policyholders  should  be  directed  to  the 
Administrator,  Union  Fidelity  Life  Insurance  Co.,  500  Virginia  Dr.,  Fort  Washington,  PA 
19034;  (800)523-5758. 
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Health  care 

The  national  organization  has  several  health-care  products,  which  are  offered  to 
departments  on  an  individual  basis,  as  requested.  Departments  must  approve  the 
products  by  a vote  of  their  department  executive  committee  and  certify  approval 
to  the  national  adjutant.  Departments  may  or  may  not  approve  all  plans  offered. 
Upon  approval  by  a department,  appropriate  announcements  will  be  made  to  the 
membership.  The  National  Health  Insurance  Program  now  has  six  departments  that 
have  approved  participation:  Illinois,  Minnesota,  New  York,  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina.  The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  participates  in  the  dental  plan  only. 


Herman  G.  Harrington 

New  York 
Chairman 

JohnW.  Querfeld 

Illinois 
Director 

The  National  Internal  Affairs  Commission  was  established  by  resolution  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee  in  1947.  The  original  charge  for  this  constitutional  commission 
still  remains:  to  formulate  and  recommend  policies  and  to  oversee  the  implementation 
of  adopted  policies  relating  to  activities  conducted  for  organizational  purposes. 

Among  those  purposes  are  all  those  not  properly  the  responsibility  of  any  other 
national  commission,  as  well  as  membership  strategies,  post  formation,  clerical  and 
records  administration  for  posts  and  individual  members,  and  special  projects.  The 
commission  also  is  required  from  time  to  time  to  provide  guidance  and  assistance 
to  the  national  adjutant  on  necessary  administrative  operations  of  the  national 
headquarters. 

Underthe  broad  interpretation  of  those  purposes  not  properly  the  responsibility 
of  other  commissions,  Internal  Affairs  oversees  awards,  constitutional  discipline, 
and  commemorative  activities.  The  commission  also  monitors  legislative  and 
other  regulatory  activities,  which  potentially  affect  posts  and  departments,  and 
recommends  appropriate  courses  of  action. 

The  commission  has  four  standing  committees  assigned  to  it  for  supervision  and 
coordination.  They  are  Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials;  Resolutions  Assignment- 
Constitution  and  By-Laws;  and  Membership  & Post  Activities.  The  latter  has 
separate  reporting  responsibilities  to  the  National  Convention  and  the  National 
Executive  Committee. 

Internal  Affairs  is  responsible  for  overseeing  and  reviewing  the  activities  of  the  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion,  which  is  not  a separate  organization  but  rather  a major 
program  of  the  organization. 

The  commission  also  oversees  long-term  programs  and  activities  of  the  National 
Paid-Up-For-Life  program  and  the  National  Emergency  Fund. 

Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials 

Randall  W.  Busch 

Nebraska 

Chairman 

This  committee  supervises  all  the  official  national  awards  and  recommends  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee  recipients  for  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal; 
over  the  years,  some  of  those  awarded  The  American  Legion's  highest  honor  were: 
Gen.  John  J.  Pershing,  Ignace  Jan  Paderewski  of  Poland,  Henry  Ford,  Ernie  Pyle, 

Bob  Hope,  Babe  Ruth,  Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk,  Bishop  Fulton  J.  Sheen,  the  dead  and  missing 
of  the  Vietnam  War,  10  men  who  have  served  as  president  of  The  United  States  in 
the  20th  Century,  plus  many  other  citizens  of  renown  who  have  made  lasting  and 
significant  contributions. 
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Other  awards  this  committee  makes  recommendations  on  include  the  International 
Amity  Award  and  the  Canadian  Friendship  Award.  A report  is  also  prepared  for  the 
NEC  on  miscellaneous  awards  that  have  been  presented  during  each  year. 

The  committee  also  supervises  the  contents  of  the  Manual  of  Ceremonies  of 
The  American  Legion. 

Resolutions  Assignment 

Gerald  Diercks 

Minnesota 

Chairman 

The  Resolutions  Assignment  Committee  meets  at  least  three  days  before  the 
convening  of  the  annual  national  convention.  This  committee  has  the  responsibility 
to  receive,  consider  and  transmit  all  resolutions  - with  or  without  recommendation 
- to  the  appropriate  convention  committee  for  a report  to  the  convention.  During  an 
average  year,  200-300  resolutions  will  be  assigned. 

Constitution  and  By-laws 

Vincent  Gaughan 

Illinois 

Chairman 

The  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  The  American  Legion  can  only  be 
amended  by  the  duly  elected  delegates  at  a national  convention.  However,  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee,  established  by  the  authority  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee  in  1939,  authorizes  this  committee  to  study  and  make  proper 
recommendations  concerning  all  matters  that  pertain  to  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws, as  well  as  matters  relating  to  the  Uniform  Code  of  Procedure,  which  provides 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  revocation,  cancellation  or  suspension  of  department 
and  post  charters  of  The  American  Legion. 

Membership  & Post  Activities  Committee 

Marilyn  Britten 

Michigan 

Chairman 

Billy  R.  Johnson 

Georgia 

Membership  Director 

Membership  and  programs  go  hand-in-hand  to  make  The  American  Legion  an 
organization  able  to  provide  the  people  and  resources  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
veteran  and  his/her  family.  Your  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  is 
pleased  to  report  a continuing  membership  of  nearly  2.7  million  members  worldwide. 

Membership 

Final  2003  membership  2,688,331 

Final  2004  membership  2,657,623 

2005  membership  as  of  Aug.  1, 2005  2,612,000 

42nd  Annual  National  Membership  Workshop 

The  42nd  annual  membership  meeting  was  held  in  Indianapolis  July  29-30, 2005, 
with  more  than  300  department  and  district  officers  in  attendance  from  nearly  all  of 
the  55  departments. 

Many  of  those  attending  arrive  in  Indianapolis  with  a very  good  understanding  of 
the  membership  program,  especially  as  it  pertains  to  their  areas.  But,  by  the  time  the 
workshop  concludes  they  are  prepared  to  face  the  day-to-day  membership  challenges 
with  a better  understanding  of  The  American  Legion  as  it  relates  to  potential  members. 
The  goal  of  this  workshop  is  to  provide  these  essential  membership  workers  with  the 
tools,  knowledge  and  desire  to  grow  membership  in  The  American  Legion.  Whether 
it  is  membership  recruitment  or  program  implementation  - it  is  all  about  veterans 
helping  veterans  and  providing  communities  the  essential  programs  to  maintain  a 
quality  of  life  for  which  all  veterans  fought  and  served  to  preserve. 
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New  post-development/revitalization  program 

The  Membership  & Post  Activities  Committee  developed  a training  program  in 
January  1996  designed  to  assist  posts,  districts  and  departments  in  developing  and 
revitalizing  posts.  The  program  provides  training  workshops  to  interested  volunteers 
along  with  practical  field  application. 

The  success  of  the  program  is  evident,  based  on  the  revitalization/development  of 
more  than  500  American  Legion  posts  in  the  program's  nine-year  history.  Efforts 
have  now  expanded  into  metropolitan  areas.  Many  departments  have  been 
successful  in  this  program  without  any  actual  assistance  from  national  staff.  Whether 
a department  requests  field  assistance  or  just  the  training  workshop,  if  the  guidelines 
are  followed,  there  will  be  successful  results. 

All  departments  are  encouraged  to  participate  in  this  program.  The  program, 
however,  requires  a commitment  from  every  level  of  leadership,  if  it  is  to  be 
successful.  If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  additional  information  regarding  the 
New  Post  Development/Revitalization  program,  contact  your  department  or  write  or 
call:  The  American  Legion,  Membership  Division,  PO  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206, 
(317)  630-1321  and  ask  for  the  Membership  Division,  or  e-mail  ia@legion.org. 

Reconnect  Program 

The  Reconnect  Program  is  an  initiative  by  the  Department  of  Defense  to  "reconnect" 
America  with  today's  military. 

"Reconnect"  is  an  open  invitation  from  the  military  for  groups  like  The  American 
Legion  to  establish  ties  between  the  total-force  active  duty,  National  Guard, 

Reserves  and  the  civilian  community.  This  is  not  a free  ticket  to  recruit,  but  it  is  an 
opportunity  for  The  American  Legion  to  showcase  the  programs  and  services  we  have 
in  place.  Legionnaires  should  go  into  an  event  with  an  attitude  of  providing  a service 
to  the  service  members  and  their  families,  and  promoting  the  military  in  the  local 
community. 

Success  depends  on  the  participation  of  departments  and  the  cooperation  of  local 
American  Legion  posts  in  the  community  near  the  military  installations  National 
Guard  & Reserve  Units. 

An  important  consideration  is  that  while  Reconnect  visits  to  larger  installations  are 
important  from  a public-relations  point  of  view,  thousands  of  local  National  Guard 
and  Reserve  units  in  the  United  States,  need  our  assistance  as  well.  The  Guard  and 
Reserve  are  playing  a much  larger  role  than  any  other  time  in  history,  in  the  war  on 
terrorism.  These  men  and  women,  and  their  families,  are  the  citizen-soldiers  who  do 
not  always  have  established  military  support  networks  readily  available  to  them.  The 
American  Legion  can  fill  this  void. 

Point  of  contact  for  Reconnect  is  the  Internal  Affairs  Division,  (317)  630-1321  or 
e-mail  at  ia@legion.org. 

Direct  Renewal  Program 

The  Direct  Renewal  Program  is  a uniform,  organized  and  simple  way  to  invite 
members  to  renew  their  membership  in  The  American  Legion  using  a direct-mail 
system.  This  program  has  been  very  successful  and  effective  and  has  been  funded  at 
no  cost  to  either  the  participating  departments  or  posts. 

Each  department  chooses  the  dates  its  members  receive  the  first  three  notices: 

1.  July  1 or  Aug.  1 

2.  Oct.  1 or  Nov.  1 

3.  Jan.  6. 

The  March  and  May  notices  go  to  all  delinquent  members. 

Direct  Membership  Solicitation 

Since  1982,  the  Direct  Membership  Solicitation  (DMS)  program  has  been  responsible 
for  acquiring  over  2.5  million  new  members  into  the  departments.  The  DMS  Program 
has  proven  to  be  very  successful  in  the  acquisition  of  new  members,  but  again  this 
year,  the  emphasis  will  be  on  the  transfer,  renewal,  and  retention  of  those  members. 
The  DMS  Program  will  continue  to  support  The  American  Legion's  ongoing 
membership  efforts  with  special  emphasis  on  the  retention  of  all  members. 


Membership  campaign  promotion 

The  National  Membership  Awards  Program  distributes  more  than  65,000  various 
awards  annually  to  recognize  membership  accomplishments  at  all  levels  of  the 
organization.  The  promotion  plan  for  the  National  Membership  Campaign  is 
formulated  during  the  annual  planning  session  of  the  M&PA  Committee  held  in 
Indianapolis  in  January. 

2004-2005  Point  Achievers  are  below: 

Early  Bird  Contest  - Aug.  11, 2004:  Twenty-nine  departments 
qualified  for  the  35-percent  target  date  they  are:  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Maine,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  Nevada, 
New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  Mexico,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 

Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee, 
Vermont,  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 

NEF  Kickoff  - Sept.  9, 2004:  Forty-six  departments  qualified  for 
the  45-percent  target  date  they  are:  Alaska,  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
California,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Florida, 

Georgia,  Hawaii,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 
Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire, 

New  Jersey,  New  Mexico,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota, 

Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  South  Dakota, 
Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia,  Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin 
and  Wyoming. 

Fall  Meetings  - Oct.  13, 2004:  Forty-three  departments  qualified  for 
the  55-percent  target  date  they  are:  Alaska,  California,  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Georgia,  Hawaii,  Idaho,  Illinois, 

Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska, 

Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  North 
Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Rhode 
Island,  South  Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 

Veterans  Day,  Nov.  17, 2004:  Forty-eight  departments  qualified 
for  the  65-percent  target  date.  They  are  Alabama,  Alaska,  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  District  of 
Columbia,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia,  Washington, 

West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 

Pearl  Harbor  - Dec.  8, 2004:  Twenty-eight  departments  qualified 
for  the  75-percent  target  date.  They  are  Connecticut,  Delaware, 

District  of  Columbia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  North 
Dakota,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  South  Dakota,  Vermont,  Virginia, 

Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 

Mid-Winter  - Jan.  12, 2005:  Twelve  departments  qualified  for  the 
85-percent  target  date.They  are  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Iowa, 
Kansas,  Maine,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota,  Vermont  and  Wisconsin. 

Big  Twelve  Competition  - Feb.  9, 2005:  Twelve  departments 
qualified  for  the  90-percent  target  date.  They  are  Delaware,  District  of 
Columbia,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Maine,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Nebraska,  North 
Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Vermont  and  Wisconsin. 
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Big  Twelve  Competition  Winners 
Category  I Minnesota 

Category  II  Wisconsin 

Category  III  Iowa 

Category  IV  South  Dakota,  Maine 
Category  V Delaware,  Vermont 

Category  VI  District  of  Columbia 

Legion  Birthday  - March  9, 2005:  Two  departments  qualified  for 
the  95-percent  target  date.  They  are  Delaware  and  South  Dakota. 

Children  & Youth  - April  13, 2005:  One  department  qualified  for 
the  100-percent  target  date:  Delaware. 

Armed  Forces  Day  - May  11, 2005:  By  achieving  101  percent  of 
the  department's  2005  membership  goal,  winning  department 
commanders  and  membership  chairmen  have  a choice  of  several 
gifts  available,  based  on  the  number  of  targets/bonuses  made 
during  the  year. 

Department  Commander  of  the  Year 
Any  department  commander  who  met  or  exceeded  his/her 
100-percent  goal  for  2005  by  May  11, 2005,  will  receive  a 
plaque  recognizing  the  achievement.  The  plaque  will  be 
presented  at  the  National  Convention  in  Honolulu. 

Gold  Brigade  Recruiter  Award 
A Legionnaire  who  recruits  50  or  more  new  members  by 
district  competition  target  date,  May  11, 2005,  will  qualify  for 
enrollment  in  the  elite  Gold  Brigade  of  The  American  Legion. 

Flag  Day  - June  14, 2005:  By  meeting  101  percent  of  the 
department's  2005  membership  goal,  the  department  commander 
and  membership  chairman  will  receive  up  to  $1,500.  Each 
department  that  qualifies  for  this  award  will  also  receive  the  101- 
Percent  Department  Competition  Award,  to  be  presented  at  the 
National  Convention  in  Honolulu. 

Delegate  Strength  - July  25, 2005:  Delegate  Strength  is 
determined  by  the  membership  in  the  hands  of  the  National 
Treasurer  30  days  prior  to  the  National  Convention.  Total  number  of 
delegates  for  each  Department  is  based  on  five  delegates  at  large, 
one  delegate  for  each  1,000  members  or  major  fraction  thereof,  and 
the  members  ofthe  National  Executive  Committee. 

Post  Honor  Ribbons 

Post  Honor  Ribbons  were  shipped  to  2,047  posts  whose  2005  membership  as  of 
Dec.  31, 2004,  exceeded  theirfinal  2004  membership. 

Certificate  of  Meritorious  Service 

These  certificates  were  awarded  for  256  Posts  for  attaining  a new  all-time  high 
membership  for  2005  by  Dec.  31, 2004. 

Five  Consecutive  Years,  All-Time  High 

These  citations  are  awarded  to  posts  with  five  or  more  consecutive  years  of  all-time- 
high  membership  in  2005. 

District  Commanders  "Race  To  The  Top" 

District  commanders  are  the  linchpin  of  The  American  Legion's  chain  of  command, 
serving  as  the  vital  link  between  the  national  and  department  organizations  and 
all  posts.  As  we  are  all  aware,  the  local  post  is  where  the  rubber  meets  the  road.  If  it 
doesn't  happen  at  the  post  level,  it  doesn't  happen  at  all.  District  commanders  are  the 
people  charged  with  insuring  that  all  posts  in  their  districts  maintain  their  vitality. 
Consequently,  this  unique  award  was  created  to  provide  a meaningful  incentive 
for  the  District  Commanders  and  reward  their  successful  membership  efforts.  The 
winning  district  commander  and  guest  receive: 

• Reserved  tickets  to  the  Indianapolis  500, 

"the  greatest  spectacle  in  racing." 


• First-class  accommodations  for  four  nights  at  the  Indianapolis 
Radisson  Hotel. 

• Reserved  seating  for  the  Indianapolis  500  Parade. 

• Dinner  reservations  Friday  and  Saturday  evening  at  two  of 
Indianapolis'  finest  restaurants. 

• Tour  of  the  National  Headquarters  of  The  American  Legion. 

Previous  winners  have  reported  how  much  they  enjoyed  their  opportunity  to 
participate  in  this  world-renowned  racing  event  and  that  they  have  fond  memories 
that  will  last  a lifetime. 

The  following  provides  more  specific  information  on  how  you  can  win:  Competition 
will  be  divided  into  five  categories  based  on  the  membership  ofthe  district,  without 
regard  to  geographic  locations.  District  commanders  will  compete  in  each  ofthe 
following  categories  based  on  the  final  2004  totals,  and  a top  district  commander  for 
the  national  award  will  be  selected  from  each  ofthe  five  categories.  Second  and  third 
place  awards  will  also  be  presented  in  each  category. 

Category  I 15  to  1,499  members 
Category  II  1,500  to  2,999  members 
Category  III  3,000  to  4,999  members 
Category  IV  5,000  to  7,499  members 
Category  V 7,500  and  more  members 
The  500  trip  is  presented  to  the  top  district  commander  and  spouse  in  each  category 
whose  district  membership  on  March  31  represents  the  greatest  percentage  over  the 
final  previous  year  membership  of  that  district  (cannot  be  less  than  100  percent  to 
qualify).  First  place  entitles  you  and  your  guest  to  attend  the  Indianapolis  500  Race, 
and  first-class  hotel  accommodations. 

Second-place  awards  are  presented  to  the  district  commander  in  each  category 
whose  district  membership  on  March  31  represents  the  second  highest  percentage 
over  the  final  previous  year  membership  of  that  district  (cannot  be  less  than  100 
percent  to  qualify).  Winners  receive  a $500  Visa  Gift  Card. 

Third-place  awards  are  presented  to  the  district  commander  in  each  category  whose 
district  membership  on  March  31  represents  the  third  highest  percentage  over  the 
final  previous  year  membership  of  that  district  (cannot  be  less  than  100  percent  to 
qualify).  Winners  receive  a $375  Visa  Gift  Card. 

This  year's  winners  are: 


First  Place 

Category!  Lowell  Badgley 

Virginia 

108.15% 

District  13 

Category  II  David  Shore 

North  Carolina 

113.05% 

District  18 

Category  III  Leon  Watson 

Mississippi 

103.99% 

District  9 

Category IV  Robert  Royland 

Delaware 

103.63% 

District  4 

Category  V Warren  Post 

Florida 

100.83% 

District  6 

Second  Place 

Category 1 Thomas  D.  Llewellyn 

California 

107.74% 

District  27 

Category II  J.D.  Nance 

North  Carolina 

108.75% 

District  20 

Category  III  Bob  Schwartz 

Washington 

103.08% 

District  4 

Third  Place 

Category 1 Annie  Baird 

Idaho 

105.30% 

District8 

Category  II  Steven  "Mike"  Hooper 

California 

105.12% 

District  4 

District  Commander  New  Post  Achievement  Award 

District  commanders  who  achieve  the  goal  of  creating  new  American  Legion  posts 
in  their  respective  districts  and  have  the  new  post's  temporary  charter  application 
on  file  at  National  Headquarters  by  the  May  11, 2005,  target  date  qualify  for  a special 
recognition  framed  certificate. 

District  Commander  Achievement  Award  with  District  Honor  Ribbon 

All  district  commanders  whose  May  target  date  membership  exceeds  the  previous 
year's  membership  by  at  least  the  number  of  posts  in  that  district  will  be  awarded 
the  District  Commander  Achievement  framed  certificate.  In  addition,  the  district  will 
receive  a District  Honor  Ribbon  for  its  district  colors. 
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Department  Recruiter  of  the  Year 

Each  American  Legion  post  had  the  opportunity  to  submit  the  name  of  the  "Top 
Recruiter"  for  that  post  who  has  signed  up  the  highest  number  of  new  members 
for  the  2005  membership  year  by  May  11, 2005.  Department  adjutants  determined 
the  Top  New  Member  Recruiter  for  their  respective  departments  and  certified  their 
"Department  Recruiter"  to  National  Headquarters  on  or  before  May  28, 2005. 

The  "Department  Recruiter"  properly  certified  from  each  department  is  awarded  a 
plaque  with  his/her  accomplishment  inscribed  thereon. 

National  Recruiter  of  the  Year 

The  individual  certified  with  the  highest  number  of  new  members  recruited  from 
among  the  departments  will  be  declared  "National  Recruiter  of  the  Year."  The  winner 
of  this  award  receives  an  all-expenses  paid  trip  to  the  2005  National  Convention  in 
Honolulu. 

The  Sons  of  TheAmerican  Legion 

The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  will  conduct  its  34th  National  Convention  at  the 
Honolulu  Convention  Center  in  Honolulu. 

For  the  31st  consecutive  year,  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  are  at  an  all-time  high  in 
membership.  The  SAL  closed  its  membership  at  the  end  of  2004  with  a record  289,271 
members.  This  number  represents  a 2.6-percent  increase  over  the  previous  year. 
Membership  figures  for  the  2005  year  have  already  exceeded  the  figures  for  the 
2004  membership  year.  By  the  National  Convention  in  Honolulu,  the  SAL  will  have 
surpassed  the  2004  final  figures  by  several  thousand,  giving  them  another  all-time 
high  for  membership  year  2005. 

The  SAL  continues  its  support  of  American  Legion  programs  and  is  heavily  involved 
with  support  to  our  nation's  veterans  in  the  VAVS  program.  In  2004,  the  SAL  provided 
more  than  211,150  volunteer  hours  in  VA  homes  and  hospitals.  Donations  in  cash  and 
goods  to  these  veterans  exceeded  $1,454,202  nationwide.  Other  projects  include 
Americanism  programs  of  which  $2,152,830  was  donated  along  with  310,000  hours 
of  service.  This  was  remarkable  considering  only  about  10  percent  of  the  squadrons 
submitted  reports.  The  SAL  also  raised  over  $313,400  in  the  year  2004  for  the  Child 
Welfare  Foundation,  surpassing  all  previous  years.  The  Sons  also  provided  several 
grants  through  The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation.  The  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  have  contributed  over  $2  million  to  The  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation. 

The  Sons  continue  to  support  Legion  programs  with  major  emphasis  on  VAVS, 

National  Emergency  Fund  and  the  Children's  Miracle  Network,  as  well  as  other  vital 
programs.  As  an  integral  part  of  The  American  Legion  family,  the  Sons  continue  to 
serve  and  provide  assistance  to  posts  and  their  communities. 

National  Emergency  Fund 

The  National  Emergency  Fund  was  well  challenged  during  the  latter  part  of  2004  and 
thus  far  in  2005  as  a result  of  damaging  hurricanes  in  Florida  and  the  Gulf  states.  Total 
grant  dollars  awarded  since  the  NEF  was  reinstated  in  1989  exceed  $4.4  million. 

Last  year,  grants  totaling  over  $378,000  went  to  252  individuals  and  22  posts. 

Thus  far  in  2005,  we  have  approved  over  $91,000  in  grants.  The  great  majority 
of  the  grants  awarded  in  2004,  as  well  as  all  in  2005,  are  due  to  the  hurricanes 
that  swept  through  Florida  and  parts  of  the  Gulf,  causing  major  flooding  up  and 
down  the  eastern  seaboard.  The  four  hurricanes  that  occurred  during  August  and 
September  2004  were  some  of  the  most  destructive  in  history.  According  to  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency,  more  than  1.22  million  storm  victims  were 
identified,  with  over  $3.96  billion  being  provided  in  assistance  to  individuals  who 
suffered  damages. 

We  have  over  $1.33  million  available  in  the  fund,  as  of  this  writing.  We  annually  grant 
approximately  $300,000  to  our  members  during  a normal  year.  It  is  important  that 
our  members  realize  that  each  and  every  dollar  contributed  to  this  fund  is  used  for 
the  express  purpose  of  rendering  financial  assistance  to  our  members  and  American 
Legion  posts  that  have  incurred  devastation  from  a declared  natural  disaster  - like 
wind,  rain,  fire  and  earthquakes.  The  grants  are  to  be  used  for  immediate  needs  such 


as  lodging,  food  and  clothing,  and  not  to  substitute  for  insurance.  Money  to  support 
the  administrative  costs  of  maintaining  this  fund  and  conducting  fundraising  are 
absorbed  through  existing  budget  areas. 

What  makes  this  program  so  unique  is  that  our  members  know  they  can  turn  to 
The  American  Legion  for  immediate  financial  assistance  without  the  red  tape  or 
repayment  requirements  normally  associated  with  other  federal  and  state  agencies. 
With  the  help  of  all  Legion  members,  the  National  Emergency  Fund  will  continue  to 
meet  the  needs  of  our  Legion  family  after  a local,  state  or  national  disaster. 

Consolidated  Post  Reports 

The  Consolidated  Post  Report  - one  of  The  American  Legion's  most  valuable 
documents  - is  our  report  card  to  Congress.  It  provides  a summary  of  the 
collective  assistance  provided  to  the  nation  from  our  Legion  posts.  Nearly 
50  percent  of  American  Legion  posts  submitted  reports  to  National  Headquarters 
for  the  2003-2004  year. 

The  total  figures  show  the  cost  to  outfit  color  guards,  firing  squads  and  other 
uniformed  groups  was  $2,794,059;  Legion  baseball  team  support  cost  $7,128,927; 
other  athletic  teams  were  provided  $1,966,099;  cash  contributions  to  VA  Voluntary 
Services  was  $1,506,465,  and  over  1,015,228  hours  of  volunteer  service  were 
provided;  55,322  Boy  Scouts  were  sponsored  at  a cost  of  $1,556,701;  scholarships 
valued  at  $3,744,897  were  awarded  to  7,482  students. 

In  addition,  2,123,961,  hours  were  spent  performing  community  service  work, 
valued  at  $4,561,170;  nearly  90,273  pints  of  blood  were  donated,  and  additional 
millions  of  dollars  in  goods  and  cash  were  contributed  to  programs  helping  veterans 
andtheirfamilies. 

These  facts  and  figures  represent  just  over  half  of  all  American  Legion  posts. 

What  if  all  posts  submitted  a report?  What  are  the  true  numbers? 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Program 

They  are  Legionnaires  who  have  voluntarily  chosen  to  become  Paid-Up-For-Life 
members  under  the  national  plan.  The  number  of  Legionnaires  who  have  applied  for 
a lifetime  membership  since  the  beginning  of  the  program  in  1975  is  over  250,000. 

A Legionnaire  must  be  in  good  standing  to  become  a Paid-Up-For-Life  member.  To  be 
in  good  standing,  the  member  must  have  a valid  membership  card  for  the  current 
Legion  year. 

Each  Paid-Up-For-Life  member  receives  a permanent  plastic  card,  as  well  as  an  annual 
paper  membership  card,  directly  from  national,  to  verify  continuing  membership  in 
The  American  Legion.  The  annual  card  will  be  mailed  in  July  of  each  year. 

The  cost  of  a Paid-Up-For-Life  membership  is  based  on  the  member's  age  at  the 
time  of  application  and  the  current  annual  dues  of  the  post;  an  applicant  may  pay  by 
check,  MasterCard  or  VISA,  Discover  or  American  Express.  Also,  they  may  use  the  Time 
Payment  Plan  to  purchase  a National  Paid-Up-For-Life  membership.  No  interest  and 
no  service  charge  will  be  added  to  the  fee. 

Contact  your  post  adjutant  or  finance  officer,  or  go  to  the  Legion  website: 
www.legion.org 

Note:  Kansas  and  Nebraska  do  not  participate  in  the  national  plan.  They  operate  their 
own  plan  for  their  members. 

Soldiers  for  Soldiers 

The  National  Executive  Committee  passed  Res.  13  in  November  2004  which  approved 
entering  in  an  agreement  with  "Soldiers  for  Soldiers"  and  Priceless  Inkjet  Cartridge 
Company  forthe  purpose  of  collecting  inkjet  cartridges  and  cell  phones. 

Two  Legionnaries,  Airman  First  Class  Fallon  O'Brien  and  Staff  Sgt.  Kenneth  O'Brien, 
both  of  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  founded  "Soldiers  for  Soldiers."  The  program  is  engaged 
in  informing  and  getting  people  to  recycle  their  empty  inkjet  cartridges  and  used 
cell  phones.  The  founders  of  "Soldiers  for  Soldiers"  were  looking  for  an  organization 
that  helps  military  service  personnel  and  veterans.  They  chose  The  American  Legion. 
With  little  effort,  in  their  spare  time,  the  pair  started  collecting  empty  inkjet  printer 
cartridges  and  used  cell  phones  from  both  on  and  off  the  military  base.  Within  one 
month,  they  raised  almost  $500  for  The  America  Legion. 
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They  thought,  "If  we  can  do  this,  just  think  of  the  millions  that  could  be  raised 
if  several  million  people  and  veterans  do  this."  Thus,  a new  fundraiser  was  born 
-"Soldiers  for  Soldiers." 

It's  an  easy  fundraiser.  No  purchase  is  required  - only  the  collection  of  items,  which 
would  be  otherwise  be  disposed  of  at  a landfill.  It's  important  to  remember  that  items 
that  are  being  thrown  away  have  a tremendous  negative  impact  on  our  environment. 
With  this  program  the  impact  can  be  reduced  while  raising  funds  for  The  American 
Legion.  A list  of  qualifying  products  is  posted  on  the  "Soldier  for  Soldiers"  website  that 
can  be  accessed  via  www.legion.org  by  clicking  on  the  "Soldiers  for  Soldiers"  icon. 
What  our  posts  can  do... 

• Establish  a collection  point. 

• Encourage  their  membership  to  look  around  and  see  what  they 
may  have  in  their  homes. 

• Remind  members  to  share  the  information  with  family,  friends, 
schools  and  businesses. 

• Use  various  media  channels  to  communicate  the  program  and  get 
the  community  involved. 

• Utilize  the  local  media  to  support  their  collection  efforts. 

• Direct  their  friends,  family  and  business  acquaintances  who  live 
outside  of  their  immediate  area  to  the  information  on  the  Web  site, 
ask  them  to  drop  off  inkjet  cartridges  at  The  American  Legion  post 
closest  to  them. 

How  a post  gets  started... 

Each  post  must  register  to  participate  in  the  collection  program  on  the  "Soldiers  for 
Soldiers"  Web  site  available  from  www.legion.org  by  link.  Each  post  that  registers 
will  serve  as  a collection  location  and  should  appoint  a local  post  volunteerto  act 
as  the  "Collection  Coordinator."  Collected  products  will  be  returned  to  "Soldiers 
for  Soldiers"  using  the  downloadable  prepaid  UPS  labels  available  on  the  Web  site. 
Each  participating  post  will  receive  individual  credit  for  its  collection  efforts  and  will 
be  credited  to  the  three  programs  approved  by  the  National  Executive  Committee 
- National  Emergency  Fund,  Child  Welfare  Foundation  and  Legacy  Scholarship  Fund. 
Soldiers  for  Soldiers  will  reimburse  The  American  Legion  $1  for  each  qualifying  inkjet 
cartridge  and  $3  for  each  cell  phone.  Check  the  "Soldiers  for  Soldiers"  Web  site  for 
the  inkjet  cartridges  and  cell  phones  in  the  recycle  program.  Compensation  will  be 
made  to  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  by  "Soldiers  for  Soldiers"  and 
distributed  accordingly  on  a quarterly  basis  to  The  National  Emergency  Fund,  Child 
Welfare  Foundation  and  Legacy  Scholarship  Fund.  As  an  additional  bonus  if  we  collect 
1.5  million  units  of  either  cell  phones  or  inkjet  cartridges  before  July  1, 2006,  The 
American  Legion  will  be  given  $100,000  over  and  above  the  normal  reimbursement 
for  each  cell  phone  and  inkjet. 
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Ronald  E.  Brooks 

Tennessee 
Executive  Director 

The  Information  Technology  Division  (IT)  is  responsible  for  many  processes  critical 
to  the  operations  of  The  American  Legion.  IT  staff  plays  a key  role  in  the  selection 
of  all  hardware  and  software  used  by  National  Headquarters  and  is  responsible  for 
troubleshooting  and  maintaining  the  equipment. 

E-mail,  Internet  access,  file  servers,  telephone  systems,  desktop  and  laptop 
computers  and  the  data-telecommunications  structure  which  links  the  Indianapolis 
and  Washington  National  Headquarters  offices  are  all  responsibilities  of  the  IT 
Division.  The  IT  Division  also  runs  the  www.legion.org  Web  site,  as  well  as  hosts  the 
sites  for  several  Legion  family  organizations. 

IT  is  also  responsible  for  the  computer  systems  which  house  The  American  Legion's 


membership  database.  IT  is  tasked  with  keeping  the  national  database  current 
by  adding  new  members  and  changing  addresses  or  other  information  of  current 
members.  These  same  services  are  also  provided  for  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  Citizens'  Flag  Alliance. 

Along  with  the  membership  system  at  national,  IT  supports  departments, 
detachments,  posts,  units  and  squadrons  by  providing  them  with  electronic 
membership  updates.  Many  of  our  state  and  local  groups  use  the  Association 
Information  Manager  (AIM)  software  offered  by  national  to  manage  their  membership 
records.  And  still  others  make  use  of  our  newest  product  ALPOP,  which  allows  post 
leaders  to  access  their  membership  on  the  national  database  via  the  Internet. 

The  IT  Division  is  in  the  personalized  laser-printing  business,  too.  Annual  membership 
cards,  membership  solicitation  letters,  renewal  notices,  return  address  labels  used 
for  department  fund-raising,  mailing  labels  for  various  publications,  and  a variety  of 
other  printed  materials  are  all  produced  by  Information  Technology  staff. 

In  conjunction  with  the  membership  database  capabilities,  The  American  Legion  has 
invested  in  sophisticated  list-processing  software.  This  ensures  mailings  are  done  at 
the  lowest  cost  using  features  that: 

• Eliminate  duplicate  names  from  various  lists  so  that  only  one  item  is 
mailed  to  each  addressee. 

• Sort  mail  in  U.S.  Postal  Service  sequence  and  print  the  address  using 
the  USPS  barcode  to  receive  the  most  favorable  postal  discounts. 

• Identify  addresses  that  would  not  be  recognized  and  thus  not 
delivered  by  the  Postal  Service,  preventing  us  from  wasting  printing 
and  postage  costs. 

The  American  Legion  Information  Technology  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Marketing 
Services  Group,  which  includes  Haynes  & Partners  Communications  Inc.  (HPC), 
Member  Benefits  and  Emblem  Sales. 

Many  of  the  services  described  above  are  provided  to  HPC  clients.  The  services  generate 
enough  revenue  to  offset  more  than  40  percent  of  the  IT  Division's  operating  expenses. 
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The  purpose  of  the  National  Legislative  Commission  is  to  promote  the  legislative 
mandates  of  The  American  Legion  before  Congress.  These  mandates  are  dictated 
by  resolutions  adopted  at  either  a national  convention  or  meetings  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee.  Neither  the  Legislative  Commission  nor  its  staff  can  make 
policy  decisions. 

The  American  Legion's  legislative  portfolio  covers  a large  spectrum  of  issues,  such 
as  flag  protection,  juvenile  delinquency,  veterans'  employment,  foreign  relations, 
military  preparedness  and  veterans'  health  care.  The  Legion's  mandates  are  promoted 
by  oral  and  written  testimony  at  congressional  hearings;  writing  and  mailing 
thousands  of  letters;  and  lobbying  Congress  through  countless  hours  of  telephone 
calls  and  meetings.  The  National  Legislative  Council,  the  Auxiliary  and  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  effectively  augment  the  Legion's  grassroots  lobbying  efforts. 
Because  of  protracted  budget  negotiations  between  the  president  and  Congress, 
the  fiscal  year  2005  appropriations  process  was  behind  schedule.  By  Sept.  30, 2004, 
only  one  of  the  13  funding  measures  needed  to  operate  the  federal  government  was 
signed  into  law,  although  three  bills  - District  of  Columbia,  Homeland  Security  and 
Military  Construction  - were  enacted  in  October.  The  108th  Congress  adjourned 
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on  Dec.  8, 2004.  After  lengthy  negotiations,  an  omnibus  spending  bill,  Public  Law 
108-447,  was  enacted  on  Dec.  8, 2004,  that  funded  the  remainder  of  the  federal 
government. 

On  Aug.  5, 2004,  the  president  signed  P.L.  108-287,  the  fiscal  2005  Department 
of  Defense  (DoD)  appropriations  bill.  This  law  provides  $391.2  billion  for  national 
defense,  a 7-percent  increase  over  the  previous  year.  A significant  portion  of  the 
funding  is  directed  at  programs  to  redefine  the  U.S.  military  as  a faster-deploying, 
harder-hitting,  leaner  strike  force  for  the  future.  The  rapid  resolution  of  the  war  in 
Iraq  was  a vivid  demonstration  of  this  new  vision  of  our  country's  armed  forces.  It  also 
contains  an  additional  $25  billion  to  help  fund  the  War  on  Terror. 

One  of  the  provisions  of  the  Senate  version  of  P.L.108-375,  the  fiscal  2005  DoD 
authorization  measure,  would  eliminate  the  10-year  phase-in  to  allow  100-percent 
service-connected  disabled  military  retirees  to  receive  their  full  retired  pay  and 
VA  disability  compensation  under  the  plan  created  last  year  in  the  fiscal  2004  DoD 
authorization  law  (PL  108-136)  to  address  the  disabled  veterans'  tax.  However, 
administration  officials  cannot  agree  on  including  veterans  who  are  rated  100  percent 
disabled  for  individual  unemployability. 

The  results  of  the  November  elections  found  congressional  Republicans  modestly 
expanding  their  majority  in  the  House,  which  is  currently  at  231  Republicans,  203 
Democrats,  one  Independent  and  one  vacancy.  In  the  Senate,  Republicans  expanded 
their  control  with  a 55-44  majority,  with  one  Independent. 

A proposed  constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the  U.S.  Flag  from  physical 
desecration  was  introduced  in  both  congressional  chambers.  The  House 
legislation,  H.J.  Res.  10,  was  introduced  on  Jan.  25  by  Reps.  Randy  Cunningham, 
R-Calif.,  and  John  Murtha,  D-Pa.,  with  a similar  bill,  S.J.  Res.  12,  introduced  in  the 
Senate  by  Sens.  Orrin  Hatch,  R-Utah,  and  Dianne  Feinstein,  D-Calif.,  on  April  14. 

The  American  Legion  will  continue  to  seek  enactment  of  a constitutional  amendment 
to  protect  the  nation's  flag. 

Funding  for  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  forfiscal  year  2005  is  contained  in 
PL  108-447.  VA  received  a total  of  $30.8  billion  for  discretionary  funding  in  fiscal  2005, 
which  included  a $1.4  billion  increase  in  medical  care  funding  over  the  previous  year. 
Slightly  more  than  half  of  VA  spending  is  mandatory  - or  entitlements,  programs  that 
are  automatically  funded.  This  includes  pensions,  VA  compensation,  insurance,  and 
home-loan  programs.  The  remaining  programs  - health  care,  medical  and  prosthetic 
research  and  medical  facility  construction,  among  others  - are  discretionary. 

Two  years  ago,  the  Veterans  Health  Care  Funding  Guarantee  Act  of  2002  was 
introduced  in  the  House  and  Senate.  These  measures  would  have  established  a base 
funding  year,  calculate  the  average  cost  for  a veteran  using  VA  health  care,  and  then 
index  the  cost  for  inflation.  Multiplying  this  average  cost  by  the  number  of  veterans 
who  are  enrolled  each  year  on  July  1 would  determine  the  funding  allotment  for  the 
Veterans  Health  Administration  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  Despite  the  support  of  The 
American  Legion,  Congress  never  voted  on  this  legislation.  On  Feb.  2, 2005,  Rep.  Lane 
Evans,  D-IIL,  introduced  H.R.  515,  the  Assured  Funding  for  Veterans  Health  Care  Act. 
Sen.  Tim  Johnson,  D-S.D.,  reintroduced  his  VA  mandatory  funding  bill,  S.  331,  one 
week  later.  Passage  would  establish  a funding  baseline  for  VA  each  year,  which  does 
not  currently  exist.  H.R.  515  has  98  cosponsors,  while  S.  331  has  8 cosponsors.  The 
American  Legion  fully  supports  this  legislation  as  a good  first  step  toward  solving  the 
annual  funding  problems  plaguing  VA  health  care. 

On  April  28, 2005,  the  House  and  Senate  agreed  to  the  conference  report  for  House 
Con.  Res.  95,  the  fiscal  2006  budget  resolution.  Total  fiscal  2006  budget  authority 
for  VA  is  $69  billion,  which  includes  a $300  million  increase  in  VA  discretionary 
spending.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  budget  resolution  is  only  the  second  step 
in  the  FY  2004  budget  process.  It  serves  as  a funding  blueprint  for  the  appropriations 
committees  to  follow. 

The  American  Legion's  legislation  attention  during  the  remainder  of  2005  will  be 
devoted  primarily  to  appropriations  for  VA,  homeland  security  and  defense;  passage 
of  the  flag  protection  constitutional  amendment;  continued  support  for  legislation  to 
eliminate  the  disabled  veterans'  tax;  and  enactment  of  assured  funding  for  VA. 
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The  American  Legion  Magazine  sold  $8.5  million  in  advertising  in  2004.  On  Dec.  1, 
2004,  the  James  G.  Elliott  Co.  became  the  sole  advertising  representative  for  the 
magazine.  The  James  G.  Elliott  Co.  has  already  increased  the  per-page  revenue  for  ads 
sold  and  is  attracting  new  general  advertisers  to  the  publication.  Due  to  a general 
rate  increase  and  higher  standards  for  advertising  acceptance,  ad  revenue  was  about 
$325,000  below  budget  through  the  June  2005  issue.  The  lag  was  expected.  Lincoln 
Mercury,  however,  purchased  advertising  in  the  July  issue  and  is  expected  to  run 
throughout  the  summer.  Busch,  Jeep  and  several  major  pharmaceutical  companies 
have  also  appeared. 

The  magazine  has  been  redesigned  with  its  new  Rapid  Fire  section  making  its  debut 
in  the  April  2005  issue.  It's  designed  to  allow  an  eclectic  variety  of  topics  to  be 
addressed  in  a reader-friendly  manner.  In  September  2004,  the  magazine  published 
its  "Election  Primer,"  which  featured  exclusive  interviews  with  President  Bush  and 
Sen.  John  Kerry,  and  articles  by  House  Speaker  Dennis  Hastert  and  Minority  Leader 
Nancy  Pelosi.  The  magazine  also  published  recent  interviews  with  Defense  Secretary 
Donald  Rumsfeld,  Homeland  Security  Secretary  Michael  Chertoff,  Tim  Russert  of 
"Meet  the  Press,"  Kareem  Abdul-Jabbar,  Ed  McMahon,  Suze  Orman  and  leading 
members  of  Congress. 

Paper  prices  increased  by  about  5 percent  in  the  first  quarter  of  2005  but  are  expected 
to  remain  stable  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  magazine  anticipates  a 5-6  percent 
increase  in  2006  postal  costs,  with  the  possibility  of  an  even  larger  increase  in 
2007.  While  this  would  cost  the  magazine  at  least  $300,000,  the  staff  is  examining 
alternatives  in  paper  savings  that  would  buffer  the  cost. 
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National  Security  has  been  one  of  the  four  major  pillars  of  The  American  Legion 
since  its  beginnings  in  1919.  The  attack  on  America  on  Sept.  11, 2001,  coupled  with 
the  worldwide  war  on  terrorism  and  war  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  have  spotlighted 
the  need  for  strong,  vibrant  and  flexible  military  power.  The  establishment  of  the 
Department  of  Homeland  Security  initiatives  again  demonstrated  that  national 
security  is  every  citizen's  responsibility.  During  the  past  year,  The  American  Legion, 
through  its  National  Security  Commission  and  its  supporting  division,  has  presented 
its  positions  and  policies  on  this  nation's  defense  needs  to  the  Congress,  the  executive 
branch  and  to  the  American  public.  In  numerous  testimonies  to  the  Congress  as  well 
as  press  releases,  articles  and  other  outreach  activities,  we  have  stressed  that  our 
national  defense  must  continue  to  be  the  best  in  the  world. 

Commission  meetings 

Three  meetings  of  the  commission  were  held  since  the  conclusion  of  the  86th 
National  Convention.  The  commission  met  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Executive 
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Committee  meetings  in  October  2004  and  May  2005  in  Indianapolis.  The  most 
extensive  session  Tor  the  commission  was  held  at  the  Washington  Conference,  Feb. 
28-March  2, 2005.  The  highlights  of  that  meeting  follow: 

Joint  Session 

On  Feb.  28,  the  first  speaker,  the  Hon.  Rudolf  Perina,  ambassador,  deputy  director 
of  the  Office  of  Planning  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  State,  updated  the  National 
Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Commissions  on  general  issues  regarding  international 
diplomacy  and  the  role  of  his  office  in  providing  strategic  planning  and  analysis  of 
where  our  nation's  future  diplomatic  priorities  should  be  focused.  In  his  presentation, 
the  ambassador  made  it  clear  that  the  biggest  threat  facing  the  United  States  in  the 
Post-Post  Cold  War  Era  since  9/11  is  the  rise  of  failing  states.  This  was  in  reference  to 
emerging  nations,  whose  governments  are  unable  to  provide  the  minimal  needs  of 
their  citizenry,  democratic  ideals,  economic  development  and  civil  safety  and  security, 
a lack  of  which  can  become  the  breeding  grounds  of  extremists  and  terrorists.  The 
inability  of  these  governments  to  provide  for  the  basic  needs  of  their  people  can  create 
an  atmosphere  ripe  for  extremist  groups  to  exploit  the  unrest  of  the  people.  This 
allows  these  groups  to  recruit  and  indoctrinate  new  members  to  their  cause,  which 
invariably  blames  the  west  or  the  United  States  for  the  circumstances  of  that  country. 
The  ambassador  fielded  questions  regarding  overall  policy  priorities  and  was  asked 
specifically  on  the  current  situation  with  North  Korea.  He  commented  that  the  United 
States  felt  that  engagement  among  all  the  regional  players  was  key  in  bringing  the 
North  Koreans  to  the  negotiating  table.  The  United  States  is  creating  a single  front 
on  the  issue  of  nuclear  proliferation  in  the  region  by  engaging  all  the  players:  Russia, 
China,  Japan  and  South  Korea.  This  type  of  diplomacy  would  prevent  the  group  from 
being  split  apart  on  certain  points  of  concern  by  the  individual  states  to  remain 
focused  on  the  nuclear  disarming  of  the  North  Koreans. 

The  second  speaker  was  Rear  Adm.  David  M.  Stone  (U.S.  Navy,  Ret.),  assistant  secretary 
of  homeland  security  for  the  Transportation  Security  Administration,  Department  of 
Homeland  Security.  Adm.  Stone  began  by  emphasizing  the  immensity  of  transportation 
security  in  the  United  States,  including  its  contiguous  waters  and  skies.  He  noted  that 
transportation  security  was  heavily  dependent  on  technology  that  was  continuously 
evolving  particularly  in  airport  passenger  and  luggage  screening.  The  registered  air 
traveler  program  was  still  a pilot  program  and  needed  to  be  broadened  and  expedited. 
Adm.  Stone  noted  that  a Transportation  Security  Agency  Operations  Center  has  been 
established  in  northern  Virginia  as  has  a Highway  Watch  Transportation  Operations 
Center  in  Crystal  City  in  northern  Virginia.  Adm.  Stone  answered  a number  of  questions 
from  the  members  of  the  commission  on  the  Transportation  Worker  Identification 
Program  (TWIP)  who  were  in  the  trucking  industry. 

POW/MIA  Update 

On  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  28,  the  National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations 
Commissions  met  in  joint  session  to  attend  the  POW/MIA  update  presented  by  the 
Foreign  Relations  Commission.  The  first  speaker  of  the  POW/MIA  session  was  Richard 
(Dickie)  Hites,  special  adviser  of  the  Joint  POW/MIA  Accounting  Command  (JPAC). 

Hites  gave  a power-point  presentation  and  several  short  videos,  which  provided  a 
short  history  of  the  agency  and  its  current  mission  of  remains  recovery.  JPAC  is  the 
fieldwork  arm  of  the  Defense  POW/MIA  Office  (DPMO),  which  is  charged  with,  on  the 
ground,  site  excavation,  remains  recovery  and  identification.  JPAC  operates  several 
recovery  teams  stationed  at  the  Central  Identification  Laboratory  Hawaii  (CILHI). 
These  teams  have  been  sent  all  over  the  world.  One  full  team  has  recently  been  sent 
to  Malaysia  to  help  with  the  identifications  of  the  victims  of  the  tsunami  disaster 
in  Asia.  The  agency's  personnel  have  also  been  used  to  help  in  the  identification  of 
human  remains  found  in  the  CSS  Hunley  and  the  USS  Monitor. 

Hites  provided  highlights  of  current  projects  and  ongoing  programs  in  Vietnam  and 
North  Korea.  He  included  ongoing  recovery  projects  in  and  outside  the  United  States, 
including  sites  in  Alaska  and  Greenland.  The  use  of  recovery  teams  is  extensive  and 
places  a heavy  demand  on  their  time  and  skills.  The  teams  are  comprised  of  civilian 
and  cross-branch  military  personnel  who  work  in  various  fields,  from  public  affairs  to 
anthropology  to  archeological  odontology.  Due  to  the  remoteness  of  many  of  the  field 


sites  and  the  lack  of  material  support  and  resources  in  those  areas,  a greater  physical 
and  mental  demand  is  placed  on  the  teams.  Hites  emphasized  that  despite  those 
challenges,  each  member  of  those  teams  is  resolved  to  complete  its  mission  because 
of  the  importance  the  work  is  to  the  families  of  these  missing  service  members. 

Ann  Mills  Griffiths,  executive  director  of  the  National  League  of  Families  of  Missing 
from  Southeast  Asia,  provided  an  update  on  the  status  of  recovery  operations  and 
relations  with  the  government  of  Vietnam.  Her  presentation  included  a historical 
sketch  of  the  status  of  the  POW/MIA  issue  and  particularly  credited  President  Reagan 
with  resurrecting  awareness  toward  providing  an  accounting  of  the  missing.  She 
touched  on  the  support  of  The  American  Legion  with  the  League  of  Families  in 
opposing  normalization  of  trade  relations  with  Vietnam  and  thanked  the  Legion  for 
its  strong  support  over  the  past  30  years.  Griffiths  went  on  to  relay  her  organization's 
concerns  over  the  current  administration's  leadership  without  mentioning  directly 
the  current  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  (Prisoner  of  War/Missing  Personnel 
Affairs)  and  Director,  Defense  POW/Missing  Personnel  Office.  The  League  had  just 
recently  made  public  a vote  of  no  confidence  along  with  a letter  of  redress  sent  to 
the  White  House  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Defense.  She  cited  that  the 
current  leadership  has  alienated  the  non-governmental  organizations  from  active 
participation  in  policy  formation  and  implementation  and  has  failed  to  recognize  the 
essential  role  that  family  organizations  play  in  this  area. 

Griffiths  then  expressed  the  need  to  continually  press  the  government  of  Vietnam  on 
the  issue  of  recovery  and  repatriation  of  remains  but  particularly  in  the  area  of  those 
personnel  whose  status  is  in  the  category  of  "last  known  alive."  It  is  the  League's 
opinion  that  Vietnam  could  do  much  more  in  this  area  to  help.  She  also  spoke  of  the 
initial  steps  being  taken  by  the  government  of  Vietnam  to  allow  a U.S.  salvage  vessel 
into  its  territorial  waters  to  investigate  more  than  30  known  sites  of  U.S.  aircraft 
that  went  down  with  personnel  aboard.  She  concluded  by  asking  for  the  continued 
assistance  of  Legionnaires  in  achieving  the  fullest  possible  accounting  of  all  those 
missing,  not  just  in  Southeast  Asia,  but  from  all  wars. 

Business  session 

The  National  Security  Commission  met  in  business  session  on  Wednesday  morning. 
Auxiliary  National  Security  Chairman  Dr.  Pat  Kranzow  gave  an  excellent  presentation 
on  planned  activities  in  support  of  military  families.  The  commission  then  heard  Law 
and  Order  Committee  Chairman  George  Wehrli  report  on  the  initial  National  Law 
Enforcement  Officer  of  the  Year  judging.  Chairman  Clarence  Hill  reminded  commission 
members  that  this  year  was  not  a renewal  year  for  resolutions  at  The  American 
Legion's  87th  National  Convention  in  Honolulu.  Pre-convention  trip  planning  includes 
a likely  visit  to  the  Joint  Prisoner  of  War/Missing  in  Action  Accounting  Command 
(JPAC)  which  includes  the  Central  Identification  Laboratory,  Hawaii  (CILHI).  Trip 
planning  also  includes  visits  to  Pearl  Harbor  and  the  Punchbowl  National  Memorial 
Cemetery.  This  briefing  was  followed  by  a slide  briefing  by  Deputy  Director  Mike 
Duggan  on  the  fiscal  year  2006  Defense  budget  as  well  as  the  national-security 
objectives  which  would  be  actively  pursued  by  The  American  Legion  in  testimony 
before  House  and  Senate  Armed  Services  Committees.  Finally,  Mark  Ward  from  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  gave  commission  members  an  excellent  rundown 
on  the  Military  Funeral  Honors  program.  He  noted  that  military  funeral  honors, 
rendered  largely  by  Reservists,  were  on  the  upswing  as  mortality  rates  of  veterans 
continue  to  increase. 

National  Security  Programs 

Blood  Donor  Activities:  The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
continue  to  be  principal  sources  of  supply  for  blood.  Through  our  vast  network  of 
posts  and  units  organized  into  department  programs,  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary 
members  continue  to  supply  the  blood  needs  of  their  own  members  and  hospitalized 
veterans,  and  under  cooperative  agreements,  to  patients  in  civilian  hospitals. 
National  Commander's  Awards-Ao  stimulate  activities  on  the  part  of  departments 
and  posts,  annual  awards  are  made  by  the  national  commander.  During  the  period 
from  June  1, 2003,  through  Aug.  15, 2004,  many  departments  of  The  American  Legion 
actively  participated  in  the  Blood  Donor  Program. 
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The  criteria  for  the  National  Commander's  Awards  for  post  and  individual 
participation  were  based  on  Res.  14,  adopted  at  the  Spring  Meeting,  May  8-9, 1985,  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee.  The  resolution  directs  departments  to  be  placed 
in  one  of  six  groups  based  on  the  size  of  the  department,  using  standards  established 
by  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee.  The  winning  departments 
announced  at  the  86th  National  Convention  were  Hawaii,  Georgia,  Minnesota,  Ohio, 
Washington  and  Wisconsin. 

ROTC  Programs:  The  departments  are  doing  an  excellent  job  of  encouraging  posts  to 
participate  in  The  American  Legion's  ROTC  Medals  Program.  During  the  period  from 
July  1, 2003,  to  June  30, 2004,  more  than  7,500  medals  were  awarded  to  deserving 
Senior  and  Junior  ROTC  cadets.  Presentations  of  medals  were  made  to  ROTC  units  in 
many  of  the  50  states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  overseas  departments. 

Paul  H.  Griffith  ROTC  Trophy:  The  National  Executive  Committee  at  its  October  1975 
meeting  approved  Res.  21,  which  established  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  Trophy  for  the 
ROTC  Program.  The  trophy  honors  the  memory  of  Past  National  Commander  Paul  H. 
Griffith,  who  served  as  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense,  and  throughout  his  lifetime 
maintained  an  active  interest  in  our  nation's  defense. 

The  criterion  forjudging  the  winner  of  the  trophy  is  based  on  the  department  or 
departments  giving  the  greatest  degree  of  support  to  ROTC  units,  including  the 
number  of  medals  presented  and  Legion  participation  in  award-day  ceremonies.  The 
winners  announced  at  the  86th  National  Convention  were  the  departments  of  Alaska, 
Georgia,  Hawaii,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  Montana  and  Virginia.  This  speaks  well  for  these 
departments  and  The  American  Legion  in  their  recognition  of  the  youth  of  America 
enrolled  in  Senior  ROTC  and  Junior  ROTC  programs. 

National  Security  Enforcement  Officer  of  the  Year  A ward:  This  prestigious  award 
will  be  presented  for  the  ninth  consecutive  year  at  this  87th  National  Convention.  It 
recognizes  law-enforcement  officers  who  have  selflessly  distinguished  themselves 
over  and  above  their  normal  duties,  primarily  through  community  service  and 
professional  achievement.  Twenty-two  departments  submitted  candidates  for  the 
2005  award. 


Public  Relations  Commission 


Robert  L.  Morrill 

New  York 
Chairman 

Joseph  H.  March 

Maryland 
Director 

The  Public  Relations  Commission  communicates  the  organizational  image,  goals, 
programs  and  legislative  positions  of  The  American  Legion  to  national,  regional  and 
specialized  media,  corporate  America,  and  the  public. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Americanism  Commission,  the  Public  Relations  Commission 
produced  a long-needed  classroom  video  on  flag  etiquette.  Titled  "For  Which  It 
Stands,"  the  DVD  provides  interactive  lessons,  interviews,  exercises,  and  animation, 
along  with  a teacher's  guide  supplement.  The  DVD  continues  to  receive  rave  reviews 
from  teachers  and  students  alike,  as  it  fulfills  the  mandate  stated  in  the  Preamble:  "to 
foster  and  perpetuate  a one  hundred  percent  Americanism." 

Commission  members  and  staff  developed  event-planning  guides  for  the  Blue  Star 
Salute  - An  Armed  Forces  Day  Celebration  and  Veterans  Service  Days.  Each  guide 
contained  complete  planning  information  along  with  media  materials  to  assist  posts 
in  holding  successful  events.  PR  also  developed  post  media  kits  to  use  in  promotion  of 
the  Troop  Support  Services  (TS2)  pamphlets  designed  for  distribution  to  active-duty, 
National  Guard  and  Reserve  service  members  and  their  families. 

A new  internal  information  product  was  introduced  this  year:  American  Legion 
Success  Stories  on  the  World  Wide  Web.  Building  on  the  theory  that  success  breeds 


success,  short  vignettes  of  successful  service  programs  and  events  at  the  post  and 
district  levels  provide  new  and  tested  ways  to  increase  membership  and  the  Legion's 
community  presence.  As  they  frequently  go  unnoticed,  Legion  Success  Stories  solicits 
this  information  from  posts,  and  it  is  edited  to  fit  the  Web  site.  Click  on  "The  American 
Legion  in  Action"  at  www.legion.org  and  send  us  your  success  information  to  share 
with  your  comrades. 

PR  Tools 

A vast  array  of  free  public-service  media  materials  including  the  Public  Relations 
Handbook,  ad  slicks,  news  releases,  editorials,  fact  sheets,  radio  and  television 
spots  were  provided  to  departments,  districts  and  posts.  All  materials  are  free  and 
designed  for  local  contact  information.  Most  PR  tools  are  available  for  downloading 
from  The  American  Legion  Web  site  at  www.legion.org,  including  new  suggested 
speeches  for  Memorial  Day,  Flag  Day  and  Veterans  Day.  The  Veterans  Media  Data  Bank 
continues  to  be  a resource  for  news  media.  Legionnaires  interested  in  taking  part  in 
this  program  can  call  the  public-relations  division  or  register  on  The  American  Legion 
Internet  Web  site. 

Media  Relations 

From  its  presence  in  the  nation's  capital,  the  National  Public  Relations 
Commission  continued  to  facilitate  major-media  coverage  of  The  American  Legion's 
advocacy.  National  stories  with  American  Legion  input  included:  the  ongoing  battle 
between  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  the  ACLU  over  government  sponsorship 
of  scouting  activities  (Fox  News  Channel's  "O'Reilly  Factor"  and  "The  Tony  Snow 
Show");  VA  Department  and  VA  Committee  leadership  changes  ( The  New  York 
Times,  ABC  News  Radio,  Associated  Press,  National  Journal,  Media  General  News 
Service,  Dispatch  Broadcasting);  Death  gratuity  (CNN's  Lou  Dobbs,  Washington 
Times,  Minneapolis  Star-Tribune,  Salt  Lake  Tribune );  VA  health  care  and  funding 
(Associated  Press,  Congressional  Quarterly,  Gannett  News  Service,  The  New  York 
Times,  The  Wall  Street  Journal,  NPR,  USA  Today,  National  Journal,  The  Hill  Newspaper, 
KIRO,  U.S.  News  and  World  Report,  WTOP);  the  war  in  Iraq  (Voice  of  America, 
Washington  Post,  Fox  News,  World  Net  Daily,  USA  Today,  U.S.  News  and  World  Report ); 
homeless  veterans  (U.S.  News  and  World  Report,  Voice  of  America);  the  Family  Support 
Network  (Washington  Post,  CNN);  Gulf  War  Illness  (Associated  Press);  VA  physician 
shortage  (Time);  and  the  presidential  election  (Scripps  Howard  News  Service, 

Gannett  News  Service).  In  addition,  hundreds  of  local  and  regional  media  queries 
were  answered  on  a wide  range  of  national  security,  veterans'  affairs  and  Legion 
program  issues. 

Awards 

The  National  Commander's  Public  Relations  A ward  was  presented  to  NBC 
News  Senior  Vice  President  and  Washington  Bureau  Chief  Tim  Russert  for  his 
uncompromising  pursuit  of  truth  as  a professional  journalist  and  his  support  of 
American  veterans.  His  best-selling  book,  "Big  Russ  & Me,"  was  a magnificent  tribute 
to  his  father,  a Legionnaire,  and  to  his  fellow  veterans.  "Big  Russ"  accompanied  Tim 
to  the  Washington  Conference  to  witness  the  presentation  where  he  enjoyed  the 
camaraderie  of  his  fellow  Legionnaires. 

The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate  Award  will  be  presented  during  this  convention 
to  Miami  television  news  reporter  Laurie  Stein.  Her  five-part  series,  "Living  Beyond 
Breast  Cancer,"  was  an  emotional  and  educational  self-testimonial  that  walked 
the  viewer  through  each  step  of  coping  with  the  disease.  The  impact  of  Stein's 
documentary  was  staggering.  Within  weeks  of  the  story,  thousands  of  emails 
and  phone  calls  poured  in  from  viewers  who  were  moved  by  this  educational  and 
inspirational  documentary.  Hundreds  of  women  sought  immediate  cancer  detection 
prevention  as  a result  of  Stein's  reports. 

The  Future 

The  National  Public  Relations  Commission  continues  to  explore  and  engage  the 
communication  potential  of  emerging  technologies.  In  so  doing,  The  American 
Legion  will  continue  to  be  the  pre-eminent  voice  of,  and  for,  the  American  veteran 
in  our  nation. 


2005  National  Convention 


The  American  Legion  2005  Annual  Report 


Veterans  Affairs  & Rehabilitation  Commission 


David  K.  Rehbein 

Iowa 

Chairman 


Peter  S.  Gaytan 

Virginia 

Director 


Since  its  founding  in  1919,  the  physical  and  economic  well  being  of  the 
disabled  veteran  has  been  the  over-arching  concern  of  The  American  Legion. 

The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  advocates  for  equitable 
treatment  of  veterans  and  their  families  in  obtaining  benefits  and  services. 

VA&R  provides  assistance  in  a variety  of  ways,  including  disability  claims  and  appeals, 
health-care  advocacy,  military  discharge  reviews  and  upgrades,  deployment  health 
and  environmental  exposures  and  memorial  benefits.  Additionally,  VA&R  staff 
are  located  at  the  VA  Insurance  Center  in  Philadelphia  and  the  Debt  Management 
Center  in  Minneapolis. 


Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  and  the  VA  Washington  Regional  Office 

Thirteen  American  Legion  appeals  representatives  are  co-located  at  the  Board  of 
Veterans  Appeals  in  Washington.  They  navigate  a maze  of  regulation  and  veterans' 
law  representing  veterans  denied  benefits  to  which  they  feel  they  are  entitled.  The 
American  Legion  National  VA&R  staff  also  maintains  a presence  at  the  VA  Washington 
Regional  Office  and  Appeals  Management  Center  and  handles  original  claims  as  well 
as  appeals  remanded  from  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals. 


VA  Health  Care 

VA&R's  Field  Service  Unit  is  comprised  of  four  representatives  who  regularly  travel  to 
VA  medical  facilities  around  the  country  and  report  on  the  impact  of  VA's  health-care 
policies  on  veterans  and  their  families. 

Military  Discharge  Review 

Two  VA&R  employees  are  assigned  to  review  veterans'  military  records  and  assist  in 
obtaining  reviews  that  may  result  in  an  upgrade  in  the  veteran's  character  of  discharge. 

Gulf  War  Task  Force 

This  task  force  was  formed  in  1995  to  focus  specifically  on  the  issues  of  veterans  of  the 
first  Gulf  War.  Since  then,  the  task  force  has  taken  on  a wider  range  of  issues  related 
to  military  environmental  exposures  and  deployment  health. 

Testimony 

VA&R  provides  the  views  of  The  American  Legion  on  a variety  of  issues  relating  to  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  veteran.  Several  times  a year,  before  the  Veterans  Affairs 
Committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate,  lawmakers  hear  the  voices 
of  the  2.7  million  members  of  The  American  Legion. 

A System  Worth  Saving  Task  Force 

This  year,  the  VA&R  Commission,  along  with  members  of  the  System  Worth  Saving 
Task  Force,  will  complete  a cycle  of  visits  to  all  170  VA  Medical  Centers.  This  will 
continue  the  mandate  set  forth  in  Res.  147  to  assess  the  quality  and  timeliness  of 
health-care  delivery  in  VA  facilities  systemwide.  Again  this  summer,  a comprehensive 
report  will  be  presented  to  the  House  and  Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committees. 

The  VA&R  Commission  will  continue  the  fight  to  ensure  that  VA  will  indeed  be  capable 
of  fulfilling  its  mission  to  "care  for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  his 
widow  and  his  orphan." 


D.E.BAUGH 


‘Best  Wishes 
for  your 
87th 

9\[ationa[  Convention 


Providing  The  American  Legion 
With  graphic  SpeciaCties 
Tor  40  years 

1661 ‘West  16th  Street  • Indianapolis,  Indiana  46202 
(800)  942-4834 


Administrative  Services 


Daniels.  Wheeler 

Virginia 

Executive  Director 

Three  major  responsibilities  are  assigned  to  the 
executive  director,  whose  office  is  located  in  the  National 
Headquarters,  Indianapolis: 

• During  temporary  absences  of  the 
National  Adjutant  from  The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters,  he  acts  for  him. 

He  additionally  performs  such  duties  as  may 
be  assigned  to  him  by  the  National  Adjutant 
to  assist  in  meeting  the  responsibilities  of 
that  office. 

• He  is  in  charge  of  the  Administrative 
Services  Division,  which  has  the  following 
divisions  under  that  responsibility:  Human 
Resources,  Maintenance,  Library,  and  the 
E.A.  Blackmore  Museum. 

• He  serves  on  the  Personnel  Committee, 
Publications  Board,  HPC  Board  of  Directors, 
and  the  IT  Committee. 

The  Administrative  Services  Division  also  provides  all 
secretarial  assistance  to  the  executive  officers  of  The 
American  Legion.  All  division  directors  resident  at 
the  Indianapolis  National  Headquarters  report  to  the 
executive  director. 


The  American  Legion 


Report  of  Independent  Auditors 

The  American  Legion  Financial  Statements  December  SI,  2004  and  2000 


A Crowe 


Crowe  Chizek  and  Company  LLC 

Member  Horwath  International 


Members  of  the  National  Finance  Commission 
The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


We  have  audited  the  accompanying  consolidated  statements  of  financial  position  of  The 
American  Legion  National  Headquarters  and  its  wholly  owned  subsidiary  as  of  December  31, 
2004  and  2003  and  the  related  consolidated  statements  of  activities  and  cash  flows  for  the  years 
then  ended.  These  financial  statements  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Legion's  management.  Our 
responsibility  is  to  express  an  opinion  on  these  financial  statements  based  on  our  audits. 

We  conducted  our  audits  in  accordance  with  auditing  standards  generally  accepted  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Those  standards  require  that  we  plan  and  perform  the  audits  to  obtain  a 
reasonable  assurance  about  whether  the  financial  statements  are  free  of  material  misstatement. 
An  audit  includes  examining,  on  a test  basis,  evidence  supporting  the  amounts  and  disclosures 
in  the  financial  statements.  An  audit  also  includes  assessing  the  accounting  principles  used 
and  significant  estimates  made  by  management,  as  well  as  evaluating  the  overall  financial 
statement  presentation.  We  believe  that  our  audits  provide  a reasonable  basis  for  our  opinion. 

In  our  opinion,  the  financial  statements  referred  to  above  present  fairly,  in  all  material  respects, 
the  financial  position  of  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  as  of  December  31, 
2004  and  2003,  and  the  results  of  its  operations  and  its  cash  flows  for  the  years  then  ended  in 
conformity  with  the  accounting  principles  generally  accepted  in  the  United  States  of  America. 


Crowe  Chizek  and  Company,  LLC 


Indianapolis,  Indiana 
April  25,  2005 


2005  National  Convention 


The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidated  Statement  of  Financial  Position 

December  31, 2004  and  2003 
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The  American  legion 


The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidated  Statements  of  Activities 
Year  ended  December  31, 2004 


Unrestricted 

Unrestricted 

Unrestricted  Temporarily 

Permanently 

Grand 

General 

Designated 

Total 

Restricted 

Restricted 

Total 

Revenue,  gains  and  other  support 

National  member  dues 

$ 20,968,656 

$ 2,037,690 

$ 23,006,346 

$ 

$ - $ 

23,006,346 

Direct  membership  solicitations 

2,038,819 

- 

2,038,819 

- 

- 

2,038,819 

Member  service  fees  income 

1,475,827 

507,863 

1,983,690 

- 

— 

1,983,690 

Financial  program  income 

284,903 

- 

284,903 

- 

- 

284,903 

Sales  of  emblem  items 

10,021,586 

- 

10,021,586 

- 

- 

10,021,586 

Advertising 

8,686,645 

- 

8,686,645 

- 

- 

8,686,645 

Contributions 

1,089,614 

- 

1,089,614 

704,081 

43,620 

1,837,315 

Label  and  printing  fees 

1,717,060 

- 

1,717,060 

- 

- 

1,717,060 

Sales  - HPC 

743,941 

- 

743,941 

- 

- 

743,941 

Interest  and  dividends,  net  of 

trustee  fees  of  $125,804 

493,592 

1,397,613 

1,891,205 

922,258 

- 

2,813,463 

Net  realized  gains 

3,606 

(194,900) 

(191,294) 

15,123 

(27,007) 

(203,178) 

Other 

1,255,680 

762,729 

2,018,409 

- 

- 

2,018,409 

48,779,929 

4,510,995 

53,290,924 

1,641,462 

16,613 

54,948,999 

Net  assets  released  from  restriction 

1,146,852 

-- 

1,146,852 

(1,146,852) 

- 

- 

Net  assets  released  from  designation 

4,015,427 

(4,015,4271 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Total  revenues,  gains  and 

other  support 

53.942.208 

495,568 

54,437,776 

494,610 

16,613 

54,948,999 

Expenses 

Salaries 

11,952,184 

- 

11,952,184 

- 

- 

11,952,184 

Employee  benefits 

2,705,451 

- 

2,705,451 

- 

- 

2,705,451 

Cost  of  sales  - Legion 

7,215,602 

- 

7,215,602 

- 

- 

7,215,602 

Cost  of  sales  - HPC 

603,681 

- 

603,681 

- 

- 

603,681 

Direct  publication 

10,744,666 

- 

10,744,666 

- 

- 

10,744,666 

Executive  and  staff  travel 

851,379 

- 

851,379 

- 

- 

851,379 

Commission  and  committee 

1,368,432 

- 

1,368,432 

- 

- 

1,368,432 

Printing  and  postage 

2,209,734 

- 

2,209,734 

- 

- 

2,209,734 

Scholarships,  grants  and  awards 

1,121,141 

- 

1,121,141 

- 

- 

1,121,141 

Office  and  other  operating 

9,755,825 

- 

9,755,825 

- 

- 

9,755,825 

Occupancy  and  usage 

1,994,054 

- 

1,994,054 

- 

- 

1,994,054 

Special  projects  and  programs 

2,725,381 

- 

2,725,381 

- 

- 

2,725,381 

53,247,530 

- 

53,247,530 

- 

- 

53,247,530 

Change  in  net  assets  before  net 

unrealized  gains  (losses) 

694,678 

495,568 

1,190,246 

494,610 

16,613 

1,701,469 

Net  unrealized 

losses  - PUFL  annuity 

(545,000) 

- 

(545,000) 

- 

- 

(545,000) 

Net  unrealized 

gains  (losses)  - investments 

(276,4531 

376,062 

99,609 

281,022 

(111,116) 

269,515 

Change  in  net  assets 

(126,775) 

871,630 

744,855 

775,632 

(94,503) 

1,425,984 

Net  assets,  beginning  of  year 

16,486,323 

34,530,489 

51,016,812 

5,636,345 

11,249,649 

67,902,806 

Transfer  of  funds 

(616,6961 

616,696 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Net  assets,  end  of  year 

$ 15.742.852 

$ 36.018.815 

$ 51 .761 .667 

$6,411,977 

$11,155,146  $ 

69.328.790 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


2005  National  Convention 


The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidated  Statements  of  Activities 
Year  ended  December  31, 2003 


Unrestricted 

Unrestricted 

Unrestricted  Temporarily 

Permanently 

Grand 

General 

Designated 

Total 

Restricted 

Restricted 

Total 

Revenue,  gains  and  other  support 

National  member  dues 

$ 21,157,668 

$ 2,075,040 

$ 23,232,708 

$ 

$ - $ 

■ 23,232,708 

Direct  membership  solicitations 

2,150,508 

- 

2,150,508 

- 

- 

2,150,508 

Member  service  fees  income 

1,640,398 

455,089 

2,095,487 

- 

- 

2,095,487 

Financial  program  income 

308,110 

- 

308,110 

- 

- 

308,110 

Sales  of  emblem  items 

11,541,969 

- 

11,541,969 

- 

- 

11,541,969 

Advertising 

9,008,879 

- 

9,008,879 

- 

- 

9,008,879 

Contributions 

114,209 

- 

114,209 

683,057 

108,490 

905,756 

Label  and  printing  fees 

1,938,389 

- 

1,938,389 

- 

- 

1,938,389 

Sales  - HPC 

844,585 

- 

844,585 

- 

- 

844,585 

Interest  and  dividends,  net  of 

trustee  fees  of  $67,649 

396,130 

1,357,195 

1,753,325 

890,911 

- 

2,644,236 

Net  realized  gains 

27,622 

(25,006) 

2,616 

(43,427) 

51,149 

10,338 

Other 

1,289,791 

898,763 

2,188,554 

- 

- 

2,188,554 

50,418,258 

4,761,081 

55,179,339 

1,530,541 

159,639 

56,869,519 

Net  assets  released  from  restriction 

964,092 

- 

964,092 

(964,092) 

- 

- 

Net  assets  released  from  designation 

4,249,887 

(4,249,887) 

Total  revenues,  gains  and 

other  support 

55,632,237 

511,194 

56,143,431 

566,449 

159,639 

56,869,519 

Expenses 

Salaries 

11,398,072 

- 

11,398,072 

- 

- 

11,398,072 

Employee  benefits 

2,558,375 

- 

2,558,375 

- 

- 

2,558,375 

Cost  of  sales  - Legion 

8,434,468 

- 

8,434,468 

- 

- 

8,434,468 

Cost  of  sales  - HPC 

667,162 

- 

667,162 

- 

- 

667,162 

Direct  publication 

11,033,937 

- 

11,033,937 

- 

- 

11,033,937 

Executive  and  staff  travel 

810,227 

- 

810,227 

- 

- 

810,227 

Commission  and  committee 

1,370,962 

- 

1,370,962 

- 

- 

1,370,962 

Printing  and  postage 

2,401,027 

- 

2,401,027 

- 

- 

2,401,027 

Scholarships,  grants  and  awards 

959,734 

- 

959,734 

- 

- 

959,734 

Office  and  other  operating 

9,462,946 

- 

9,462,946 

- 

- 

9,462,946 

Occupancy  and  usage 

2,014,425 

- 

2,014,425 

- 

- 

2,014,425 

Special  projects  and  programs 

2,639,145 

- 

2,639,145 

- 

- 

2,639,145 

53,750,480 

- 

53,750,480 

- 

- 

53,750,480 

Change  in  net  assets  before  net 

unrealized  gains  (losses) 

1,881,757 

511,194 

2,392,951 

566,449 

159,639 

3,119,039 

Net  unrealized 

losses  - PUFL  annuity 

(617,000) 

- 

(617,000) 

- 

- 

(617,000) 

Net  unrealized 

gains  (losses)  - investments 

134,7851 

1,250,540 

1,215,755 

(357,847) 

(167,716) 

690,192 

Change  in  net  assets 

1,229,972 

1,761,734 

2,991,706 

208,602 

(8,077) 

3,192,231 

Net  assets,  beginning  of  year 

15,690,032 

32,335,074 

48,025,106 

5,427,743 

11,257,726 

64,710,575 

Transfer  of  funds 

(433,681) 

433,681 

- 

- 

- 

- 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidated  Statements  of  Cash  Flows 
Year  ended  December  3 1 2004  and  2003 


2004 

2003 

Cash  flows  from  operating  activities 

Change  in  net  assets 

$ 1,425,984 

$ 3,192,231 

Adjustments  to  reconcile  change  in  net  assets 
to  net  cash  from  operating  activities 

Depreciation  expense 

835,173 

834,889 

Loss  on  sale  of  fixed  assets 

19,313 

10,006 

(Gain)  loss  on  sale  of  investments 

(74,620) 

(188,077) 

Unrealized  (gain)  loss  on  investments 

(254,723) 

(803,268) 

(Gain)  loss  on  Paid-Up-For-Life  annuity 

545,000 

617,000 

Accounts  receivable 

412,223 

787,424 

Prepaid  expenses  and  deposits 

(140,346) 

72,889 

Deferred  membership  expense 

226,050 

(327,083) 

Inventories 

426,577 

167,422 

Investment  in  affiliate  (CFA) 

13,050 

15,575 

Accounts  and  scholarships  payable 

(607,251) 

84,718 

Deferred  income 

(1,788,649) 

(280,306) 

Other  accrued  liabilities 

1180,4621 

228,772 

Net  cash  from  operating  activities 

857,319 

4,412,192 

Cash  flows  from  investing  activities 

Purchase  of  property  and  equipment 

(1,084,354) 

(640,116) 

Proceeds  from  sale  of  property  and  equipment 

- 

299 

Purchase  of  investments 

(55,798,574) 

(141,483,952) 

Sales  and  maturities  of  investments 

55,499,858 

137,600,302 

Net  cash  from  investing  activities 

(1,383,070) 

(4,523,467) 

Cash  flows  from  financing  activities 

Payments  on  line  of  credit 

(143,367) 

172,4511 

Net  cash  from  financing  activities 

1143,3671 

(72,451) 

Net  increase  (decrease)  in  cash  and  cash  equivalents 

(669,118) 

(183,726) 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents,  beginning  of  year 

2,050,493 

2,234,219 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents,  end  of  year 

$ 1.381.375 

$ 2.050.493 

Supplemental  cash  flows  information 

Income  taxes  paid 

$ 41,290 

$ 52,062 

Interest  paid 

160,396 

149,792 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


2005  National  Convention 


The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Notes  to  Financial  Statements 
Year  ended  December  31, 2004  and  2002 


NOTE  1 - NATURE  OF  OPERATIONS  AND 

SUMMARY  OF  SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES 

General:  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  (Legion)  is  a national  veterans 

organization  which  was  declared  to  be  a corporate  body  by  an  Act  of  the  United  States 

Congress  on  September  16, 1919. 

According  to  the  Original  Act  and  Subsequent  Amendments,  the  purpose  of  the 
Legion  is  "To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
to  promote  peace  and  goodwill  among  the  peoples  of  the  United  States  and  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth;  to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  the  two  World  Wars 
and  the  other  great  hostilities  fought  to  uphold  democracy;  to  cement  the  ties  and 
comradeship  born  of  service;  and  to  consecrate  the  efforts  of  its  members  to  mutual 
helpfulness  and  service  to  their  country." 

Approximately  50%  of  the  Legion's  income  is  derived  from  membership  dues 
(including  amounts  allocated  for  magazine  subscriptions).  An  additional  15%  is 
generated  through  advertising  for  the  American  Legion  Magazine.  Another  significant 
source  of  income  is  Emblem  sales,  which  includes  the  sale  of  apparel,  jewelry,  and 
other  items  bearing  the  American  Legion  Emblem.  Income  is  expended  by  the  Legion 
on  several  different  programs  including  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  Emblem  sales, 
veterans'  assistance  and  rehabilitation,  youth  programs  and  others.  The  Legion's  youth 
programs  include  American  Legion  baseball,  oratorical  contests  and  Boy's  Nation. 

The  preparation  of  financial  statements  in  conformity  with  accounting  principles 
generally  accepted  in  the  United  States  of  America  requires  management  to  make 
estimates  and  assumptions  that  affect  the  reported  amounts  of  assets  and  liabilities 
and  disclosure  of  contingent  assets  and  liabilities  at  the  date  of  the  financial 
statements  and  the  reported  amounts  of  revenues,  expenses,  gains,  losses  and  other 
changes  in  net  assets  during  the  reported  period.  Actual  results  could  differ  from 
those  estimates. 

Principles  of  Consolidation:  The  consolidated  financial  statements  include  the 
accounts  of  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters,  and  its  wholly  owned 
subsidiary,  Haynes  and  Partners  Communications,  Inc.  (HPC);  the  American  Legion 
Endowment  Fund  Corporation  (ALEF);  and  the  National  Emergency  Fund  (NEF) 
(collectively,  the  Legion).  All  material  interorganizational  accounts  and  transactions 
have  been  eliminated  in  consolidation.  Haynes  and  Partners  Communications,  Inc., 
an  Indiana  corporation,  is  a full-service,  direct  marketing  and  advertising  agency 
whose  services  include  innovative  marketing  and  creative  automated  mailing.  The 
majority  of  its  sales  are  to  the  Legion.  The  remaining  sales  are  made  primarily  within 
the  State  of  Indiana.  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation,  a tax-exempt 
Indiana  corporation,  was  created  to  provide  permanent  funding  for  the  rehabilitation 
of  American  veterans  and  assistance  to  orphans  of  veterans.  The  National  Emergency 
Fund  is  a tax-exempt  trust  established  to  provide  gifts  and  grants  to  relieve  suffering 
and  ameliorate  financial  hardship  incurred  by  American  Legion  members,  families 
and  Posts. 

Net  Asset  Classifications:  The  financial  statements  have  been  prepared  in 
accordance  with  Statement  of  Financial  Accounting  Standards  (SEAS)  No.  117, 

Financial  Statements  of  Not-for-Profit  Organizations.  SFAS  No.  117  requires,  among 
other  things,  that  the  financial  statements  report  the  changes  in  and  total  of  each  of 
the  net  asset  classes,  based  upon  donor  restrictions,  as  applicable.  Net  assets  are  to 
be  classified  as  unrestricted,  temporarily  restricted  and  permanently  restricted. 

The  following  classes  of  net  assets  are  maintained: 

Unrestricted  Net  Assets  - The  unrestricted  net  asset  class  includes  general  assets  and 
liabilities  of  the  Legion,  as  well  as  assets  and  liabilities  designated  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  the  governing  body  of  the  Legion.  The  unrestricted  net  assets 
of  the  Legion  may  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  management  to  support  the  Legion's 
purposes  and  operations. 

Temporarily  Restricted  Net  Assets  - The  temporarily  restricted  net  asset  class  includes 
assets  of  the  Legion  related  to  gifts  with  explicit  donor-imposed  restrictions  that 
have  not  been  met  as  to  specified  purpose,  or  to  later  periods  of  time  or  after 
specified  dates.  Unconditional  promises  to  give  that  are  due  in  future  periods  and  are 
not  permanently  restricted  are  classified  as  temporarily  restricted  net  assets. 


Permanently  Restricted  Net  Assets  - The  permanently  restricted  net  asset  class 
includes  assets  of  the  Legion  for  which  the  donor  has  stipulated  that  the  contribution 
be  maintained  in  perpetuity.  Donor-imposed  restrictions  limiting  the  use  of  the 
assets  or  its  economic  benefit  neither  expire  with  the  passage  of  time  nor  can  be 
removed  by  satisfying  a specific  purpose. 

Cash  and  Cash  Equivalents:  For  purposes  of  reporting  cash  flows,  the  Legion 
considers  all  liquid  investments  with  an  original  maturity  of  three  months  or  less 
to  be  cash  equivalents,  except  for  those  investments  held  or  part  of  a managed 
portfolio.  The  first  $100,000  of  deposits  per  financial  institution  is  insured  by  a 
government  agency. 

Inventory:  Inventory  consists  of  Emblem  items  held  for  sale,  magazine  paper  and 
publication  rights  and  is  stated  at  the  lower  of  cost  or  market.  Inventory  items  are 
valued  at  average  cost.  Supplies  which  are  not  intended  for  sale  are  expensed  when 
purchased. 

Investments:  Investments  are  carried  at  fair  value.  Realized  and  unrealized  gains  and 
losses  are  reflected  in  the  consolidated  statements  of  activities.  Premiums  or  discounts 
on  investments  are  generally  recognized  at  the  time  of  disposal  or  maturity. 

Property  and  Equipment:  Expenditures  for  property  and  equipment  and  items  which 
substantially  increase  the  useful  lives  of  existing  assets  and  are  greater  than  $300  are 
capitalized  at  cost.  The  Legion  provides  for  depreciation  on  the  straight-line  method  at 
rates  designated  to  depreciate  the  costs  of  assets  overtheir  estimated  useful  lives. 
Depreciation  on  buildings  is  computed  on  the  straight-line  method  using  a 30-year  life. 
All  other  capital  assets  are  depreciated  over  lives  ranging  from  three  to  seven  years. 
Collectibles:  The  Legion  owns  many  collectible  military  related  items  and  historical 
documents  which  were  not  recorded  as  they  were  acquired.  Currently  these  items  are 
being  appraised  for  insurance  purposes. 

Support  and  Revenue:  The  Legion  reports  gifts  of  cash  and  other  assets  as  restricted 
support  if  they  are  received  with  donor  stipulations  that  limit  the  use  of  the  donated 
assets.  When  a donor  restriction  expires,  that  is,  when  a stipulated  time  restriction 
ends  or  purpose  restriction  is  accomplished,  temporarily  restricted  net  assets  are 
reclassified  to  unrestricted  net  assets  and  reported  in  the  statement  of  activities  as 
net  assets  released  from  restrictions. 

Dues  Income  and  Expense:  Dues  are  recognized  as  income  over  the  applicable 
membership  period,  which  is  on  a calendar-year  basis. 

In  addition  to  other  methods  of  obtaining  new  members,  the  Legion  uses  direct 
mail  and  other  direct  marketing  approaches.  The  income  generated  from  direct 
membership  solicitation  is  recognized  over  the  applicable  membership  period 
(calendar  year).  The  direct-response  expenses  incurred  in  obtaining  new  members 
are  deferred  and  written  off  in  the  subsequent  membership  year. 

Income  Taxes:  The  Legion  is  exempt  from  federal  income  taxes  under  section 
501(c)(19)  of  the  U.S.  Internal  Revenue  Code.  ALEF  and  NEF  are  exempt  from  federal 
income  taxes  under  Section  501  (c)(3)  of  the  U.S.  Internal  Revenue  Code.  None  of  these 
organizations  is  considered  to  be  a private  foundation.  The  Legion  is  subject  to  income 
tax  on  unrelated  business  income.  However,  due  to  net  operating  loss  carryforwards, 
the  Legion  paid  no  taxes  for  the  years  ended  December  31, 2004  and  2003. 

Federal  and  state  income  tax  expense  is  recorded  for  HPC,  a for-profit  corporation,  as 
incurred. 

Fair  Value  of  Financial  Instruments:  The  carrying  amount  of  all  financial 
instruments  of  the  Legion  approximate  their  fair  values,  with  the  exception  of  the  line 
of  long-term  debt  as  disclosed  in  Note  8. 

Expense  Allocation:  Expenses  have  been  classified  as  program  services, 
management  and  general,  member  development  and  fund  raising  based  on  actual 
direct  expenditures.  Additionally,  some  expenses  are  allocated  among  departments 
based  upon  estimates  of  the  amount  of  time  spent  by  Legion  employees  performing 
services  for  these  departments. 

NOTE  2 - INVESTMENT  IN  AFFILIATE 

The  Legion,  in  conjunction  with  approximately  120  other  organizations,  has  created  a 
nonprofit  corporation  known  as  The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc.  (CFA)  for  the  purpose 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Notes  to  Financial  Statements 
Year  ended  December  31, 2004  and  2002 


of  aiding  in  the  campaign  to  secure  a constitutional  amendment  empowering  the 
Congress  and  the  States  to  enact  legislation  to  protect  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of 
America  from  physical  desecration. 


CFA  recognized  a decrease  in  net  assets  of  $13,050  and  $15,575  in  2004  and  2003, 
respectively.  Accordingly,  the  Legion's  investment  in  CFA  has  been  decreased  by  these 
amounts  and  corresponding  charges  have  been  reflected  in  unrestricted  designated 
net  assets  for  2004  and  2003. 


NOTE  3 -INVESTMENTS 

The  Legion's  market  value  of  investments  is  as  follows: 

2004  MARKET 


Segregated 
for  Restricted 
and  Reserve 
Funds 

Segregated 

for 

Washington 

D.C. 

Building 

Overseas 

Graves 

Decoration 

Fund 

Paid-Up- 

For-Life 

Membership 

Program 

Other 

Total 

U.S.  Government 
obligations 

$ 21,814,545 

$ 1,970,794 

$ 884,276 

$ 16,482,398 

$ 26,242,108 

$ 67,394,121 

State  and  Municipal 
Bonds 

336,006 

336,006 

Corporate  Bonds 

- 

- 

- 

10,671,213 

3,907,899 

14,579,112 

Foreign  Bonds 

- 

- 

- 

- 

33,013 

33,013 

Common  and 
preferred  stocks 

9,705,550 

9,705,550 

Mutual  funds 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,885,973 

1,885,973 

Money  market 
accounts 

353,474 

29,273 

35,534 

761,963 

12,257,849 

13,438,093 

Accrued  interest 

248,595 

23,317 

12.355 

360,662 

361,670 

1,006,599 

$ 22.416.614 

$ 2.023.384 

$ 932.165 

$ 38.317.792 

$ 44.688.512 

$ 108.378.467 

2003  MARKET 


Segregated 

Segregated 

for 

Overseas 

Paid-Up- 

for  Restricted 

Washington 

Graves 

For-Life 

and  Reserve 

D.C. 

Decoration 

Membership 

Funds 

Building 

Fund 

Program 

Other 

Total 

U.S.  Government 

obligations 
State  and  Municipal 

$ 21,338,557 

$ 1,843,140 

$ 882,342 

$ 16,319,339 

$ 27,430,443 

$ 

67,813,821 

Bonds 

- 

- 

- 

832,984 

- 

832,984 

Corporate  Bonds 

- 

- 

- 

10,659,833 

2,336,064 

12,995,897 

Foreign  Bonds 
Common  and 

" 

“ 

" 

33,444 

33,444 

preferred  stocks 

- 

- 

- 

9,647,257 

- 

9,647,257 

Mutual  funds 
Money  market 

" 

1,944,860 

1,944,860 

accounts 

227,832 

34,078 

25,443 

1,664,811 

11,826,187 

13,778,351 

Accrued  interest 

214,068 

16,133 

6,540 

108,713 

358,340 

703,794 

$ 21.780.457 

$ 1.893.351 

$ 914.325 

$ 39.232.937 

$ 43.929.338 

$ 

107.750.408 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Notes  to  Financial  Statements 
Year  ended  December  31, 2004  and  2003 


NOTE  4 - PAID  UP-FOR-LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 

The  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  establishment  of  a life  membership 
plan  available  to  any  member  of  a participating  department.  In  accordance  with  the 
plan,  the  assets  of  the  Paid-Up-For-Life  (PUFL)  Membership  Fund  are  segregated 
in  a trust  account  from  which  funds  equal  to  the  annual  dues  of  life  members  are 
withdrawn  for  current  operations  each  year.  The  trust  agreement  provides  that  the 
Legion  has  the  right  to  withdraw  part  or  all  of  the  assets  of  the  trust  account  and  to 
modify  or  terminate  the  trust  agreement  at  its  discretion. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  PUFL  program,  participating  member's  national,  state 
and  local  dues  are  paid  by  the  Legion  for  the  remainder  of  the  individual's  life. 
Management  has  estimated  and  recognized  a liability  for  the  future  payments  to 
state  and  local  Legion  organizations.  Likewise,  management  has  deferred  recognition 
of  the  national  dues  portion  of  the  members'  payment.  Deferred  PUFL  dues  are 
recognized  in  annual  amounts  equal  to  the  national  dues  in  effect  each  year.  The 
liability  and  deferred  revenue  amounts  are  estimated  by  the  Legion's  actuaries  using 
PUFL  membership  summaries  and  discount  rates  comparable  to  the  Legion's  recent 
investment  performance. 

NOTE  5 - RESTRICTED  AND  RESERVE  DESIGNATED  FUNDS 
The  restricted  fund  is  designated  for  use  by  the  National  Finance  Commission  and 
National  Executive  Committee  of  the  Legion.  Earnings  of  the  restricted  fund,  along 
with  the  principal,  can  be  expended  only  upon  recommendation  of  the  National 
Finance  Commission  and  a twothirds  affirmative  vote  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  at  two  successive  meetings.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Legion  to  transfer  10% 
of  the  prior  year's  defined  net  income  to  the  restricted  fund.  The  Legion  transferred 
$150,000  and  $162,077  in  2004  and  2003. 

The  reserve  fund  is  also  designated  for  use  by  the  National  Finance  Commission  and 
National  Executive  Committee.  However,  earnings  of  the  reserve  fund  may  be  used  for 
the  general  operations  of  the  Legion.  The  principal  can  be  expended  only  by  action 
of  the  Legion  at  its  national  convention,  or  by  a two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  the 
National  Executive  Committee  in  two  successive  meetings  not  less  than  60  days  apart. 

NOTE  6 -LIFE  INSURANCE  PLAN 

During  October  1992,  the  National  Executive  Committee  approved  a resolution  to 
terminate  the  Legion's  Life  Insurance  Trust.  Upon  dissolution  in  April  1993,  funds 
remaining  in  the  Trust  totaling  $4,285,984  were  transferred  to  a segregated  bank 
trust  account  (named  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan)  under  control  of  the 
Legion  for  use  in  youth  programs. 

The  Legion's  National  Executive  Committee  has  directed  that  monies  within 
The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  used  to  fund  oratorical  contests,  Boys' 
Nation,  American  Legion  Baseball,  and  other  youth  programs  of  the  Legion. 

At  December  31, 2004,  $1,098,000  in  funds  had  been  approved  for  use  in 
designated  programs  during  2005. 

NOTE  7 - PERMANENTLY  RESTRICTED  NET  ASSETS 
The  Legion  received  $5,000,000  from  The  Samsung  Group  during  1996.  The  principal 
is  to  be  permanently  endowed  and  the  income  is  to  be  used  to  fund  undergraduate 
scholarships  for  descendents  of  Korean  War  veterans  and  other  wars  in  which  U.S. 
servicemen  and  servicewomen  participated.  Such  scholarships  are  administered  by 
the  Legion. 

Contributions  to  The  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  are  recorded  as  increases  in 
permanently  restricted  net  assets,  the  income  from  which  is  to  be  used  to  support  the 
veterans  affairs  and  rehabilitation  and  children  and  youth  activities  of  the  Legion. 

NOTE 8 -LONG TERM  DEBT 

In  2003,  the  Legion  refinanced  its  long-term  debt  on  its  facility  for  emblem  sales, 
information  technology,  member  benefits  and  HPC.  This  debt  is  payable  in  monthly 
installments  of  $25,213,  including  interest,  beginning  July  30, 2003,  with  a stated 
rate  of  5.3%  and  final  payment  due  August  1, 2018.  The  outstanding  balance  on  long- 
term debt  is  $2,925,294  and  $3,068,661  for  2004  and  2003. 


The  future  maturities  for  the  line  of  credit  are  as  follows: 


2005 

$ 150,488 

2006 

158,662 

2007 

167,276 

2008 

176,561 

2009 

185,939 

Thereafter 

2,086,368 
$ 2,925,294 

NOTE  9 -LEASES 

The  Legion  has  several  noncancelable  operating  leases,  primarily  for  facilities, 
computer  equipment,  copiers  and  cash  registers  that  expire  over  the  next  three  years. 
Rental  expense  for  these  leases  aggregated  $544,286  in  2004  and  $408,676  in  2003. 
Future  minimum  lease  payments  under  operating  leases  are  as  follows: 


2005 

$ 410,001 

2006 

376,674 

2007 

96,433 

2008 

2,739 

$ 885,847 

In  addition,  the  Legion  has  a lease  with  the  State  of  Indiana  for  rental  of  the  National 
Headquarters  building  in  Indianapolis  through  June  30, 2006.  The  lease  can  be 
renewed  at  the  option  of  the  Legion  for  nine  additional  four-year  periods.  According 
to  the  terms  of  the  lease,  the  Legion  is  required  to  maintain  the  interior  of  the 
building,  and  provide  adequate  insurance  on  the  building  in  lieu  of  lease  payments. 
The  cost  of  maintenance  approximated  $409,000  and  $471,000  in  2004  and  2003. 
Insurance  coverage  is  included  in  the  Legion's  general  insurance  policy. 

NOTE  10 -INCOME  TAXES 

The  following  is  a reconciliation  of  income  taxes  at  the  federal  statutory  rate  to  actual 
income  tax  recorded  by  HPC: 


Income  tax  expense 
Currently  payable 

2004 

2003 

Federal 

$ 4,914 

$ 32,020 

State 

Deferred 

3,678 

13,392 

Federal 

31,300 
$ 39,892 

1,900 
$ 47,312 

Reconciliation  of  federal  statutory  to  actual  tax  expense 
Federal  income  tax 

at  statutory  rates 

$ 34,769 

$ 45,171 

Nondeductible  expenses 
Effect  of  state 

890 

1,485 

income  taxes 
Change  in  valuation 

3,727 

11,998 

allowance  and  other 

506 
$ 39,892 

(11,342) 
$ 47,312 

The  components  of  the  net  deferred  tax  (liability)  asset  are  as  folli 
Asset 

Net  operating  loss 

carryforward 

Liability 

$ 17,200 

$ 24,100 

Other 

49,600 

$(32,400) 

(25,200) 

$(1,100) 

The  deferred  tax  asset  and  liability  are  included  in  other  prepaid  expenses  and 
deposits  and  other  liabilities,  respectively,  in  the  statement  of  financial  position. 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Notes  to  Financial  Statements 
Year  ended  December  31, 2004  and  2003 


NOTE  11  - NET  ASSETS  RELEASED  FROM  RESTRICTION 

Net  assets  were  released  from  donor  restrictions  by  incurring  expenses  satisfying  the 

restricted  purposes  or  by  occurrence  of  other  events  specified  by  donors. 


Purpose  restrictions  accomplished 

2004 

2003 

Overseas  graves  decoration 
Scholarships  and  grants 

$ 27,723 

$ 74,892 

(including  relief  aid) 

Veterans  affairs  and  rehabilitation 

307,001 

271,250 

and  children  and  youth  programs 

811,776 

599,056 

Other 

352 

18,894 

$ 1,146,852 

$ 964,092 

NOTE  12  - NET  ASSETS  RELEASED  FROM  DESIGNATION 

Net  assets  were  released  from  designations  by  satisfying  the  designations  previously 

established. 


2004  2003 


Purpose  designations  accomplished 

Paid-Up-For-Life  memberships 

$ 2,207,915 

$ 2,428,777 

Youth  programs  (Life  Insurance  Plan) 

1,070,892 

1,083,298 

Other 

736,620 

737,812 

NOTE  13 -EMPLOYEE  BENEFITS 

$4,015,427 

$ 4,249,887 

The  Legion  has  a defined-benefit  pension  plan  covering  substantially  all  of  its 
employees  as  well  as  those  of  certain  affiliated  and  subordinated  groups.  The  plan 
was  established  in  1944  by  vote  of  the  Legion's  National  Convention.  Contributions 
to  the  plan  are  made  by  the  Legion  and  other  participating  groups  on  the  basis 
of  annual  actuarial  valuations.  The  plan's  assets  consist  of  investments  in  equity 
and  debt  securities,  and  the  asset  investment  policy  is  a lower  risk  strategy.  The 
following  table  sets  forth  the  Legion's  portion  of  the  plan's  funded  status  and 
amounts  recognized  in  the  Legion's  consolidated  statement  of  financial  position  at 
December  31, 2004  and  2003. 


2004  2003 


Benefit  obligation 

$ 

(37,939,380) 

$ (35,046,175) 

Fair  value  of  plan  assets 

47,710,767 

46,512,234 

Funded  status 

$ 

9,771,387 

$ 

11,466,059 

Accumulated  benefit  obligation 

$ 

36,004,727 

$ 

33,123,497 

Prepaid  benefit  cost  recognized  in 

the  statement  of  financial  position 

$ 

16,504,933 

$ 

16,245,300 

Benefit  cost 

$ 

(73,327) 

$ 

(36,179) 

Employer  contribution 

180,339 

179,333 

Benefits  paid 

1,553,721 

1,532,103 

Measurement  date 

12/31/2004 

12/31/2003 

Estimated  future  benefit  payments: 

2005  $ 1,889,924 

2006  2,004,145 

2007  2,162,410 

2008  2,302,420 

2009  2,483,578 

Years  2010-2014  14,420,386 


2004 

2003 

Weighted-average  assumptions 

Discount  rate 

5.75% 

6.50% 

Expected  return  on  plan  assets 

8.50% 

8.50% 

Rate  of  compensation  increase 

2.00% 

2.00% 

Expected  employer  contributions  for  2005  are  approximately  $180,000,  given 
consistent  rate  of  return  and  assumptions. 


HPC  maintains  a defined-contribution  plan  under  Section  401  (k)  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Code.  Elective  deferrals  are  available  to  employees  twenty-one  and  a 
half  years  of  age  who  have  completed  one  year  of  eligible  service.  HPC  may  make 
discretionary  contributions  to  this  plan. 

NOTE  14  - FUNCTIONAL  EXPENSES 

The  following  represents  a functional  breakdown  of  the  American  Legion  National 
Headquarters'  expenses  by  program  and  supporting  services. 

2004  2003 


Program  services 

Veterans  programs  and  services  $ 29,971,200  $ 30,894,757 

Americanism  and  children 


and  youth  activities 
Flag  education  and  legislation 

2,694,746 

305,100 

2,357,647 

401,772 

32,971,046 

33,654,176 

Supporting  services 
Management  and  general 

$ 14,665,673 

$ 14,464,619 

Member  development 

5,560,556 

5,580,425 

Fund  raising 

50,255 

51,260 

20,276,484 

20,096,304 

$ 53,247,530 

$ 53,750,480 

Member  development  includes  direct  response  advertising  expense  of  $3,329,063 
and  $3,059,196  for  the  years  ended  December  31, 2004  and  2003. 

NOTE  15  - LITIGATION 

The  Legion  is  currently  involved  in  and/or  has  been  mentioned  as  a defendant  or 
co-defendant  in  several  legal  actions.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  National  Judge  Advocate 
that  these  claims  are  without  merit  and  any  ultimate  liability  of  the  Legion  with 
respect  to  these  actions  will  not  materially  affect  the  financial  position  of  the  Legion. 
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A Crowe 

Crowe  Chizek  and  Company  LLC 

Member  Horwath  International 

Members  of  the  National  Finance  Commission 
The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


We  have  audited  and  reported  separately  on  the  basic  financial  statements  of  the  Legion  for  the 
years  ended  December  31,  2004  and  2003.  Our  audits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
an  opinion  on  the  Legion's  basic  financial  statements  taken  as  a whole.  The  accompanying 
analyses  presented  in  the  following  schedules  have  been  subjected  to  the  auditing  procedures 
applied  in  the  audits  of  the  Legion's  financial  statments  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  accompanying 
other  information  is  stated  fairly  and  in  all  material  respects  in  relation  to  those  basic  financial 
statements  taken  as  a whole. 


A 


a 


n 


44C 


Crowe  Chizek  and  Company,  LLC 


Indianapolis,  Indiana 
April  25,  2005 


The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Reconciliation  of  Internal  Financial  Statements  to  Audited  Financial  Statements 

Years  ended  December  31, 2004  and  2003 


2004 

2003 

Change  in  net  assets  - internal  financial  statements 

$ 694,678 

$ 1,881,757 

Change  in  net  assets  before  net  unrealized  gains  not 
included  in  internal  financials 

Unrestricted  designated 

495,568 

511,194 

Temporarily  restricted 

494,610 

566,449 

Permanently  restricted 

16,613 

159,639 

1,701,469 

3,119,040 

Net  unrealized  gains  (losses) 

General 

(821,453) 

(651,785) 

Unrestricted  designated 

376,062 

1,250,540 

Temporarily  restricted 

281,022 

(357,847) 

Permanently  restricted 

(111.1161 

(167,716) 

Change  in  net  assets  - audited  financial  statements 

8 1.425.984 

8 3.192.231 
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American 

American 

Haynes 

Legion 

Legion 

National 

and  Partners 

National 

Endowment 

Emergency  Communications, 

Headquarters 

Fund 

Fund 

Inc.  Eliminations 

Total 

ASSETS 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents  $ 

Accounts  receivable 

563,059 

$ 10,464 

$ 

$ 807,852  $ 

- 

$ 

1,381,375 

Emblems 

41,190 

- 

- 

- 

- 

41,190 

Publications 

953,777 

- 

- 

- 

- 

953,777 

Related  party 

- 

- 

- 

882,983 

(882,983) 

- 

Other 

1,035,526 

4,851 

- 

71,401 

(95,470) 

1,016,308 

Prepaid  expenses  and  deposits 

656,644 

1,888 

- 

72,882 

- 

731,414 

Deferred  membership  expense 
Due  from  American  Legion 

4,296,136 

“ 

“ 

4,296,136 

Endowment  Fund 
Inventories 

2,248,984 

(2,248,984) 

- 

Emblem  division 

2,099,652 

- 

- 

- 

2,099,652 

Publication  division 

487,104 

- 

- 

- 

487,104 

Investment  in  affiliate  (CFA) 

61,809 

- 

- 

- 

61,809 

Prepaid  pension  expense 

16.504.933 

- 

- 

- 

16.504.933 

28,948,814 

17,203 

- 

1,835,118 

(3,227,437) 

27,573,698 

Investments 

Segregated  for  restricted  and 

reserve  funds 

22,416,614 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22,416,614 

Segregated  for 
Washington,  D.C.  building 
Overseas  Graves 

2,023,384 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,023,384 

Decoration  Fund 
Paid-U  p-For-Life 

932,165 

" 

- 

- 

932,165 

Membership  Fund 

38,317,792 

- 

- 

- 

- 

38,317,792 

Other 

35,247,620 

- 

1,295,665 

- 

- 

36,543,285 

Special  account  - endowment  fund 

2,132,015 

- 

- 

- 

2,132,015 

General  account  - endowment  fund 

6,013,212 

- 

- 

- 

6,013,212 

Investment  in  HPC 

2.018.059 

- 

- 

- 

f2.018.0591 

- 

100,955,634 

8,145,227 

1,295,665 

- 

(2,018,059) 

108,378,467 

Property  and  equipment 

Indianapolis  real  estate 

Land 

389,264 

- 

- 

- 

- 

389,264 

Building 

3,611,779 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,611,779 

Washington,  D.C.  real  estate 

Land 

80,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

80,000 

Building 

4,484,147 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,484,147 

Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment 

National 

Headquarters,  Indianapolis 

5,072,769 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

5,072,769 

Washington,  D.C. 
Haynes  and  Partners 

965,045 

" 

" 

965,045 

Communications,  Inc. 

- 

- 

- 

878,153 

- 

878,153 

Work  in  progress  - Washington, 
D.C.  building 

. 

. 

. 

Accumulated  depreciation 

(7.41 6.9871 

- 

- 

1660,4041 

_ 

f8.077.3911 

7.186.017 

_ 

_ 

217.749 

_ 

7.403.766 

Total  assets  $_ 

137.090.465 

$ 8.162.4.30 

ft  1.295.66.5 

$ 2.052.867  $ 

f5 .245 .4961 

$ 

143.355.931 

(continued) 
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American 

American 

Haynes 

Legion 

Legion 

National 

and  Partners 

National 

Endowment 

Emergency  Communications, 

Headquarters 

Fund 

Fund 

Inc.  Eliminations 

Total 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts  payable  $ 

2,381,223 

$ 3,307 

$ 289,684 

$ 297,548  $ 

(1,131,967) 

$ 

1,839,795 

Scholarships  payable 

928,731 

- 

- 

- 

- 

928,731 

Accounts  payable  - Legion 

2,077,754 

- 

51,515 

(2,129,269) 

- 

Deposits  on  emblem  merchandise  sales 

163,228 

- 

- 

- 

- 

163,228 

Deferred  advertising  income 

119,039 

- 

- 

- 

- 

119,039 

Deferred  dues  income 
Deferred  income  - direct 

19,834,053 

- 

- 

19,834,053 

membership  solicitation 

1,128,318 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,128,318 

Accrued  vacation  benefits 

563,562 

- 

- 

- 

- 

563,562 

Other  liabilities 

374,506 

- 

- 

85,744 

- 

460,250 

Notes  payable 
Deferred  dues  income 

2,925,294 

- 

- 

- 

2,925,294 

- Paid-Up-For-Life  Memberships 
Life  memberships  due  to  state  and 

20,007,766 

- 

- 

- 

20,007,766 

local  posts 

26.057.105 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26.057.105 

74,482,825 

2,081,061 

289,684 

434,807 

(3,261,236) 

74,027,141 

NET  ASSETS 

Unrestricted  - general 
Unrestricted  - designated 

16,109,052 

- 

- 

- 

(366,200) 

15,742,852 

Citizens  Flag  Alliance 

61,809 

- 

- 

- 

- 

61,809 

Computer  reserve 

500,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500,000 

Convention  reserve 

100,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100,000 

Convention  stabilization 

556,842 

- 

- 

- 

- 

556,842 

Employee  insurance  stabilization 

100,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100,000 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund 

1,640,050 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,640,050 

Real  estate  reserve 

2,602,898 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,602,898 

Reserve  fund 

2,263,190 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,263,190 

Restricted  fund 

20,133,375 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20,133,375 

Youth  program  (Life  Insurance  Plan) 
Veterans'  rehabilitation/child 

4,196,834 

- 

- 

- 

4,196,834 

welfare  (special  account) 

2,000,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,000,000 

Sons  of  the  American  Legion 

967,769 

- 

- 

- 

- 

967,769 

Other 

969.825 

(73.777) 

- 

- 

- 

896.048 

52,201,644 

(73,777) 

- 

- 

(366,200) 

51,761,667 

Temporarily  restricted 

Buick  scholarship 

694,855 

- 

- 

- 

- 

694,855 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund 

933,042 

- 

- 

- 

- 

933,042 

Samsung  scholarship 

2,703,141 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,703,141 

National  Emergency  Fund 

- 

- 

1,005,981 

- 

- 

1,005,981 

Others 

1.074.958 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1.074.958 

5,405,996 

- 

1,005,981 

- 

- 

6,411,977 

Permanently  restricted 

Samsung  scholarship 

5,000,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5,000,000 

American  Legion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Endowment  Fund 

- 

6.155.146 

- 

- 

- 

6.155.146 

5,000,000 

6,155,146 

- 

- 

- 

11,155,146 

Shareholders'  equity. 

Common  stock 

- 

- 

- 

1,000 

(1,000) 

- 

Additional  paid-in  capital 

- 

- 

- 

397,577 

(397,577) 

- 

Retained  earnings 

_ 

_ 

- 

1.219.483 

Cl. 21 9. 4831 

- 

Total  net  assets 

63.152.640 

6.081.369 

1.005.981 

1.618.060 

fl  .984.2601 

69.873.790 

i. 

137.090.465 

ffi  8.162.430 

SI  .295.665 

S 2.052.867  $ 

f.5 .245 .4961 

$ 

143.355.931 

(See  report  of  independent  auditors  on  supplementary  information.) 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Supplementary  Information 

The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidating  Statement  of  Financial  Position  December  SI,  200S 


American 

American 

Haynes 

Legion 

Legion 

National 

and  Partners 

National 

Endowment 

Emergency  Communications, 

Headquarters 

Fund 

Fund 

Inc.  Eliminations 

Total 

ASSETS 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents  $ 

867,140 

$ 19,004 

$ 

$ 1,164,349  $ 

- 

$ 

2,050,493 

Accounts  receivable 

Emblems 

160,041 

- 

- 

- 

- 

160,041 

Publications 

1,145,576 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,145,576 

Related  party 

- 

- 

- 

499,688 

(499,688) 

- 

Other 

986,791 

73,121 

- 

87,447 

(29,478) 

1,117,881 

Prepaid  expenses  and  deposits 

743,385 

3,037 

- 

104,279 

- 

850,701 

Deferred  membership  expense 

4,522,186 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,522,186 

Due  from  American  Legion 

Endowment  Fund 

2,248,986 

- 

- 

- 

(2,248,986) 

- 

Inventories 

Emblem  division 

2,576,785 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,576,785 

Publication  division 

436,548 

- 

- 

- 

- 

436,548 

Investment  in  affiliate  (CFA) 

74,859 

- 

- 

- 

- 

74,859 

Prepaid  pension  expense 

16.245.300 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16.245.300 

30.007.597 

95.162 

_ 

1.855.763 

12.778.1521 

29.180.370 

Investments 

Segregated  for  restricted  and 

reserve  funds 

21,780,457 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21,780,457 

Segregated  for 

Washington,  D.C.  building 

1,893,351 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,893,351 

Overseas  Graves 

Decoration  Fund 

914,325 

- 

- 

- 

- 

914,325 

Paid-Up-For-Life 

Membership  Fund 

39,232,937 

- 

- 

- 

- 

39,232,93 7 

Other 

34,562,510 

- 

1,144,893 

- 

- 

35,707,403 

Special  account  - endowment  fund 

- 

2,162,624 

- 

- 

- 

2,162,624 

General  account  - endowment  fund 

- 

6,059,311 

- 

- 

- 

6,059,311 

Investment  in  HPC 

1.955.651 

- 

- 

_ 

11.955.6511 

- 

100.339.231 

8.221.935 

1.144.893 

_ 

11.955.6511 

107.750.408 

Property  and  equipment 

Indianapolis  real  estate 

Land 

389,264 

- 

- 

- 

- 

389,264 

Building 

3,611,779 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,611,779 

Washington,  D.C.  real  estate 

Land 

80,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

80,000 

Building 

4,138,918 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,138,918 

Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment 

National 

Headquarters,  Indianapolis 

4,611,241 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,611,241 

Washington,  D.C. 

1,086,923 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,086,923 

Haynes  and  Partners 

Communications,  Inc. 

- 

- 

- 

761,621 

- 

761,621 

Work  in  progress  - Washington, 

D.C.  building 

200,036 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200,036 

Accumulated  depreciation 

17.097.7331 

- 

- 

1608.1511 

- 

f7.705.8841 

7.020.428 

_ 

_ 

153.470 

_ 

7.173.898 

Total  assets 

137.367.256 

$ 8.317.097 

S 1.144.893 

S 2.009.233  $ 

14.733.8031 

$ 

144.104.676 

(continued) 


2005  National  Convention 


Supplementary  Information 

The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidating  Statement  of  Financial  Position  Decembers!,  200S 


American 

Legion 

National 

Headquarters 

American 

Legion 

Endowment 

Fund 

Haynes 

National  and  Partners 

Emergency  Communications, 

Fund  Inc.  Eliminations 

Total 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts  payable 

$ 

2,522,209 

$ 2,514 

$ 249,684 

$ 368,052  $ 

(674,888)  $ 

2,467,571 

Scholarships  payable 

908,206 

- 

- 

- 

- 

908,206 

Accounts  payable  - Legion 

- 

2,079,445 

- 

57,617 

(2,137,062) 

- 

Deposits  on  emblem  merchandise  sales 

131,748 

- 

- 

- 

- 

131,748 

Deferred  advertising  income 

165,561 

- 

- 

- 

- 

165,561 

Deferred  dues  income 

20,332,441 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20,332,441 

Deferred  income  - direct 

membership  solicitation 

970,547 

- 

- 

- 

- 

970,547 

Accrued  vacation  benefits 

631,133 

- 

- 

- 

- 

631,133 

Other  liabilities 

545,231 

- 

- 

27,910 

- 

573,141 

Notes  payable 

3,068,661 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,068,661 

Deferred  dues  income 

- Paid-Up-For-Life  Memberships 

20,122,662 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20,122,662 

Life  memberships  due  to  state  and 

local  posts 

26,830.199 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

26.830.199 

76.228.598 

2.081.959 

249.684 

453.579 

(2.811.9501 

76.201.870 

NET  ASSETS 

Unrestricted  - general 

16,852,522 

- 

- 

- 

(366,199) 

16,486,323 

Unrestricted  - designated 

Citizens  Flag  Alliance 

74,859 

- 

- 

- 

- 

74,859 

Computer  reserve 

500,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500,000 

Convention  reserve 

100,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100,000 

Convention  stabilization 

505,457 

- 

- 

- 

- 

505,457 

Employee  insurance  stabilization 

100,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100,000 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund 

925,645 

- 

- 

- 

- 

925,645 

Real  estate  reserve 

2,137,840 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,137,840 

Reserve  fund 

2,319,686 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,319,686 

Restricted  fund 

19,435,380 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19,435,380 

Youth  program  (Life  Insurance  Plan) 

4,543,476 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,543,476 

Veterans'  rehabilitation/child 

welfare  (special  account) 

2,000,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,000,000 

Sons  of  the  American  Legion 

926,960 

- 

- 

- 

- 

926,960 

Other 

975,697 

(14,5111 

- 

- 

- 

961.186 

51,397.522 

(14,511) 

_ 

_ 

(366,199) 

51.016.812 

Temporarily  restricted 

Buick  scholarship 

639,654 

- 

- 

- 

- 

639,654 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund 

916,925 

- 

- 

- 

- 

916,925 

Samsung  scholarship 

2,377,121 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,377,121 

National  Emergency  Fund 

- 

- 

895,209 

- 

- 

895,209 

Others 

807.436 

- 

- 

- 

- 

807,436 

4,741,136 

_ 

895,209 

_ 

_ 

5.636.345 

Permanently  restricted 

Samsung  scholarship 

5,000,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5,000,000 

American  Legion 

Endowment  Fund 

- 

6.249,649 

- 

- 

- 

6.249.649 

5,000,000 

6.249.649 

_ 

- 

- 

11.249.649 

Shareholders'  equity 

Common  stock 

- 

- 

- 

1,000 

(1,000) 

Additional  paid-in  capital 

- 

- 

- 

397,577 

(397,577) 

- 

Retained  earnings 
Total  net  assets 

- 

- 

- 

1.157.077 

(1.157.0771 

- 

61.138.658 

6.235.138 

895.209 

1.555.654 

(1.921.8531 

67.902.806 

$ 

137.367.256 

ft  8.317.097 

51 .144.893 

5 7.009.233  5 

(4.733.8031  5 

144.104.676 

(See  report  of  independent  auditors  on  supplementary  information.) 


The  American  legion 


Supplementary  Information 

The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidating  Statement  of  Activities  Year  Ended  December  SI,  2004 


American 

American 

Haynes 

Legion 

Legion 

National 

and  Partners 

National 

Endowment 

Emergency 

Communications, 

Headquarters 

Fund 

Fund 

Inc.  Eliminations 

Total 

Revenue,  gains  and  other  support 

National  member  dues 

$ 23,006,346 

$ 

$ 

$ - $ 

- $ 

23,006,346 

Sales  of  emblem  items 

10,021,586 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10,021,586 

Sales  - HPC 

- 

- 

- 

5,160,270 

(4,416,329) 

743,941 

Advertising 

8,686,645 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8,686,645 

Direct  membership  solicitation 

2,038,819 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,038,819 

American  Legion  Endowment— 

Fund  income 

415,611 

- 

- 

- 

(415,611) 

- 

Contributions 

1,350,582 

43,620 

443,113 

- 

- 

1,837,315 

Affinity  income 

284,903 

- 

- 

- 

- 

284,903 

Label  and  printing  fees 

1,717,060 

- 

■ - 

- 

- 

1,717,060 

Member  service  fees  income 

1,983,690 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,983,690 

Investment  income,  net  of  fees 

2,345,722 

408,533 

48,870 

10,338 

- 

2,813,463 

Net  realized  gains 

(195,816) 

(5,932) 

(1,430) 

- 

- 

(203,178) 

Other 

2,190,200 

- 

- 

- 

(171,791) 

2,018,409 

Net  income  in  subsidiary 

62.407 

- 

- 

- 

162.4071 

- 

53,907,755 

446,221 

490,553 

5,170,608 

(5,066,138) 

54,948,999 

Expenses 

Salaries 

11,952,184 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11,952,184 

Employee  benefits 

2,705,451 

- 

- 

' 

- 

2,705,451 

Cost  of  sales 

7,347,097 

- 

- 

- 

(131,495) 

7,215,602 

Cost  of  sales  - HPC 

- 

- 

- 

4,187,372 

(3,583,691) 

603,681 

Direct  publications 

10,744,666 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10,744,666 

Executive  and  staff  travel 

851,379 

- 

- 

- 

- 

851,379 

Commission  and  committee 

1,368,432 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,368,432 

Printing  and  postage 

2,209,734 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,209,734 

Scholarships,  grants  and  awards 

1,121,141 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,121,141 

Office  and  other  operating 

9,677,403 

30,526 

- 

749,039 

(701,143) 

9,755,825 

Veterans  and  child  programs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Occupancy  and  usage 

1,994,054 

- 

- 

171,791 

(171,791) 

1,994,054 

Special  projects  and  programs 

2,343,963 

415.611 

381.418 

- 

1415.6111 

2.725.381 

52.315.504 

446.137 

381.418 

5.108.202 

15.003.7311 

53.247.530 

Change  in  net  assets  before  net  unrealized 

gains  (losses) 

1,592,251 

84 

109,135 

62,406 

(62,407) 

1,701,469 

Net  unrealized  gains  (losses)  - PUFL 

(545,000) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(545,000) 

Net  unrealized  gains  (losses)  - investment 

421,731 

(153,853) 

1,637 

- 

- 

269,515 

Change  in  net  assets 

1,468,892 

(153,769) 

110,772 

62,406 

(62,407) 

1,425,984 

Net  assets,  beginning  of  year 

61.138.658 

6.235.138 

895.209 

1.157.077 

11.523.2761 

67.902.806 

Net  assets,  end  of  year 

$ 62.607.640 

8 6.081.369 

81 .005.981 

8 1.219.483  8 

11.585.6831  8 

69.328.790 

(See  report  of  independent  auditors  on  supplementary  information.) 


2005  National  Convention 


Supplementary  Information 

The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Consolidating  Statement  of  Activities  Year  Ended  December  SI,  200S 


American 

American 

Haynes 

Legion 

Legion 

National 

and  Partners 

National 

Endowment 

Emergency 

Communications, 

Headquarters 

Fund 

Fund 

Inc.  Eliminations 

Total 

Revenue,  gains  and  other  support 

National  member  dues 

$ 23,232,708 

$ 

$ 

$ - $ 

- $ 

23,232,708 

Sales  of  emblem  items 

11,541,969 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11,541,969 

Sales  - HPC 

- 

- 

- 

5,118,942 

(4,274,357) 

844,585 

Advertising 

9,008,879 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9,008,879 

Direct  membership  solicitation 

2,150,508 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,150,508 

American  Legion  Endowment 

Fund  income 

384,232 

- 

- 

- 

(384,232) 

- 

Contributions 

625,100 

108,490 

172,166 

- 

- 

905,756 

Affinity  income 

308,110 

- 

- 

- 

- 

308,110 

Label  and  printing  fees 

1,938,389 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,938,389 

Member  service  fees  income 

2,095,487 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,095,487 

Investment  income,  net  of  fees 

2,154,554 

439,485 

41,126 

9,071 

- 

2,644,236 

Net  realized  gains 

(19,232) 

34,395 

(4,825) 

- 

- 

10,338 

Other 

2,429,192 

- 

- 

299 

(240,937) 

2,188,554 

Net  income  in  subsidiary 

94.226 

- 

- 

- 

(94.2261 

- 

55.944.122 

,582.370 

208.467 

5.128.312 

(4.993.7521 

56.869.519 

Expenses 

Salaries 

11,398,072 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11,398,072 

Employee  benefits 

2,558,375 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,558,375 

Cost  of  sales 

8,579,194 

- 

- 

- 

(144,726) 

8,434,468 

Cost  of  sales  - HPC 

- 

- 

- 

4,043,601 

(3,376,439) 

667,162 

Direct  publications 

11,033,937 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11,033,93 7 

Executive  and  staff  travel 

810,227 

- 

- 

- 

- 

810,227 

Commission  and  committee 

1,370,962 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,370,962 

Printing  and  postage 

2,401,027 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,401,027 

Scholarships,  grants  and  awards 

959,734 

- 

- 

- 

- 

959,734 

Office  and  other  operating 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Veterans  and  child  programs 

9,362,495 

30,312 

- 

823,331 

(753,192) 

9,462,946 

Occupancy  and  usage 

2,014,425 

- 

- 

167,154 

(167,154) 

2,014,425 

Special  projects  and  programs 

2.462,820 

458.016 

176.325 

- 

(458.0161 

2.639.145 

52.951.268 

488.328 

176.325 

5.034.086 

(4.899.5271 

53,750.480 

Change  in  net  assets  before  net  unrealized 

gains  (losses) 

2,992,854 

94,042 

32,142 

94,226 

(94,225) 

3,119,039 

Net  unrealized  gains  (losses)  - PUFL 

(617,000) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(617,000) 

Net  unrealized  gains  (losses)  - investment 

917,567 

(199,929) 

(27,446) 

- 

- 

690,192 

Change  in  net  assets 

3,293,421 

(105,887) 

4,696 

94,226 

(94,225) 

3,192,231 

Net  assets,  beginning  of  year 

57.845.237 

6.341.025 

890.513 

1.062.851 

(1.429.0511 

64,710,575 

Net  assets,  end  of  year 

ffi  61.138.658 

fl>  6.235.138 

fc  895.209 

5 1.157.077  $ 

(1.523.2761  $ 

67.902.806 

(See  report  of  independent  auditors  on  supplementary  information.) 


The  American  legion 


From  Here 


SALT  LAKE 


EXPERIENCE  THE  ROCKIES 


Salt  Lake  is  excited  to  host  The  American  Legion's  88th  National  Convention, 
August  25-31,  2006.  After  a full  day  of  educational  sessions,  enjoy  first-class  dining, 
shopping,  and  attractions.  Tour  museums,  visit  Olympic  venues,  stroll  through  downtown, 
or  relax  with  friends  at  a brew  pub.  Salt  Lake  is  less  than  40  minutes  from  7 world-class 
summer  resorts,  and  within  a day's  drive  of  13  national  parks  and  monuments. 


CONVENTION  & 
VISITORS  BUREAU 


WWW.  VIS  ITSALTLAKE.COM 


To  Here 


7-25  minutes 
Golfing 


3-22  minutes 
Shopping 


3-5  hours 

Arches  National  Park 


4-25  minutes 
Dining 


It  i ‘ I f:j 

in ' T I 

We  have  your 

BEST  INTERESTS  in  mind 


To  apply,  call  1-866~LGN_VTSA 

Refer  to  promo  49650 


Benefits  for  you. 
Benefits  for' 

The  American  Legion. 


Whether  you  make  purchases 
with  The  American  Legion 
Visa"  Card  or  open  a money 


market:  account,  you’ll  help  support 


American  Legion  programs  — at  no  cost  to  you. 


Carry  the  credit  card  that  features  you r 
branch  of  service  and  you'll  save  with  an 
intro  0%  APR*  on  purchases  and  balance 
transfers  for  six  months.  Or  invest  in  the 
money  market  account  with  a competitive 
intro  3%  rate**  for  12  months  on  balances 
of  $99,999  or  less. 


Money  market  account 


To  open  an  account,  call 

1-877-709-FNBO 


Visit  Our  Boot!  To  Learn  More  About 
How  Our  Financial  Products  Can  Help 
You  And  The  American  Legion. 

<5)  First  National  Bank 

Omaha 


* fixed  0%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  (APR)  on  purchases  and  balance  transfers  for  the  first  six  billing  cycles  after  your  account  is  opened.  After  that,  your  APR  for  purchases  may  vary  (1 1 .99%  APR  as  of  05/3 1/05).  The  APR  for  cash  advances  may  vary  (19.99% 
APR  as  of  05/31/05).  A variable  Penalty  Rate  applies  (full  details  provided  with  card)  if  you  fail  to  make  a payment  to  us  ot  any  creditor  when  due,  you  exceed  your  credit  limit,  or  you  make  a payment  that  is  dishonored  for  any  reason  (up  to  23.99%  as  of 
05/31/05).  Minimum  finance  charge:  $.50  (any  month  a finance  charge  is  imposed).  Transaction  Fee  for  Casli  Advances  and  Cash  Advance  Checks:  The  greater  of  $10  or  3%  of  the  transaction  (the  greater  of  $10  or  5%  of  the  transaction  for  certain"Cash 
Equivalent  Transactions").  Cards  are  issued  by  First  National  Bank  of  Omaha. 

**  The  minimum  deposit  to  open  this  account  is  $5,000.  Good  for  new  money  on  consumer  accounts  only.  Limit  one  offer  per  household.  Fees  may  reduce  earnings.  Except  where  prohibited  by  law,  if  you  close  the  account  within  the  first  365  days,  a $50.00 
early  closure  fee  may  be  assessed.  3.00%  is  an  introductory  interest  rate  that  is  paid  on  balances  of  $99,999  or  less  for  1 2 months.  Accounts  with  a balance  over  $99,999  will  have  a variable  rate  that  may  change  after  the  account  is  opened:  fot  accounts  with  a 
balance  of  $100,000  to  $499,999,  the  current  Annual  Percentage  Yield  (APY)  is  in  the  range  of  3.05%  to  2.61%:  for  accounts  wilh  a balance  over  $499,999,  the  current  APY  is  in  the  range  of  2.61%  to  2.64%.  After  that,  the  interest  rate  will  change  to  a 
variable  rate  based  on  our  First  Advantage  Savings  Rate.  The  specific  rate  at  that  time  will  depend  on  the  balance  in  your  account.  As  of  May  26, 2005  minimum  balances  and  APYs  for  our  First  Advantage  Savings  Account  are  $10-$999.99, 0.60%; 
$1,000-52,499.99, 0.90%;  $2,500-54,999.99, 1.40%;  $5,000-524,999.99, 2.02%;  $25,000-599,999.99, 2.25%;  $100,000-5499,999.99, 2.50%;  $500,000  and  above  2.65%.  Please  note,  no  interest  will  be  paid  on  balances  below  $10.  We  reserve  the  fight 
to  limit  deposits.  Rates  subject  to  change.  Member  FDIC.  Offer  expires  September  16, 2005. 


